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Marines work to bolster Afghan force manned mostly by illiterate farmers page's 


Muslim soldier’s fears lead 
to off-post housing request 


By Nancy MONTGOMERY 
Stars and Stripes 


HEIDELBERG, Germany 
— Staff Sgt. Azhar Sher is a rare 
and valued commodity in the 
Army. Fluent in Pashto and a va- 
riety of other languages spoken 
in Afghanistan, the infantryman 
has spent most of the past five 
years there because, he said, he 
believes in the mission. 

Five deployments in five years, 
no problem. 

But back home, living on post? 
That can be a problem for a Mus- 
lim with Pakistan-born parents, 
no matter how patriotic. 


“T belong to a very large exten- 
sive family and, let me be very 
blunt and honest with you, my 
family wears traditional clothes 
and practices their traditional cer- 
emonies just like any other family 
should and I am very proud of it,” 
Sher wrote to U.S. Army Europe 
Command Sgt. Maj. Ralph Beam 
on the CSM’s blog. 

Sher, newly assigned to Hei- 
delberg, wanted to live off-post 
to ease visits with his parents, 
brothers, uncles and friends, just 
as he had when he was assigned 
to the 1st Battalion, 4th Infantry 


SEE SHER ON PAGE 2 





Apam Mancini/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Staff Sgt. Azhar Sher speaks 
with an Afghan in Zabul 
province, Afghanistan, during 
a deployment in March. 





Commander: Moving Marines 
to Kadena ‘not a viable option’ 


By Davip ALLEN 
Stars and Stripes 


KADENA AIR _ BASE, 
Okinawa — Don’t look for 
Marine Corps helicopters to 
operate regularly out of this 
U.S. Air Force base anytime 
soon — if ever. 

Although moving the Marines 
from Marine Corps Air Station 
Futenma to the largest U.S. air 
base in the Western Pacific has 
been suggested as an alterna- 
tive to building a new air station 
on Camp Schwab, the instal- 
lation commander, Brig. Gen. 
Kenneth Wilsbach, said Kadena 
has never been a good candi- 


date for hosting the Marines. 

“This is a tough thing to dis- 
cuss publicly without getting 
into operational specifics,’ he 
said Thursday. “But, believe me, 
there are very good operational 
reasons why we don’t want to 
bring them to Kadena.” 

The idea has been suggested 
several times by various people 
over the years, most recently by 
Japan Foreign Minister Katsuya 
Okada. It’s been rejected just as 
many times, Wilsbach said. 

“If we did move them here, it 
would make accomplishing the 
Air Force mission — providing 


SEE FUTENMA ON PAGE 3 
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MAKING THEIR PRESENCE FEL Marines already on the ground will 
provide a roadmap for Afghan buildup 


The Associated Press 


































ome 4,000 Marines pushed south to 

Khan Neshin, the capital of Rig district, 

and other parts of southern Helmand 

province in July in the largest military 
operation in Afghanistan since the fall of the 
Taliban government in 2001. 

Lessons learned after five months on the 
ground in Khan Neshin will provide a road map 
for the 30,000 additional U.S. troops President 
Barack Obama has ordered to Afghanistan 
under a new strategy announced last week. 

As part of the Obama surge, about 16,000 
U.S. troops got their orders to go to Afghani- 
stan in the last few days, including about 1,500 
Marines from Camp Lejeune in North Carolina 
who will leave for this country later this month, 
the Pentagon said this week. 

In Khan Neshin, several hundred Marines 
established a patrol base inside a 200-year- 
old mud fort. They also set up several smaller 
outposts in the surrounding area. The Spartan 
bases represent the coalition’s most southern 
presence in Helmand, a Taliban stronghold 
that produces more than half of Afghanistan’s 
opium. 


Right: Marine Lance Cpl. Grayson Barnette, 
from the 2nd MEB, 4th Light Armored 
Reconnaissance Battalion, gives candy to 
children during a patrol in Khan Neshin, 
Afghanistan, on Thursday. 


Puotos BY KevIN FRAYER/AP 


A Marine from 2nd MEB patrols past an Afghan bicyclist in Khan Neshin on Thursday. 






ae, 


A U.S. soldier runs with the ball as Marines from the 2nd MEB try to tackle him 
during a football game following a rainstorm at their base in Khan Neshin on 
Wednesday. 
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| Marine Cpl. Jay 
McLellan with 

_ 2nd MEB shows 

- his weapon to an 

_ Afghan youth during 
a patrol in Khan ' ; - fd 
f Neshin on Thursday. — ) - | Afghan children watch as the Marines meet with family elders in Khan Neshin on 
a ~~» = | Thursday. 





Sunday, December 13, 2009 





By SEBASTIAN ABBOT 
The Associated Press 


KHAN NESHIN, Afghanistan 
he U.S. Marines were 
tense looking for bombs 
buried near a mud 
compound in this re- 

mote farming town in southern 
Afghanistan. Their new Afghan 
police colleagues were little help, 
joking around and sucking on lol- 
lipops meant for local kids. 

The government had sent the 
new group of 13 police to live and 
train with the Marines just a few 
days earlier. Most were illiterate 
young farmers with no formal 
training who had been plucked 
off the streets only weeks before. 

Building a capable police force 
is one of the keys to President 
Barack Obama’s new Afghan 
strategy. U.S. Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates met with Afghan 
President Hamid Karzaiin Kabul 
on Tuesday to discuss how to re- 
cruit more Afghan police to meet 
Washington’s goal of expanding 
the force from about 94,000 today 
to 160,000 by 2013. 

The Marines’ experience in 
Khan Neshin, once a key Taliban 
stronghold in volatile Helmand 
province, shows just how difficult 
the task will be. 

The provincial government 
fired the last group of police as- 
signed to Khan Neshin after more 
than half of them failed a drug 
test, prompting them to rebel 
by throwing rocks at the Ma- 
rines. When the police weren’t on 
drugs, Afghans complained they 
were taking goods from the ba- 
zaar without paying. 

“The guys who were here last 
time put a bad taste in people’s 
mouths by being typical of what 
people think of the Afghan Na- 
tional Police,” said Gunnery Sgt. 
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Afghan National Police trainees learn how to search a suspect during a lesson in Khan 


Neshin, Afghanistan, on Monday. The experience in Khan Neshin highlights the 
difficult task facing coalition partners as they work to dramatically improve a 








Afghan police trainees speak to locals during a patrol in Khan Neshin, in Helmand province, Afghanistan. 


Randy Scifo, amilitary policeman 
from the 1st Marine Division who 
recently took over responsibility 
for the police in Khan Neshin. 
The Marines spend their days 
teaching the recruits the basics of 
patrolling, sweeping the ground 
for buried bombs and search- 


ing people and vehicles. They 
prepared for their mission by 
working with a group of Afghan- 
Americans in a mock town setup 
on their base at Camp Pendleton, 
Calif., Scifo said. 

But that training didn’t pre- 
pare the Marines for all the cul- 
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tural challenges they now face in 
an area where they are relying 
on their local counterparts for 
guidance. 

A village elder approached the 
chief of the new police during a 
recent patrol to complain that 
security forces should consult 


police force known for its corruption, drug use and lack of training. 


Puotos BY KeEviIN FRAYER/AP 


Marines’ experience shows 
how difficult it will be to expand 
the Afghan National Police 


with local leaders before search- 
ing people’s homes. The incident 
occurred just after Marines and 
police entered the compound of 
a suspected Taliban supporter. 

“When you come to search 
a house, it is insulting because 
there are women there and it is 
against our culture and religion,” 
said Fathi Mohammed, a 60- 
year-old farmer with a long gray 
beard and black turban. 

NATO hopes a well-trained 
Afghan force will be more effec- 
tive than international soldiers 
in winning local trust so that the 
Taliban cannot return to areas 
cleared by the coalition. 

And the comfort with which 
the elder approached the Afghan 
police chief, Lt. Sayed Mohamed, 
showed an Afghan force can be 
more effective than the Ameri- 
cans at working with the locals. 

He was constantly approached 
by Afghans who had problems 
with the Marines or local govern- 
ment. One man walked five hours 
to Khan Neshin to speak with the 
district governor only to find him 
absent. Instead he met Moham- 
med and hugged him after they 
spoke. 

“T tell the locals that we will 
change the behavior of the po- 
lice,’ Mohammed said. “I’m 
going to make a place in their 
hearts for me and my officers.” 
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CzarREK Soko.Lowski/AP 


Ellen Tauscher, left, the U.S. undersecretary of state for arms 
control and international security, and Polish deputy defense 
minister, Stanislaw Komorowski, exchange documents after 
signing a deal Friday to regulate the stationing of American troops 


and military equipment in Poland. 


U.S., Poland ink SOFA, 
clearing the way for 
military cooperation 


By MonrIKA SCISLOWSKA 
The Associated Press 


WARSAW, Poland — U.S. and 
Polish officials signed a deal Fri- 
day to regulate the stationing of 
American troops and military 
equipment in the eastern Euro- 
pean country, paving the way for 
a U.S. military presence in the 
heart of the former Soviet bloc. 

The step is a prerequisite for 
the deployment of U.S. Patriot 
missiles to Poland, which is ex- 
pected early next year. It is also 
to serve as the legal framework 
for a possible future missile de- 
fense site. 

Defense Minister Bogdan 
Klich hailed the status of forces 
agreement, which he said will 
increase Poland’s security and 
strengthen U.S.-Polish military 
cooperation. 

“It’s an important moment in 
the cooperation between the U.S. 
and Poland,” Klich said, adding 
the deal “reflects our interests 
well.” 

The signing came after 15 
months of negotiations, with the 
stickiest points revolving around 
issues of taxation and discussions 
over which country would have 
the right to try any U.S. soldiers 
who commit crimes off-base. 

The two sides agreed that 
any wrongdoing committed by 
a U.S. soldier off base and off 
duty would fall under Polish ju- 
risdiction, said Poland’s deputy 
defense minister, Stanislaw Ko- 
morowski. Polish courts would 
also decide on any U.S. request 


to transfer a case to American 
jurisdiction. 

He said it is rare for the U.S. to 
grant such powers to a host na- 
tion and called it a success for 
Poland’s negotiators. 

However, U.S. companies sup- 
porting the base will only be sub- 
ject to U.S. taxation, Komorowski 
said. 

Wary of neighboring Russia, 
Poland welcomes stronger mili- 
tary ties with the U.S. Still, it’s 
very sensitive about sharing ju- 
risdiction over parts of its terri- 
tory — a legacy of the stationing 
of Soviet troops in Poland during 
the communist era. 

Washington plans to deploy a 
U.S. Patriot anti-missile battery 
that will be used for training the 
Polish military. The garrison, 
in a yet-unnamed location, is to 
eventually have about 100 U.S. 
military personnel. 

The Patriot garrison was a 
Polish condition for a 2008 deal 
to host long-range missile de- 
fense interceptors. The deal, 
which was struck by the Bush 
administration, angered Rus- 
sia and was later reconfigured 
under President Barack Obama’s 
administration. 

Under the Obama plan, Po- 
land would host a different type 
of missile defense interceptors 
as part of a more mobile system 
and at a later date, probably not 
until 2018. 


AFN’s planned move to HD 
will mean costlier decoders 


By Mark ABRAMSON 
Stars and Stripes 


KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa- 
ny — American Forces Network 
decoders will soon go high defini- 
tion and increase in price. 

The move to high definition fol- 
lows the recent conversion from 
analog television to digital televi- 
sion in the States, which provides 
the capability for high-definition 
decoders, said Scott Stover, plans 
and policy officer for American 
Forces Radio and Television Ser- 
vice headquarters. 

Production of the older Cisco 
model D9835 satellite receiver/ 
decoder was recently discontin- 
ued by the manufacturer to make 
way for the high-definition D9865, 
Stover said. 
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And once the older model is 
gone from Army and Air Force 
Exchange Service and Navy Ex- 
change Service stocks, anyone 
who wants a decoder will have to 
shell out $379. The discontinued 
model costs $289. 

AFN has funding to switch over 
to high definition in fiscal 2012, 
and it is safe to say the transition 
will begin then, Stover said. The 
switch to digital and high defini- 
tion is a lengthy and complicated 
process and involves replacing 
nearly 150,000 standard-defini- 
tion-only receiver/decoders world- 
wide, he said. 

“DOD wants to provide plenty 
of (notice) time so people know it’s 
coming,” Stover said. 

Spots on AF'N are planned in the 


coming weeks to make the public 
aware of the new decoders, and 
there have been very few com- 
plaints about the price increase, 
he said. 

The $90 increase in price for 
the new decoders is not a money- 
maker for AAFES, exchange offi- 
cials said. 

Most of the cost of the new de- 
coder comes from the D9865 
being a pricier model, but AAFES 
does mark up the manufacturer’s 
price by about 7 percent to cover 
stocking and transporting the 
devices from the maker to the ex- 
changes, AAFES spokesman Judd 
Anstey said in an e-mail. 
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Gates: Air Force 


likely to 





By KEvIN BARON 
Stars and Stripes 


KIRKUK, Iraq — The USS. 
Air Force likely will continue to 
advise the Iraqi air force beyond 
the December 2011 deadline to 
remove all U.S. troops from Iraq, 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates 
said Friday. 

“T wouldn’t be a bit surprised 
to see agreements between our- 
selves and the Iraqis that contin- 
ues a train, equip and advise role 
that continues beyond the end of 
2011,” Gates said, speaking to 
soldiers and airmen gathered at 
Forward Operating Base Warrior. 
“They realize that they’re prob- 
ably not going to be ready.” 

Before Gates’ July visit to Bagh- 
dad, Iraqi officials had expressed 
interest in obtaining F-16s. But 
U.S. officials said at the time they 
were still discussing which air- 
craft would be most appropriate 
for the Iraqi force, depending on 
its ability to pilot and maintain the 
vehicles. 

In Afghanistan earlier this 
week, Gates had similar conver- 
sation regarding helicopter as- 
sets. Gates said that U.S. trainers 
of the Afghan National Army Air 
Force in Kabul told him, “You 
can’t teach somebody to maintain 
or fly a helicopter in six months or 
12 months. 

“And I think in both countries, 


Official: Drone attack 
kills al-Qaida member 


WASHINGTON—AU.S.govern- 
ment official says senior al-Qaida 
operations planner Saleh al-Somali 
was killed in a drone strike Tues- 
day in western Pakistan. 

Al-Somali was responsible for 
the terror groups’ operations out- 
side the Afghanistan-Pakistan 
region, reaching into activities in 
Africa. The official said al-Soma- 
li has likely been involved in plot- 
ting attacks against the United 
States and Europe. 

Intelligence officials have con- 
firmed that the pace of attacks by 
armed unmanned aerial vehicles 
has increased during the Obama 
administration. 





From The Associated Press 


train 


lraqis past 2011 


“They realize that 
they're probably not 
going to be ready. ‘“ 


Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates 


that kind of a role is very likely 
to continue beyond the end of our 
combat operations,” Gates said. 

On Friday, the fifth day of his 
overseas trip, Gates also met 
with Iraq Prime Minister Nouri 
al-Maliki in Baghdad and briefly 
stopped in Irbil, the capital of 
the Kurdistan region, to meet 
with Kurdish President Masud 
Barzani. 

FOB Warrior houses roughly 
4,000 people, mostly airmen and 
soldiers. About 300 of them pep- 
pered the Pentagon chief for about 
45 minutes with a range of tough 
questions, including whether the 
military would have to confront 
Iran over its nuclear ambitions 
and why the U.S. was still at war 
eight years after Sept. 11. 

Gates said he understood that 
Americans were tired of war, but 
that in his mind the right focus on 
the “second” war in Afghanistan 
was just beginning. 

“T think it’s a mistake to look at 
Afghanistan as sort of one eight- 
year war,” said Gates. “We had 
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Kevin Baron/Stars and Stripes 


Defense Secretary Robert Gates on Friday meets with Iraqi Security 
Forces who were training alongside U.S. troops in Kirkuk, Iraq. 


a war in 2001-2002 which we es- 
sentially won. The Taliban was 
kicked out of Afghanistan, al- 
Qaida was kicked out of Afghani- 
stan [or] many of them killed, and 
then things were very quiet in 
Afghanistan until about the end of 
2005, when the Pakistanis creat- 
ed this opening for the Taliban on 
their side of the border. And the 
level of violence, beginning in the 
spring of 2006, has just increased 
significantly.” 

The secretary also said that 
because Iran was not living up to 
promises made this fall, the inter- 
national community would likely 
impose further sanctions, but he 
did not hint at any potential U.S. 
military action. 

Israeli defense leaders have 
pressed Gates and the Obama 
administration for a quicker time- 
line toward a military response, 
but Gates said he felt there was 
still time for sanctions to work, 
especially given the domestic po- 
litical opposition emerging after 
this fall’s elections. 

“Tran is one of the most complex 
national security problems that I 
think we’ve faced in my whole ca- 
reer,” he said. “There are no good 
options in Iran.” 


One airman at the outdoor town 
hall, held in a small gravel court- 
yard lined by T-walls and assault 
vehicles, asked what the strategic 
future of the Air Force would be 
beyond nuclear deterrence and 
intelligence surveillance. 

“We probably are going to un- 
dertake a new long-range strike 
capability for the Air Force,” 
Gates said. The initiative would 
come out of the Pentagon’s four- 
year defense review due at the 
end of this year and would look 
at “a family of capabilities, both 
manned and unmanned,” he said. 

“T don’t want to tell you how old 
either I or the B-52s are, but let’s 
just say that when I grew up in 
Wichita, Kan., and was about 10 
years old they were testing B-52s 
over my house.” 

One soldier on his last day of 
deployment, Lt. Felice Terrigno, 
29, of Bridgeton, N.J., missed his 
morning flight home so the secre- 
tary could personally pin a Purple 
Heart to his chest. 

“That’s OK,” he said. “It was 
well worth it. Today was a very 
good day.” 
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Top U.N. diplomat in Afghanistan to leave 


The Associated Press 


KABUL — The top U.N. official in Afghanistan 
said Friday he will not renew his contract when it ex- 
pires in March after a two-year 


tenure marred by controversy 
over his handling of the coun- 
try’s fraud-marred presidential 
election and a deadly attack on 
U.N. workers. 

Kai Eide, a Norwegian diplo- 
mat, said he is not stepping down 
but has asked U.N. Secretary- 
General Ban Ki-Moon to start 
searching for a replacement. 

“T’m not resigning,” Eide said 
in a telephone interview. “It’s 
a question of telling New York 


that I’m not renewing my contract.” 
Eide’s tenure was tarnished by allegations from his 
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American deputy, Peter Galbraith, that he was not 


nity,” he said. 


country. 


bullish enough in curbing fraud in the August presi- 
dential election, which eventually awarded a second 
term to Hamid Karzai. Eide denied the charge and 
said controversy over the election was not linked to 
his decision not to renew his contract. 

“The election controversy was between Peter 
Galbraith and the rest of the international commu- 


“Kai Eide is sticking to the timetable that he out- 
lined when he took the job in March 2008,” Dan Mc- 
Norton, a U.N. spokesman in Kabul, said. 

Eide leads the U.N. Assistance Mission in Afghan- 
istan, which coordinates the U.N. operation in the 


The U.N. mission is still reeling from a pre-dawn 


assault Oct. 28 on a guesthouse in Kabul where doz- 
ens of U.N. staffers lived. Five U.N. workers were 
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among those killed. 
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Officials: CIA, 
Blackwater 
conducted 
secret raids 


The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — _ Highly 
trained personnel employed 
with the private security firm 
formerly known as Blackwater 
Worldwide sometimes operated 
side by side with CIA field offi- 
cers in Iraq and Afghanistan as 
the agency undertook missions to 
kill or capture members of insur- 
gent groups in those countries, 
according to a former govern- 
ment official and a source famil- 
iar with the operations. 

The actions taken by the pri- 
vate personnel went beyond the 
protective role specified in a 
classified Blackwater contract 
with the CIA and included ac- 
tive participation in raids over- 
seen by CIA or special forces 
personnel, those sources said. 
They emphasized that roles and 
responsibilities often are blurred 
or altered in a battlefield setting, 
and that Blackwater personnel 
were drawn into the operations 
on an ad-hoc basis because they 
had the necessary skills. 

The involvement of Blackwa- 
ter’s officers in raids is likely to 
raise new questions about the 
degree to which deadly actions 
in Iraq and Afghanistan were 
outsourced to contract personnel 
who operated without direct con- 
tractual authority or without the 
kind of oversight and account- 
ability applied to CIA and mili- 
tary personnel. 

CIA Director Leon Panetta 
earlier this year ordered the 
agency to terminate many of its 
contracts with Blackwater, but 
CIA officials said Thursday that 
Panetta has ordered a special 
internal review of the agency’s 
contracts with the company to 
ensure that its work is strictly 
security-related. 

The agency still relies on the 
firm, now named Xe Services, 
to provide security for agency 
employees and assets. Panetta 
told Congress in the summer that 
he had shut down a CIA assas- 
Sination program that employed 
Blackwater personnel in a sup- 
porting role. The CIA has public- 
ly stated that the program, which 
dated from President George W. 
Bush’s first term in office, was 
never fully implemented and that 
no one was killed. A House com- 
mittee is investigating. 

The CIA declined to com- 
ment Thursday on specific intel- 
ligence operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Mark Corallo, a spokesman for 
Xe Services, said Blackwater was 
never under contract to partici- 
pate in covert raids with CIA or 
Special Forces troops. 
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IN THE STATES 


NYPD kills man 


in controntation 
in Times Square 


By COLLEEN LONG 
AND ADAM GOLDMAN 
The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — New York 
City’s mayor railed against gun 
violence on Friday, one day after 
a street peddler died in a shootout 
with police outside a hotel in bus- 
tling Times Square. 

Raymond Martinez, 25, was 
killed by a plainclothes sergeant 
Thursday after trading gunfire 
in an area crowded with tourists 
and holiday shoppers. 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg was 
asked about the shooting while 
appearing at a Manhattan charity 
event, and he used the question to 
discuss illegal firearms and gun 
violence in New York and other 
big cities. 

“We’ve got to stop this,’ Bloom- 
berg said. “This is one of the 
great public health threats. And 
our police officers are clearly in 








danger.” 

Investigators were trying to 
determine whether Martinez was 
selling illegal weapons before he 
was fatally wounded in the taxi 
area of the landmark Marriott 
Marquis hotel. They said the gun 
he fired was reported stolen in 
Richmond, Va., on Oct. 28. 

“We keep getting this lesson 
every day,” Bloomberg said. “If 
you think of all the publicity about 
the terrible tragedy of Virginia 
Tech, we have a Virginia Tech in 
this country every day. It’s just 
spread across 50 states.” 

The shootout occurred in the 
theater district. Bullets shattered 
windows at the Broadway Baby 
souvenir store and a box office. 

Broadway Baby manager Jona- 
than Erlich said he heard “Boom! 
Boom! Boom!” and “a quick splat 
of glass” before ducking behind 
the counter. 

The slug sliced down the center 


Coverage limits added 
into Senate health bill 


The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — A loophole 
in the Senate health care bill 
would let insurers place annual 
dollar limits on medical care for 
people struggling with costly ill- 
nesses such as cancer, prompting 
a rebuke from patient advocates. 

The legislation that originally 
passed the Senate health com- 
mittee last summer would have 
banned such limits, but a tweak to 
that provision weakened it in the 
bill moving toward a Senate vote. 

As currently written, the Sen- 
ate Democratic health care bill 
would permit insurance compa- 
nies to place annual limits on the 


‘aw? 


dollar value of medical care, as 
long as those limits are not “un- 
reasonable.” The bill does not de- 
fine what level of limits would be 
allowable, delegating that task to 
administration officials. 

Officials of the American Can- 
cer Society Cancer Action Net- 
work said they were taken by 
surprise when the earlier ban 
on annual coverage limits was 
undercut, adding that they have 
not been able to get a satisfactory 
explanation. 

“We don’t know who put it in, or 
why it was put in,” said Stephen 
Finan, a policy expert with the 
cancer society’s advocacy affiliate. 
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JoHN MarsHatt Mantet/AP 


A police officer stands guard outside the Marriott Marquis Hotel in New York’s Times Square on 
Thursday. A plainclothes police sergeant fatally shot a street peddier who had fired on the officer. 


of a book about the show “Wick- 
ed,” struck a souvenir baseball 
and lodged in a shelf holding “I 
Love New York” T-shirts. 

Set. Christopher Newsom op- 
erates a task force that monitors 
aggressive panhandling and was 
patrolling with an anti-crime 
unit. He recognized Martinez and 
his brother from past run-ins. He 
asked to see tax stamps, required 
for street peddling. 

Martinez ran, and Newsom 





Richard Stupansky carries 
purchases to the checkout at a 
Sears store in North Olmsted, 
Qhio in November. For the 
second month in a row, retailers 
Saw an increase in sales, which 
grew 1.2 percent in November. 


* 
* ee hams 
* *, Ta 
¥e, 
++ a 


pursued. 

Martinez turned and _ fired 
a machine pistol that held 30 
rounds, getting off two shots be- 
fore it jammed, police said. The 
officer fired four times, striking 
Martinez in the chest and arms. 


“We're lucky the weapon 
jammed,” police Commissioner 
Raymond Kelly said. 


He said the shooting prelimi- 
narily appeared to be within de- 
partment guidelines, which allow 


for deadly force when an officer’s 
life is threatened. 

Police said the Martinez broth- 
ers were cited previously for 
not having their stamps. They 
were also suspected of running a 
scam. 

But their cousin, Nailean Arzu, 
said the slain man had been law- 
fully selling CDs for years. 

“Everybody loved him,” she 
said. 


Retailers report rise in sales 
for second consecutive month 


The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Signs of a 
strengthening global recovery 
emerged Friday, with consumers 
boosting retail sales, companies 
restoring stockpiles and Chinese 
exports mounting a comeback. 

The reports heightened hopes 
that consumers are starting to 
feel more comfortable about open- 
ing their wallets after months of 
building savings and reducing 
debt. Consumer spending, which 
drives most U.S. economic activ- 
ity, is vital to a sustained rebound. 

The encouraging retail sales re- 
port for November was a surprise. 
U.S. retailers have been reporting 
generally lackluster results for the 
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start of the holiday shopping sea- 
son. But sales rose 1.3 percent last 
month, after a 1.1 percent October 
gain, the Commerce Department 
said. It was the healthiest advance 
since August. And it was more 
than double the increase econo- 
mists had expected. 

Excluding autos, retail sales 
rose 1.2 percent — triple the ex- 
pected gain. A 6 percent surge in 
sales at service stations, partly 
reflecting higher gasoline prices, 
led the overall gain. But even ex- 
cluding that jump, retail sales 
posted a solid 0.8 percent rise in 
November. 

Stocks rose moderately in morn- 
ing trading after the sales report 
was released. 


If the vehicle fails inspection, you will fix the repairs. 
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House 
Majority 
Leader 

Steny Hoyer 
of Maryland 
gestures 
during a news 
conference 
on Capitol Hill 
on Friday, to 
discuss the 
U.S. debt. 
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House Dem leader backs 


increasing America’s 
debt limit to $14 trillion 


The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — A top House 
Democratic leader said Friday 
Congress will have to permit at 
least $1.8 trillion in additional 
federal borrowing next year in 
order to avoid a default on the 
U.S. debt. 

Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, 
D-Md., said that an increase in 
the debt limit would have to be in 
the neighborhood of $1.8 trillion 
to $1.9 trillion in order to allow 
the government to borrow enough 
money to keep the government 
running through December of 
next year. 

Democrats are struggling to 
pass an increase in the $12.1 tril- 
lion cap on borrowing before the 





end of the year and are trying to 
pass an increase large enough so 
that they won’t have to vote again 
on the issue before next year’s 
midterm elections. The bill would 
permit a total federal debt of 
about $14 trillion. 

To win the votes of moderate 
“Blue Dog” Democrats for the 
politically unpopular debt limit, 
Hoyer pledged to attach to the 
debt limit increase a strict “pay- 
as-you-go” budget law aimed 
at ensuring that new tax cuts or 
new spending programs don’t in- 
crease the deficit. 

The debt limit measure is ex- 
pected to be attached this week 
to a $626 billion measure funding 
the Pentagon budget. 
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cash payouts to executives 


By DANIEL WAGNER 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The Obama administration’s 
pay czar is limiting the cash compensation for ex- 
ecutives at companies that received the largest tax- 
payer bailouts to $500,000. 

The 25th through the 100th top earners at Citi- 
group, GMAC, American International Group and 
General Motors also must take more than half their 
compensation in stock, and at least half must be de- 
layed for three or more years, said Kenneth Fein- 
berg, the Treasury Department’s special master for 
executive compensation. 

About 12 executives were granted exemptions to 
the $500,000 cash cap because they were necessary 
for the companies to “thrive, be able to compete, 
and not lose key people,” he said Friday. 

The new rules will apply only to the second half 
of December and will not affect what the employees 
already have been paid this year. 

The rules will affect many workers’ year-end 
bonuses and stock grants, Feinberg said. They also 
will serve as a starting point for negotiations next 
year over pay packages for 2010. 

Feinberg already announced specific pay pack- 
ages for the top 25 earners at firms he oversees. His 
rulings don’t apply to Bank of America because its 
bailouts were repaid last week. Chrysler and Chrys- 
ler Financial also were exempt because executives 
there made less than $500,000. 

Under the new rules, cash can make up only 45 
percent of a person’s pay. At least half of total com- 
pensation must be “long-term,” and cannot be re- 
deemed for at least three years. And all incentive 
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On Friday, the Obama admministration’s pay czar, 
Kenneth Feinberg, said the Treasury Department 
is limiting cash compensation for executives at 
companies that received the largest taxpayer 
bailouts. 


pay must come from a pool whose size is based on 
earnings or another performance measure. 


Fringe benefits like the use of private jets will be 
limited to a value of $25,000 per year. 
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By Bruce SMITH 
The Associated Press 


CHARLESTON, S.C. — South Carolina’s 
first lady, a former Wall Street vice president 
who helped launch her husband’s political ca- 
reer, filed for divorce Friday more than five 
months after his tearful public confession of 
an affair with an Argentine woman. 

“This came after many unsuccessful ef- 
forts at reconciliation, yet I am still dedicated 
to keeping the process that lies ahead peace- 
ful for our family,” Jenny Sanford said. 

A spokesman for her husband, Gov. Mark 
Sanford, had no immediate comment. The 
divorce complaint was filed in Charleston 
County Family Court. 

Jenny Sanford’s announcement came at the 
end of a week of wrenching twists. A legislative 
panel rebuked the governor for his conduct, he 
told reporters he still wanted to reconcile with 
his wife, and she said in a television interview 
that it was a simple decision to not stand with 
him as he publicly confessed the affair. 

“Certainly his actions hurt me, and they 
caused consequences for me, but they don’t in 
any way take away my own self-esteem,” she 
told ABC’s Barbara Walters. “They reflect 
poorly on him.” 

Her divorce complaint did not mention 
money, property or custody arrangements for 
the couple’s four sons. 

“The defendant has engaged in a sexual re- 
lationship with a woman other than plaintiff,” 


Death of a stripper haunts 
Detroit’s former leadership 


S.C. first lady seeks 
a divorce over affair 
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the complaint reads. “Plaintiff has not con- 
doned that relationship and is informed and 
believes that she is entitled to a divorce ... from 
the defendant on the grounds of adultery.” 

As first lady, Jenny Sanford has little of- 
ficial role in state government, but she has 
been a quiet presence since her husband took 
office in 2003, often attending morning meet- 
ings with his top staff and working on a public 
health campaign. 

She recently welcomed visitors to a holiday 
open house at the governor’s mansion. Mark 
Sanford arrived about two hours after the 
event began and gave his wife a quick kiss, 
but they spent much of the night 10 feet apart, 
entertaining separate groups. 

Jenny Sanford had said after news of the 
scandal broke in June that she was willing to 
reconcile with the two-term Republican gov- 
ernor. She weathered the publication of e-mail 
exchanges between her husband and his lover, 
Maria Belen Chapur, and an Associated Press 
interview in which Sanford called Chapur his 
“soul mate” and admitted “crossing the line” 
with other women while he was married. 

Mark Sanford, 49, disappeared for almost a 
week in late June to see Chapur, leaving his 
staff, his wife and the rest of the state in the 
dark about his whereabouts. Initially, his staff 
told reporters he was hiking on the Appala- 
chian Trail. 

Jenny Sanford said she learned about the 
affair in January when she came across a 
copy of a letter her husband wrote to Chapur. 


“This came 
after many 
unsuccesstul 
efforts at 
reconciliation. 


Jenny Sanford 








AP 
South Carolina Gov. Mark Sanford admits to 
having an affair during a June 24. news con- 


ference, in Columbia, S.C. His wife, Jenny, 
announced Friday she has filed for divorce. 
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Polanksi victim asks 
that case be dropped 


LOS ANGELES — Roman Po- 
lanski is getting help from his 
victim in a bid to have sex mis- 
conduct charges against him 
dismissed. 

The attorney for Samantha 
Geimer, who long ago publicly 
identified herself, argued for 
an end to the 32-year-old case 
Thursday, saying she has repeat- 
edly said she wants it dropped. 

It was a surprise courtroom re- 
quest in a lively hearing where ap- 
pellate justices peppered lawyers 
and a prosecutor with pointed 
questions, often interrupting their 
arguments to raise new issues. 

The California Second District 
Court of Appeal is being asked to 
decide if it should order a lower 
court to consider dismissing the 
case without Polanski’s atten- 
dance in court. 


Suspicious powder found 
at AmEx headquarters 


NEW YORK — New York City 
police are investigating suspi- 
cious white powder found in en- 
velopes at American Express Co. 
headquarters, near the site of the 
Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks. 

Detective Mindy Diaz said no 
injuries were reported after po- 
lice were called to the building 
in lower Manhattan on Thursday 
afternoon. 

Diaz said three people were 
exposed to the powder, which 
authorities were testing. Detec- 
tive Cheryl Crispin said the three 
have been decontaminated. 
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By Corey WILLIAMS 
The Associated Press 


DETROIT — Stripper Tamara 
Greene has found more notoriety 
in death than she ever did danc- 
ing under 
the name 
“Strawber- 
ry” in dimly 
lit topless 
clubs and 
private par- 
ties around 





Detroit. 
The at- 
tractive, 
27-year-old Greene 


mother of 

three was 

shot several times in the pre- 
dawn hours of April 30, 2003, 
while sitting in a parked car out- 
side a home on the city’s north- 
west side. 

Six years later, Greene’s kill- 
ing remains unsolved. But since 
her death, her legacy has become 
rife with intrigue after she was 
rumored to have performed at a 
supposed wild party at disgraced 
ex-Mayor Kwame _ Kilpatrick’s 
mansion. 

Many in Detroit question if 
her death was linked to the un- 
proven party and if some in city 
government may have conspired 
to cover up any connection to the 
former mayor. 

On Friday, the Republican at- 
torney general who wants to be 
Michigan’s next governor is set to 


give a deposition in federal court 
as part of a $150 million civil 
lawsuit. 

The suit isn’t seeking to find 
Greene’s killer, only to prove Kil- 
patrick, high-ranking police and 
other city officials stifled an in- 
vestigation into the slaying. 

Attorney General Mike Cox 
has defended his investigation 
of the rumored party, which he’s 
dismissed as an “urban legend.” 

His office investigated re- 
ports of the party, allegations of 
misdeeds by police protecting 
Kilpatrick and rumors that the 
mayor’s wife beat a stripper, but 
not Greene’s slaying. 

“That wasn’t what we were sup- 
posed to do,” Cox said. “I would 
love to see the murder of Tamara 
Greene solved and someone 
brought to justice.” 

The lawsuit was filed by attor- 
ney Norman Yatooma on behalf 
of Greene’s son; her two daugh- 
ters were added later. It names 
Kilpatrick, former Chief of Staff 
Christine Beatty, retired Police 
Chief Ella Bully-Cummings, sev- 
eral other police officials and the 
city as defendants. 

“It just shows you can’t really 
trust many people,” Greene’s 16- 
year-old son, Jonathan Bond, said 
of a possible cover-up. Bond now 
lives outside Detroit and attends a 
suburban high school. 

“It shows you can do wrong 
things as a leader,” he said. 

Kilpatrick resigned as mayor. 
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1 year later, charities still feel Madotf effect 


By Davin B. CAruso 
The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Nancy Falchuk 
will never forget the phone call. 
She was in Boston. It was rain- 
ing and the news was bad. Ha- 
dassah, the century-old Jewish 
charity she had been elected to 
lead a year earlier, had just lost a 
big chunk of its endowment in a 
Ponzi scheme — maybe as much 
as $90 million. 

The man responsible for this 
disaster, the world would soon 
know, was Bernard Madoff. 

“T don’t even say his name any- 
more,” Falchuk said. 

The leaders of scores of chari- 
ties around the country, and the 
world, found themselves living 
a similar 
nightmare 
in the 
days after 
Madoff’s 
Dec. 11, 
2008, arrest 
on charges 
he — orches- 
trated the 
multibillion- 
dollar fraud, 
which affect- 
ed thousands 
of investors. 

With the global financial crisis 
in full bloom, 2009 was already 
shaping up to be a grim year for 
charities, but few have had such 
rough going as the philanthropies 
that learned a year ago Friday 
that some or all of their financ- 
es had been lost in the Madoff 
scandal. 

Some, like the $1 billion Picow- 
er Foundation, the $240 million 
Betty and Norman F. Levy Foun- 
dation and the $198 million Chais 
Family Foundation, lost every- 
thing and shuttered within days. 

Others survived. They have 
spent the year cutting staff, cur- 
tailing grants and hoping, often in 
vain, that new donors would step 
in and help replenish what they 
lost. 

“Tt has been a very difficult 
year,’ said Richard Gordon, 
president of the American Jewish 
Congress, which saw a $21 mil- 
lion trust left to it by philanthro- 
pists Lillian and Martin Steinberg 


Madoff 
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vanish in the fraud. “Like any- 
thing else, you go through anger 
and outrage, and over the year, I 
think you work through some of 
the issues. But there is a tremen- 
dous sense of loss of what you 
could have done.” 

The damage caused to chari- 
ties, especially Jewish nonprofits 
and those that aided Israel, is still 
being assessed. 

Scores of foundations and char- 
itable trusts appear to have lost 
enough money because of Madoff, 
who was active in the Jewish 
community and knew the heads 
of many of the organizations that 
invested with him, to hinder or 
cripple operations. Others lost 
nothing but suffered anyway. 

Jewish Communities of Me- 
troWest New Jersey, a charity 
that didn’t have a dime invested 
with Madoff, still had to slash op- 
erations after more than a dozen 
of its major donors, who had been 
giving $600,000 a year, were 
wiped out in the fraud. 

Its CEO, Max Kleinman, said it 
had to lay off 12 people, furlough 
staff and cut executive salaries. 

Still, the work continued. 

The Elie Wiesel Foundation for 
Humanity, founded by the writer 
and Holocaust survivor, said in a 
posting on its Web site that it still 
managed to have “a productive 
year,” despite losing almost all of 
what it thought was a $15.2 mil- 
lion endowment. 

“Thanks to generosity from 
around the country and world, 
with donations from $5 and up, 
we are pleased to let you know 
that we are able to honor all of our 
commitments and continue all of 
our projects,” the message said. 

American Society for Tech- 
nion, which raises money for a 
technological institute in Israel, 
said that in 2009 it raised $77 
million — slightly more than the 
book value of its vanished Madoff 
investments. 

But while several charity di- 
rectors said they are optimistic 
about the future, a few are still 
wondering whether more bad 
news lies ahead. 

Over the past 12 months, in- 
vestigators unraveling Madoff’s 
finances have learned that sev- 
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Joe CavarReTtTa, SouTH FLorRIDA SUN SENTINEL/AP 


Marshal Ronald Ubaldo stands near one of Bernanrd Madoff’s boats on Nov. 16 in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
A year after Madoff’s scheme collapsed, investigators are still struggling to gauge the impact of the 


massive securities fraud. 


eral charities that had invested 
with the swindler had withdrawn 
millions of dollars over the years 
that, unbeknownst to them, were 
false profits stolen from other 
investors. 

Some of those groups face the 
possibility that they could be 
asked to give that money back. 

The Carl & Ruth Shapiro Fam- 
ily Foundation, a powerhouse in 
giving to hospitals and schools 
for decades, suspended all new 
grant making this year and hasn’t 
announced when its work might 
resume. 

It wasn’t entirely wiped out by 
Madoff. The foundation’s tax re- 
turns said it had $112.3 million 
left in its coffers, even after the 
scandal erased $145 million. 

But like other charities that had 
invested with Madoff for many 
years, the philanthropy could po- 
tentially lose more of its savings 
in the hurricane of legal action 
related to the fraud. 
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Southern, Western states 


By ERIK SCHELZIG 
The Associated Press 


NASHVILLE — It’s been the 
year of the gun in Tennessee. Ina 
flurry of legislative action, hand- 
gun owners won the right to take 
their weapons onto sports fields 
and playgrounds and, at least 
briefly, into bars. 

A change in leadership at the 
state Capitol helped open the 
doors to the gun-related bills and 
put Tennessee at the forefront 
of a largely unnoticed trend: In 
much of the country, it is getting 
easier to carry guns. 

A nationwide review by The 
Associated Press found that 
over the last two years, 24 states, 
mostly in the South and West, 
have passed 47 new laws loosen- 
ing gun restrictions. 

Among other things, legisla- 
tures have allowed firearms to 
be carried in cars, made it ille- 
gal to ask job candidates whether 
they own a gun, and expanded 
agreements that make permits to 
carry handguns in one state valid 
in another. 

The trend is attributed in large 
part to a push by the National 
Rifle Association. The NRA, 
which for years has blocked at- 
tempts in Washington to tighten 
firearms laws, has ramped up its 
efforts at the state level to chip 
away at gun restrictions. 

“This is all a coordinated ap- 
proach to respect that human, 
God-given right of self defense 
by law-abiding Americans,” says 
Chris W. Cox, the NRA’s chief 
lobbyist. “We’ll rest when all 
50 states allow and respect the 
right of law-abiding people to de- 
fend themselves from criminal 
attack.” 

Among the recent gun-friendly 
laws: 

mArizona, Florida, Louisiana 
and Utah have made it illegal for 
businesses to bar their employees 
from storing guns in cars parked 
on company lots. 

m Alabama, Arkansas, Louisi- 
ana, South Carolina and Virginia 
have made some or all handgun 
permit information confidential. 

m Montana, Arizona and Kan- 
sas have allowed handgun per- 
mits to be issued to people who 
have had their felony convictions 
expunged or their full civil rights 
restored. 

m Tennessee and Montana 
have passed laws that exempt 
weapons made and owned in- 
state from federal restrictions. 
Tennessee is the home to Barrett 
Firearms Manufacturing, the 
maker of a .50-caliber shoulder- 
fired rifle that the company says 
can shoot bullets up to five miles 
and is banned in California. 

The AP compiled the data 
on new laws from groups rang- 
ing from the Legal Community 
Against Violence, which advo- 
cates gun control, to the NRA. 

Public attitudes toward gun 
control have shifted strongly 
over the past 50 years, according 
to Gallup polling. In 1959, 60 per- 
cent of respondents said they fa- 
vored a ban on handguns expect 
for “police and other authorized 
persons.” By last year, Gallup’s 
most recent crime survey found 
69 percent opposed such a ban. 

The NRA boasts that almost all 


states grant handgun permits to 
people with clean criminal and 
psychological records. In 1987, 
only 10 states did. Only Wiscon- 
sin, Illinois and the District of 
Columbia now prohibit the prac- 
tice entirely. 

“The NRA has a stranglehold 
on a lot of state legislatures,” said 
Kristin Rand, legislative director 
the Violence Policy Center, a gun 
control group in Washington. 
“They basically have convinced 
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lawmakers they can cost them 
their seats, even though there’s 
no real evidence to back that 
up.” 

Tennessee’s new laws came 
after the Republican takeover of 
the General Assembly this year, 
but most other states that loos- 
ened restrictions didn’t experi- 
ence major partisan shifts. Most 
of the states where the new laws 
were enacted have large rural 
populations, where support for 
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relaxing gun laws 


gun rights tends to cross party 
lines. 

While some states have tight- 
ened gun laws during the same 
period, the list of new restrictive 
laws is much shorter. In 2009 
alone, more than three times as 
many laws were passed to make 
it easier on gun owners. 

New Jersey’s 2009 law limiting 
people to one handgun purchase 
per month is the most notable of 
the more restrictive laws. Other 
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Launching Baghdad 
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examples this year include Mary- 
land’s ban on concealed weapons 
on public transit and Maine’s 
vote to give public universities 
and colleges the power to regu- 
late firearms on campus. 

The most contentious of Ten- 
nessee’s new gun laws was one 
allowing handguns in bars and 
restaurants that serve alcohol. 
It took effect in July after law- 
makers overrode a veto by the 
governor. 
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Big telescopes to track universe's past 


By JOHN JOHNSON JR. 
Los Angeles Times 


TUCSON, Ariz. — If there were 
a Guinness record for making 
telescope mirrors, Dean Ketelsen 
probably would win it. Colleagues 
boast that the onetime Iowa farm 
boy has ground and polished more 
square footage of optics than any 
other human being alive. 

“Tt used to be a mysterious thing 
that hunch-backed people in white 
coats did,” Ketelsen, 55, said while 
taking a break at the University 
of Arizona’s mirror lab. “Now we 
use machines to grind the glass. 
They’ve taken a lot of the black 


The world’s giants 


The Giant Magellan Telescope is one of three monstrous telescopes in various stages of construction 
around the world. The telescopes are projected to be finished by 2018. 
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billion to 6 billion years was when 
the universe developed into the 
form we know. “We have an inkling 
of how that worked, but TMT will 
allow us to understand the details,” 
Steidel said. 

“We’re going to be able to wit- 
ness the first galaxies assembling,” 
said Wendy Freedman, director of 
the Carnegie Observatories, which 
is building the Giant Magellan 
Telescope in South America. “We'll 
also be able to study the first black 
holes.” 

The new telescopes also should 
help find planets outside our solar 
system. Currently, scientists infer 


arts out of it.” 


Maybe so. But Ketelsen can’t 20 


help being as proud as a soccer 
parent of his latest achievement. 
Resting behind him in the labora- 
tory under the university’s football 
stadium was the first of seven huge 
mirrors being made for the Giant 
Magellan Telescope. One of a new 
generation of super-large, ground- 
based telescopes being constructed 
around the world, the Giant Magellan’s 
80-foot-diameter light-gathering area 
will dwarf all other telescopes. 

The lab in Tucson is the only place big 
mirrors are being made. And Ketelsen is 
the acknowledged high priest of the mys- 
terious process. 

“Tt’s just amazing what these new tele- 
scopes will resolve,” Ketelsen said. 

Not since the 1980s, when the last gen- 
eration of big telescopes was built — led 
by the twin 33-foot Keck telescopes on 
Mauna Kea, Hawaii— has there been such 
an air of anticipation in astronomy. The 
Magellan instrument, powerful though it 
will be, is the smallest of three monstrous 
telescopes in various stages of construc- 
tion. Together, they at last will pull back 
the curtain from the universe’s birth 
chamber, allowing scientists for the first 
time to study the processes that created 
today’s mature cosmos of planetary sys- 
tems, stars, galaxies and galaxy clusters 
— all flying apart at breakneck speed. 

“We’re going to be able to peer back 


33 feet 


80 feet 


Sources: Furopean Southern Observatory, GMTO Carp., TMT 


into the universe’s Dark Ages, when ev- 
erything got started,” said Chuck Steidel. 
Steidel is an astronomy professor at Cali- 
fornia Institute of Technology, which, in 
combination with the University of Cali- 
fornia, is planning the Thirty Meter Tele- 
scope at Mauna Kea. 

Even its 98-foot-diameter light-collect- 
ing area will pale next to the European 
Extremely Large Telescope, which will 
possess a collecting area 138 feet across. 

For comparison, consider that the fa- 
mous telescope on Southern California’s 
Mount Wilson, with which Edwin Hubble 
made some of the greatest scientific dis- 
coveries of the 20th century, had a mirror 
slightly larger than 8 feet across. 

The official date of “first light,” when 
all three telescopes begin their work, is 
2018. The real date is a secret, because 
all three are racing to be first. 

“Being first matters,” said Gary Sand- 
ers, who is designing the Thirty Meter 
Telescope. “When you open a window, 
the first to look through it sees the most 
exciting things.” 

Scientists like to refer to big telescopes 


98 feet 





138 feet 


Los Angeles Times 


as time machines, because the farther 
into space they peer, the more ancient the 
light they are seeing. Currently, the best 
time machines are the Keck telescopes 
and a handful of others in that size range, 
as well as the Hubble Space Telescope. 
The new telescopes will be anywhere 
from 10 to 100 times more sensitive than 
those. 

They will scroll the calendar back more 
than 13 billion years, to the era when the 
first structures in the universe began 
forming out of the 
murky plasma that 
dominated the first 
few hundred thou- 


the presence of planets around 
other stars based on, for instance, 
the way a star’s light dims when a 
planet crosses in front of it. 

Markus Kissler-Patig, the proj- 
ect scientist for the European tele- 
scope, said its giant “light bucket” 
might see Earth-like planets for 
the first time, “if the star is close 
enough.” The new telescopes also 
could help unravel the biggest mysteries 
in cosmology today: What are dark mat- 
ter and dark energy? 

Caltech’s telescope and the European 
instrument are using the same design, 
using hundreds of small mirrors, each 
about 4 feet in diameter, to make one 
giant mirror. 

The Giant Magellan Telescope is rely- 
ing on big mirrors. The design calls for six 
mirrors, each 27.5 feet across, arranged 
in a circle around a seventh mirror in 
the center. This 
makes polishing a 
challenge, because 


sand years after 
the Big Bang. That 
era is referred 
to as the Dark 
Ages because the 
universe, mostly 
made of hydrogen 
atoms, was neutral 
and opaque, with- 
out stars. 
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Making telescope mirrors 
is a long, costly process 


The first step in making a big 
mirror is to load 48,000 pounds of 
glass, costing about $1.2 million, 
onto a rotating carousel. Then the 
lid is clamped down and the whole 
mass is cooked for a week at 2,160 
degrees. After the glass is melted 
into the shape of a giant cookie, it is 
allowed to cool for 12 weeks. 

After that, itis moved into the pol- 
ishing room. That’s where the first 
of the Giant Magellan Telescope 
mirrors was resting on a recent 


each mirror has to 
be shaped differ- 
ently. “Making big 
mirrors is like Julia 
Child making a 
souffle — success is 
in the details,” said 
Peter Wehinger, a 
staff | astronomer 
at the Steward 
Observatory. 


afternoon. Even though the mirror 
was cast in 2005, polishing had yet 
to begin. It would take eight or nine 
years to finish the telescope. 


— Los Angeles Times 


Buddy Martin, left, and Dean Ketelsen 
of the Steward Observatory Mirror Lab 
in Tucson inspect a mirror for the 
Giant Magellan Telescope. 
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“There is no more shooting. But nothing else has changed. 


There is still a lot of suffering. People are dying of hunger. ‘i 
Former refugee Garang Mayuol 


Going home as a 


‘Lost Boy 


New film chronicles how three Sudanese 
refugees returned home to find their calling 








By MARGARET RAMIREZ 
Chicago Tribune 


CHICAGO — After he fled Sudan’s civil war in 
the 1980s, Garang Mayuol knew in his heart that he 
would return. 

About 3,800 young Sudanese men Known as “Lost 
Boys” came to the United States in 2001. Rising from 
refugees to American citizens who were attaining 
education and success, the Lost Boys became inter- 
national icons of war and survival. 

Resettlement efforts scattered them across the 
country, but Mayuol, a 27-year-old Wheaton, IIl., 
resident, maintained close contact with two friends 
he had lived with in the Kakuma refugee camp in 
Kenya. All three were determined to return some- 
day to their villages. 

In the summer of 2007, the former Lost Boys — 
Mayuol, Gabriel Bol Deng and Koor Garang — did 
travel back to Sudan for the first time in 20 years, 
on an unforgettable journey that reopened wounds of 
the past and provided new vision for the future. They 
form part of anew movement of Lost Boys who have 
returned to their country to help rebuild, finding that 
a highly publicized peace agreement failed to allevi- 
ate poverty and suffering. 

A new documentary by Seattle filmmaker Jen 
Marlowe, “Rebuilding Hope,” chronicles their trip 
back to their homeland and sheds light on the cur- 
rent struggle for stability in southern Sudan. 

“There is no more shooting. But nothing else has 
changed,” Mayuol said. “There is still a lot of suffer- 
ing. People are dying of hunger. There is disease and 
no medication.” 

Deng and Garang went to Sudan with clear goals 
on what they sought to accomplish. Deng, of Syra- 
cuse, N.Y., planned to build a school in Ariang, his 
childhood village. Garang, who became a nurse 
in Tucson, Ariz., focused on health care 


Garang Mayuol, one of the 
“Lost Boys” of Sudan, is 
the focus of a documentary 
that chronicles his return 
to his native country. 
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and arrived with medical supplies 
and mosquito nets. 

Mayuol was uncertain of his pur- 
pose, so he spoke to elders in his 
village of Lang and found the most 
pressing need was clean water. In 
February, with $12,000 raised from 
Chicago churches and schools, Mayuol 
traveled to Sudan and oversaw drilling 
of six wells that currently provide water 
for 20,000 people. He continues speak- 
ing to raise more funds for wells in other 
villages. 

“TI was unsure what to do,” Mayuol said. % 
“But the most important thing that I saw is * 
that they didn’t have clean drinking water. ... 
People were dying from cholera and other water- — 
borne diseases.” 

After two decades of civil war that killed 2.2 mil- ° 
lion people in south Sudan, a peace agreement was 
signed in 2005 that ended fighting between the most- 
ly Christian Sudan People’s Liberation Army and the 
Arab Muslims who control the government. But the 
peace agreement did not include the western region 
of Darfur, where conflicts still rage. 

“Tn many ways, the stories of these three men are 
vehicles for the larger story of what is happening 
in south Sudan right now,” said Marlowe, the docu- 
mentary filmmaker. “There is also the universal 
theme of home and family and community and 
what does it mean to be in between these 
two communities and how can you 
use the resources that you 
have to contribute to a 
community at 
home.” 
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Salvation Army 
expands use of 
‘plastic kettles’ 


By KRISTEN WYATT 
The Associated Press 


COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. 
— There could be less jingle in 
the Salvation’s Army’s hallmark 
red kettles this season. The chari- 
ty is testing kettles that take debit 
and credit cards. 

The growth of so-called “plas- 
tic kettles” comes as fewer shop- 
pers carry cash. Bell ringers who 
stand outside stores during the 
holiday season say that more and 
more shoppers are shaking their 
heads and smiling as they pass 
by, apologizing for not having 
spare change or cash to drop in 
the red kettles. 

Last year Salvation Army test- 
ed the credit machines in two cit- 
ies, Dallas and Colorado Springs. 
This year the plastic kettles will 
be tested in 30 cities. 

In Colorado Springs, fundrais- 
ing last year went up $64,000 
from the year before, an 11 per- 
cent increase. About $5,000 of 
the increase was from donors 
using credit or debit cards at the 
kettles. 

“It used to be people would 
spend their money at the store 
counters, walk out and drop their 
change in the kettles. They don’t 
shop that way anymore,” said 
Maj. Don Gilger, coordinator of 
the Salvation Army of El Paso 
County. “We all realize that peo- 
ple are carrying less cash than 
they did 10 years ago.” 

The kettles that take credit 
don’t look any different. But next 
to the metal red kettles are wire- 
less card readers that resemble 
do-it-yourself readers at gas sta- 
tions. The machines print two re- 
ceipts, one for the donor and one 
to drop in the kettle. Salvation 
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P. Kevin Morey, Richmonp Times-DispatcuH/AP 


Matt Sims, bandmaster for the Salvation Army, talks a donor through 
a credit card donation at the kettle he was manning at the Forest Hill 


Ukrop’s in Richmond, Va. 


Army pays credit-processing fees 
the same as any retailer. 

But the plastic kettles take 
some getting used to. In Colorado 
Springs, volunteer bell ringer 
Dave Flack wasn’t sure what 
to make of his first day ringing 
bells next to a credit machine. 
The 61-year-old keeps a three- 
ring-notebook full of Christmas 
carols handy to sing to shoppers 
outside the grocery store where 
he volunteers, but he needed to 
borrow a pen from the Salvation 
Army manager who showed him 
how to take donations using the 
machine. 

Flack said he’d be willing to 
give it a shot. 

“T’ve been doing this five years, 
and I hear people say they’d like 
to help but don’t have any cash. 
I don’t know if they’ll use this or 
not,” Flack said. “But the need is 
great, so whatever it takes, we’ll 
try it.” 

Shoppers looked at the plastic 
kettle with interest. No one used 
it right away, but they liked the 
idea. 

“This is great. I’ve never seen 
that before,’ said shopper Sara 
Trumbley, whose two small chil- 
dren dropped coins in the kettle. 
“A lot of times [ll walk by and 
think, ‘I have no cash, that stinks.’ 
People are going to be excited to 
see this.” 

The charity says its red kettles 
brought in more than $130 million 
nationwide last year, an increase 
of 17 percent from 2007. Salvation 
Army officials aren’t sure how 
much of the increase came from 
credit or debit donations. 

Anecdotal evidence indicates 
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people who stop to make credit or 
debit donations make larger gifts, 
at least a few dollars. Salvation 
Army Maj. George Hood, spokes- 
man for the Arlington, Va.-based 
charity, said that the donation 
sizes are similar to online dona- 
tions, which average about $75. 

Denver-area bell ringers get- 
ting ready to try the new machines 
said the plastic kettles could make 
it safer to volunteer. The charity 
insists that red kettle thefts are 
rare, but volunteer bell ringers 
say robberies happen and that vol- 
unteers would be safer standing 
next to kettles with less cash. 
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Budget cuts lead California 
town to Charlie Brown tree 


By Haven DALEY 
The Associated Press 


CONCORD, Calif. Oh 
Christmas tree, how puny are 
your branches. 

That’s the first reaction by 
many people to the lopsided 
brownish tree decorated by the 
city of Concord this year for the 
holiday. 

“This thing looks like it’s dead 
and it’s leaning over,’ Concord 
resident Bill Gram-Reefer said 
Wednesday. “It just doesn’t evoke 
a Christmas tree to me.” 

Adds resident Pat Breen: “It’s 
kind of sad after all the nice trees 
that Concord has had.” 

Officials said budget woes 
forced them to forgo a freshly 
cut, full-bodied tree for one that 
was already growing in a city 
plaza. 

“We had to cut $8 million out of 
our budget and had to lay people 
off, so we had to figure out a way 
to share the spirit of the season 
while still cutting expenses,” ex- 
plained Mayor Guy Bjerke. 

He said the city would have 
ended up spending about $23,000 
for a cut tree had they not opted 
to use the one growing in Todos 
Santos Plaza. 

The city chose the tree over 
other fuller trees in the plaza 
because of its location near an 
electrical outlet and away from 
the road. 

While onlookers have de- 
scribed it as pathetic, scraggly 
and a sad reflection of the econ- 
omy, it is getting a lot of attention 
and even finding supporters. 

“Tt’s unique! It’s a unique tree, 
and no one else has anything like 
it,” said resident Jo Ellen Keith. 
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Dean Coppo.ia, ConTRA 
Costa (CatiF.) Times/AP 


Officials in Concord, Calif. say 
using an existing tree is saving 
the city about $20,000 and is 
more eco-friendly than a cut 
one. 


It’s also drawing comparisons 
to the puny tree that Peanuts’ 
character Charlie Brown picks 
out in the classic animated TV 
special. City officials hope their 
tree reminds all who see it of the 
true spirit of the season, just as 
Charlie Brown’s did for the Pea- 
nuts characters. 


Concord resident Carol 
Mason has no problem with that 
message. 


“It makes a statement, and I 
think it’s good,” she said. “It’s 
good.” 
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From left: Waqir Hussain Khan, Ramys Zamzam, Umar Farooq, Ahmad Abdulminni and Aman Hasan 
Yamer, all American Muslims, are being held in Pakistan over alleged terrorist links. Officials said Friday 


that the five will likely be deported. 





Pakistan may deport U.S. 


men who sought al-Qaida 


By Curis BRUMMITT 
AND MATTHEW LEE 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — A senior State Department of- 
ficial said Friday the U.S. expects Pakistan to de- 
port five young Americans detained there after they 
allegedly sought to join up with terrorist groups and 
left behind a video saying fellow Muslims must be 
defended. 

The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, 
said Friday that it is not yet clear whether the five 
men may have broken any Pakistani or U.S. laws 
during their stay in Pakistan. The five allegedly 
told local investigators they were trying to connect 
with al-Qaida-linked militant groups and intended 
to cross the border into Afghanistan and fight U.S. 
troops there. 

The official confirmed that U.S. diplomats in Pak- 
istan visited the detainees on Friday for a second 
time. Diplomatic security and FBI agents visited the 
men on Thursday. There was no immediate indica- 
tion when the five might be returned to the United 


States. 

A local police chief in Pakistan also said Friday 
the five will most likely be deported. 

Pakistan authorities say the men used the social 
networking site Facebook and the Internet video site 
YouTube to try to connect with extremist groups in 
Pakistan. When they arrived in Pakistan, they al- 
legedly took that effort to the street. 

They were reported missing by their families 
in the Washington area a week ago after one of 
them left behind a farewell video showing scenes 
of war and casualties and saying Muslims must be 
defended. 

Pakistani police detained them this week — along 
with one of their fathers — in Sargodha, a town in the 
eastern province of Punjab. 

A senior government official in Punjab said the 
five were being questioned first, and the overall 
legal process could take weeks. 

“They are under investigation. We need to estab- 
lish their links,’ said Punjab Law Minister Rana 
Sanaullah. 
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N. Korea ready to 
settle differences 
alter recent talks 


By CarA ANNA 
The Associated Press 


BEIJING — North Korea said 
Friday it will work with the Unit- 
ed States to resolve unspecified 
differences remaining after rare 
high-level talks with President 
Barack Obama’s envoy aimed at 
restarting international nuclear 
negotiations. 

It was North Korea’s first re- 
action to three days of talks with 
special envoy Stephen Bosworth, 
who arrived in Beijing on Friday 
to brief Chinese officials. 

North Korea’s Foreign Minis- 
try said it understands the need 
to resume the six-nation nuclear 
talks that the communist nation 
walked away from earlier this 
year — vowing never to return — 
before conducting its second-ever 
nuclear test. 

Bosworth said after leaving 
North Korea on Thursday that 
the two sides reached a “common 
understanding” on the need to re- 
start the nuclear negotiations. 

In Beying, Bosworth was to 
meet Foreign Minister Yang Jie- 
chi and China’s nuclear envoy, 
Vice Foreign Minister Wu Dawei, 
a ministry spokeswoman said. 

Though North Korea stopped 
short of making a firm commit- 
ment to return to the negotiating 
table, its reaction was positive and 
raised hopes that the stalled dis- 
armament process could resume. 





Lee Sanc-HAK, YONHAP/AP 


South Korean Prime Minister 
Chung Un-chan holds a machine 
gun at a military base near the 
demilitarized zone at Yeonchon 
County, Seoul, on Friday. North 
Korea said Friday it will work 
with the United States to resolve 
unspecified “differences” in 
restarting international nuclear 
negotiations. 


Its Foreign Ministry said the 
meetings with the U.S. “deepened 
the mutual understanding, nar- 
rowed their differences and found 
not a few common points.” 

The two sides “also reached a 
series of common understand- 
ings of the need to resume the six- 
party talks and the importance of 
implementing” a 2005 disarma- 
ment pact, it said in a statement 
carried by the official Korean 
Central News Agency. 


EU leaders urge 
action against Iran 


BRUSSELS — EU leaders on 
Friday urged international ac- 
tion against Iran because of its 
refusal to cooperate over its nu- 
clear program, as the threat of 
new sanctions looms. 

“Tran’s persistent failure to 
meet its international obliga- 
tions and Iran’s apparent lack of 
interest in pursuing negotiations 
require a clear response,” said a 
statement approved by the 27 EU 
leaders at a summit in Brussels. 

“The European Union stands 
ready to take the necessary 
steps,” it said, ordering EU for- 
eign ministers to prepare these 
“steps,” without elaborating on 
whether that would mean sepa- 
rate EU sanctions or support for 
new U.N. sanctions. 

The United States, Britain 
and France warned Thursday 


59 


REASONS 


TO CHOOSE 
OMNI 


Click today... cash tomorrow® www.militaryloans.com 


that Iran is risking increased 
sanctions. 


Draft sets timetable for 
reducing emissions 


COPENHAGEN — Wealthy 
nations would commit to dras- 
tically reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions in the next decade, and 
the world should strive to nearly 
eliminate them — or at least cut 
them in half — by 2050 under a 
draft agreement circulated Fri- 
day at the U.N. climate talks. 

The draft pulled together the 
main elements of a global pact 
that 192 nations have been ne- 
gotiating for two years, but left 
numbers on financing and cut- 
ting greenhouse gas emissions 
for world leaders to hammer out 
next week. 
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Injured Civilian Workers 


including Non-US Citizens 


The Law Offices of Barnett & Lerner, P.A. 


Know and protect your legal rights 


If you work for a company under contract with the United States Government outside 
the U.S., and fall ill or are injured at work, you may have the right to benefits under U.S. 
law. You may be entitled to benefits under the Defense Base Act. This law protects 
and applies to all injured employees, regardless of their citizenship or nationality. 
You must notify your employer immediately of an injury or accident and a claim must 
be filed with the US Department of Labor. Under the law, you may be entitled to select 
a doctor and you may be entitled to wages if unable or restricted from working. 


Barnett & Lerner, PA. represents injured 
workers throughout the world and assists 
them in getting appropriate medical care 
and lost wages. 


In addition, we are available for 
a free consultation 

US TOLL FREE 888-732-7425 
or 954-920-7400 


Barnett & Lerner 
Ree \Proteoused Actecs £108 


fighting for injured workers 


Hire us from your computer 


www.injuredoverseas.com \ 4 


You can now hire Barnett & Lerner, PA. directly from your computer. The firm uses electronic 
signature software which enables you to retain our services from your desktop. 
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Egypt to block 





smuggling tunnels 


By SARAH EL DEEB 
The Associated Press 


CAIRO — Egypt is installing 
a series of metal sheets some 60 
feet deep along its border with 
Gaza in an attempt to block tun- 
nels that serve as a key conduit to 
bring weapons into the Palestin- 
ian territory, border guards and 
area residents said Thursday. 

The work poses arisk to Egypt’s 
relations with Hamas, a Palestin- 
ian militant group that has con- 
trolled the Gaza Strip since 2007, 
and could undermine its role as a 
regional mediator. 

Egypt is already under fire 
from Arab and Muslim groups 
for cooperating with Israel in its 
two-year blockade of the impov- 
erished territory, with 1.4 million 
residents. 

The border project appears to 
be one of a series of measures 
Egypt has taken, some of them 
in cooperation with the U.S., to 
crack down on smuggling since 
the end of Israel’s war on Hamas 
last winter. 

The tunnels were a main target 
of Israel’s offensive. 

“We in Hamas can’t believe 
that Egypt would put barriers be- 
tween us,” said Hamas lawmaker 
Yehiye Moussa. 

“We know that Egypt is under 
American and international pres- 
sure, but we hope that this is not 
true. We demand that Egypt open 
its border.” 

But the tunnels also create an 
issue for Egypt, allowing terror- 
ists to slip into the country from 
Gaza and attempt attacks. 


Ousted leader makes 
plan to exit Honduras 


BRASILIA, Brazil — Ousted 
Honduran President Manuel Ze- 
laya said he will leave the Brazil- 
ian Embassy in Honduras by Jan. 
27, when his presidential term 
ends, according to an interview 
broadcast Friday. 

In the telephone interview 
with Globo TV, Zelaya did not say 
where he would go. 

His comments aired a day after 
Honduras’ coup-installed govern- 
ment said he is free to leave the 
country, but not as president. 


19 die in collapse as 
Turkish mine explodes 


ANKARA, Turkey — An ex- 
plosion caused the collapse of an 
underground chamber of a Turk- 
ish coal mine, killing 19 workers, 
the government said Friday. 

The blast at a mine in north- 
western Turkey buried the min- 
ers nearly 720 feet below the 
surface on Thursday night, said 
Labor Minister Omer Dincer. 

The explosion was triggered 
by the use of dynamite during 
the digging in the mine, said Gov. 
Sahabettin Harput of the western 
province of Bursa. 


Residents along the border 
said that in recent weeks they 
have seen Egyptian construction 
crews clearing a corridor along 
the frontier, then drilling deep 
holes. 

They said the workers then 
filled the trenches with sand. The 
residents spoke on condition of 
anonymity for fear of reprisal. 

A resident of Rafah, a city di- 
vided by the Egypt-Gaza border, 
said Egyptian crews near his 
home were clearing a dirt corri- 
dor about 90 yards from the bor- 
der over the past 20 days. 

The man who identified himself 
only by his first name, Ashraf, 
for fear of harassment, said they 
were drilling holes about 20 yards 
deep and filling them with sand. 

A Gaza security official said he 
has seen drilling machines oper- 
ating on the other side of the bor- 
der, equipped with an attachment 
to hoist metal. 

He said the workers are in- 
stalling metal into the trenches 
at night. 

The official and a Hamas bor- 
der guard said the Egyptians 
have been digging for the past 17 
days in the area where the bor- 
ders of Egypt, Israel and Gaza 
meet. 

They said they dig during 
the day and put metal into the 
ground at night. Both men re- 
quested anonymity because they 
were not authorized to speak on 
the subject. 

Government officials did not 
return calls seeking comment. 


Ugandan law bans 
female circumcision 


KAMPALA, Uganda — A 
Ugandan official said that parlia- 
ment has passed a bill banning 
female genital mutilation. 

It is illegal in more than a dozen 
African countries. 

Uganda’s Minister of Ethics 
and Integrity James Nsaba Bu- 
turo said that the new law, passed 
without opposition late Thurs- 
day, could give offenders a life 
sentence. 

Female genital mutilation, also 
known as female circumcision, is 
practiced mostly in northeastern 
Uganda on more than 3,000 girls 
each December. 


Wendy’s announces 
withdrawal from Japan 


TOKYO — Wendy’s burger 
chain will withdraw from Japan, 
ending a 29-year presence in an 
Asian market long dominated by 
McDonald’s Corp. 

Zensho Co. Ltd., which runs 
America’s No. 3 hamburger chain 
in Japan, said Friday it will end 
its contract with Wendy’s/Arby’s 
Group Inc. and close the coun- 
try’s 71 Wendy’s burger shops by 
the end of December. 
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Finally, Airbus military transport plane makes first flight 


—_ 








Micguet ANGEL Morenatti/AP 


The new military Airbus A400M transport plane takes off during an inaugural exhibition flight in Seville, 
Spain, on Friday. The transport plane has caused Airbus and European defense ministers budgetary and 
logistical headaches; the A400M program was launched six years ago with an order for 180 planes 
from seven governments, but it is running at least three years behind schedule. 


Ex-Cyprus president’s remains stolen 


The Associated Press 


NICOSIA, Cyprus — Grave 
robbers stole the corpse of former 
Cyprus President Tassos Papado- 
poulos after digging up his coffin 
on the eve of the first anniversary 
of the statesmen’s death, police 
said Friday. 


JVC 


The Perfect Experience = 





The name and date of birth of 
the hard-line former president of 
Greek Cypriot had been obscured 
on the tombstone. 

Police investigators did not 
discuss a possible motive for the 
violation. 

Cyprus was split into a Turk- 


ish-occupied north and a Greek 
Cypriot south in 1974. 

Saturday is the first anniversa- 
ry of the death of Papadopoulos, 
who had famously urged Greek 
Cypriots to reject a U.N.-brokered 
reunification plan. 

He died Dec. 12, 2008, at 74. 


Kelly Minikus was the lucky winner of this year’s Best of the Pacific drawing. 
Kelly, from Yokosuka NB, is pictured here with her daughter Emilynn and baby Isaiah. 
Watch for your chance to win this coming summer! 


Thank you JVG for providing the 47” LCD TV Grand Prize! 


To subscribe to Stars and Stripes, email circulation@pstripes.osd.mil 
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New Venezuelan law seeks to ban violent video games 


By CHARLIE DEVEREUX 
GlobalPost 


CARACAS, Venezuela — At 
a video arcade in the center of 
Venezuela’s capital, the sound 
of tapping buttons and the rattle 
of virtual gunfire fills the room 
as young boys battle mercenar- 
ies and zombies on games such 
as “Target: Terror Gold” and 
“House of the Dead 2.” 

But in a few months this busy 
arcade will likely stand silent and 
empty, thanks to a new law that 
would ban the sale and playing of 
violent video games and toys. 

The law is an attempt to tackle 
the epidemic of violence plaguing 
this South American country. Ca- 
racas — with 2,710 murders, or 
130 per 100,000 citizens in 2007 
—has one of the highest homicide 
rates in the world. 

The law was based on several 
studies in the United States and 
Japan that conclude violent video 
games increase aggressive ten- 
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dencies in children, said Nation- 
al Assembly lawmaker Wilmer 
Iglesias of Fatherland For All, a 
party allied with President Hugo 
Chavez. The assembly has ap- 
proved the law but it may be al- 
tered before being signed by the 
president. 

But many dispute the link be- 
tween the games and actual vio- 
lence, saying the law will do little 
to address the real roots of crime. 
And they say the law goes too 
far in banning even adults from 
playing. 

In addition to video games, toys 
that include any kind of weapon 
or that imitate the armed force or 
state security apparatus would be 
banned. Toys that don’t promote a 
situation of war but still “establish 
a type of game that stimulates ag- 
gression and violence” would also 
fall under the ban. 

“We’re not saying that this law 
pretends to solve the problem 
of violence, but we believe that 
there are great problems and 
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their solution is complex, cultural 
and multifaceted, and if that is 
true we need to attack it from all 
points of view that can influence 
it,” Iglesias said. 

But other studies say that there 
is no evidence of a connection 
between adolescent violence and 
video games. Cheryl K. Olson, 
co-author of “Grand Theft Child- 
hood: The Surprising Truth 
About Violent Video Games and 
What Parents Can Do,” said that 
in her study of the influences on 
“school shooters” in the United 
States, the only commonality was 
male gender and a tendency to- 
ward depression. 

“The more closely you look at 
the problem, the more it crum- 
bles,” she said. A lot of politicians 
may be sincere, she said, but con- 
centrating on violent video games 
“takes attention away from 
things we know can really make 
a difference.” 

Game developers in Venezuela 
say they agree that children should 
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be protected from some violent 
video games but that the law is 
excessive in banning even adults 
from playing. Ciro Duran, coordi- 
nator of the National Industry of 
Video Games, Entertainment and 
Digital Arts, said the wording of 
the law would open interpretation 
for banning even apparently inno- 
cent video games. 

“As video game developers, we 
are basically going to have to go 
to the government and ask them, 
‘What is a violent video game?’” 
he said. “We’re talking about a 
much more profound problem 
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“Mercenaries 2: 
World in Flames” 
features a plot in 
which a power- 
hungry tyrant 
uses Venezuela’s 

oil supply to 
overthrow the 
government. 
Venezuelan 
authorities said 
the game was a 
coded plot to stir 
up support for an 
invasion of Venezuela. 


Courtesy of Electronic Arts 


here. The kids who turn violent 
from playing violent games are 
kids who are already violent. 
There is a very real problem 
which is, ‘What is the true cause 
of child violence?’” 

Venezuela does not have a clas- 
sification system like the one in 
the U.S. that ranks video games 
from “E” for everyone to “AO” 
for adults only. Iglesias said they 
considered that route but de- 
cided an outright ban was more 
appropriate because of Venezu- 
ela’s extensive network of pirate 
vendors. 
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The influx of millions of dollars in ransoms has changed life in some coastal communities in Somalia, driving prices up and creating a schism between the 
pirate-haves and have-nots. The lifestyle of the pirates, with big houses, fast cars and easy drugs, is decried by both religious leaders and ordinary villagers. 


The millions pirates earn from ransoms exacts a cost on ordinary Somalis 


By MoHAMED OLAD HASSAN 
The Associated Press 


BOSSASO, Somalia — A parcel of 
land here that sold for $12,000 two 
years ago now costs more than $20,000. 
The price of a nice pair of men’s shoes 
has gone up from $20 to $50. 

The reason: pirates. 

The influx of millions of dollars in 
ransoms has changed life in this coast- 
al Muslim community, driving prices 
up and creating a schism between the 
pirate haves and have-nots. As piracy 
ramps up again with the end of the mon- 
soon season, the lifestyle of the pirates 
— big houses, fast cars and easy drugs 
— is decried by both religious leaders 
and ordinary villagers. 

“The use of drugs such as cannabis 
and the drinking of alcohol, sex and 
other obnoxious misconduct are now 
becoming common within the pirates, 
causing social problems,” said Sheik 
Ahmed, a mosque leader in the town of 
Galkayo. “That is what is worrying us, 
a lot more than the risk they pose to the 
foreign ships and crew.” 

In November, pirates were paid a re- 
ported $3.3 million to release 36 crew 
members from a Spanish vessel held 
hostage for more than six weeks. Pi- 
rates stand to make tens of thousands 
from the payment, money that will 
pulse through the community in gifts, 
loans and payments to family, friends 
and businesses. 

The European Union Naval Force 
says pirates now hold 11 ships and 264 
crew members hostage off the coast of 
Somalia. There is little doubt that more 
ransom money is coming. 

“There is mad money circulating 
here, and it affects everybody directly 


or indirectly,’ said Haji Said, a hotel 
owner. 

A lone paved road passes through the 
middle of Bossaso, and hotels, business- 
es and new construction line its sides. 
SUVs and luxury vehicles from Asia ply 
the road with American, Somali and In- 
dian music blasting from within. 

The price of clothes, shoes and cos- 
metics is climbing, said Anshur Kamil, 
a businessman. Pirates do not even 


When villagers 
think the price of a 
cosmetic is too high, their 
reply is “we are not pirates.” 


The Spanish trawler Alakrana on Nov. 17. 


have to pay upfront. Those holding ships 
hostage who have not yet received ran- 
som can buy goods on credit, at elevated 
prices, and settle up their debts when the 
ransom money comes in, villagers say. 
The pirates pay in dollars and do not 
bother to haggle, said Khadra Abdul- 
lahi, a shop owner in Bossaso, a coastal 


town on the northern edge of Somalia. 

“Sometimes they leave change be- 
hind, which shows that money is noth- 
ing to them.” 

When villagers think the price of a 
cosmetic is too high, their reply is “we 
are not pirates,” said Abdullahi. 

The closer to the pirate dens one gets, 
the higher the prices go. In the nearby 
town of Eyl, a cup of tea costs three 
times as much as in Bossaso. In Eyl, pi- 
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rates pay $5 for a shoeshine, compared 
with 50 cents in Bossaso, said Hashim 
Salad, a store owner. 

Two years ago, a teenager named 
Adani lived on the streets of Bossaso. 
Now, at only 19 years old, he is a pirate 
and owns a big house and large truck. He 
says he has taken part in two hijackings 


that earned him $75,000 and plans to 
participate in one more high-seas heist. 

“When you have nothing, people de- 
spise you, and if they see that you have 
money, you will be respected,” said 
Adani, who gave only one name for fear 
of reprisals. “This next job will be my 
last in the piracy trade. I know it’s a big 
risk but I believe in gambling. If I win, I 
will get married and give up piracy.” 

Roger Middleton, a piracy expert at 
the London-based think tank Chatham 
House, said the average ransom has 
risen from roughly $1 million last year 
to $2 million this year. He said pirates 
have been paid more than $100 mil- 
lion in the last two years, although he 
stressed that the number was an esti- 
mate only. No one has hard figures. 

“T’m sure there’s some resentment at 
the way pirates behave and the lifestyle 
they lead. It’s not a traditional or righ- 
teous one,” Middleton said. 

Clerics and village elders say they 
do not approve of the pirate lifestyle. 
Teenagers threaten their parents that 
they will join the pirates if they do not 
get their way, said a prominent Bossaso 
elder, Suldan Mohamud Aw-nor. 

Marriage has also been affected 
by pirates with pockets full of cash. 
Hundreds of cars escort the bride and 
groom to the reception, where the house 
is crammed with expensive furniture, 
and the bride wears expensive gold jew- 
elry, said Shamso Ahmed, the owner of 
a beauty salon. Thousands of dollars are 
paid to brides’ families as a dowry. 

“Pirates do not waste time to woo 
women, but instead pay them a lot,” said 
Sahro Mohamed. “They did this to sev- 
eral girls I know.” 
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Man seeks $110 million in ‘Bruno’ lawsuit 


Palestinian shopkeeper and father 

portrayed as a terrorist in the movie 

“Bruno” is suing film star Sacha Baron 
ohen, David Letterman and others for 


libel and slander. 


The lawsuit filed last week by Ayman Abu 
Aita in District of Columbia federal court seeks 


$110 million in damages. 


In the movie, Baron Cohen plays a gay Aus- 
trian fashion journalist trying to make it big in 


the United States. To achieve 
worldwide fame, Bruno 
travels to the Middle East to 
make peace. He interviews 
Abu Aita, and a caption labels 
the Bethlehem shopkeeper as 
a member of the militant Al- 
Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigade. 

Abu Aita is suing CBS and 
Letterman’s company World- 
wide Pants over an interview 
before the film’s release 
where the “Late Show” host 
and Baron Cohen discussed 
Bruno’s encounter with a 
“terrorist.” 

In the interview, Baron 
Cohen, 37, said he set up the 
meeting in the West Bank 
with the help of a CIA agent. 
Baron Cohen said he feared 
for his safety and interviewed 
the “terrorist” at a secret 
location chosen by Abu Aita. 
A clip was then played on 
“The Late Show with David 
Letterman.” 

According to the lawsuit, 
however, the interview with 
Abu Aita took place at a hotel 
chosen by Baron Cohen. 

Film distributor NBC 
Universal and director Larry 


Charles are also named in the lawsuit. 

Baron Cohen, a British comedian, also faced 
multiple lawsuits after his earlier movie, “Borat.” 
Most of the lawsuits were thrown out. 


Billy Joel: Daughter had 
‘devastating heartbreak’ 


Pop star Billy Joel and supermodel Christie 


from her “dangerous actions” of last weekend, 
when New York City police received an emergen- 
cy call about Alexa Ray Joel. 

In a statement released Wednesday, Joel and 


Brinkley say their daughter’s actions came “while 


suffering a devastating heartbreak.” The state- 
ment didn’t specify what her actions were. 


Joel and Brinkley also say a report published 





2 

AP file 
British actor Sacha Baron Cohen, who 
plays the part of Bruno, is among 
those being sued for libel and slander 
by a Palestinian shopkeeper portrayed 
as a terrorist in the movie “Bruno.” 


“20/20.” 


Brinkley say their daughter is trying to recover 


NFLs T.0. becomes model 


The catwalk might never be the same now that Ter- 
rell Owens has signed a deal with a modeling agency. 

Having already launched a reality TV show and 
promoted his own breakfast cereal, the Buffalo Bills 
receiver is ready to try fashion after signing a deal 
with Wilhelmina Models this week. 

“When you’ve got some good looks like myself, 
you’ve got to take full advantage of it,”” Owens said 
after practice Wednesday, noting Wilhelmina ap- 


proached him with the offer. 


Wilhelmina signed Owens to its sports division, 
which also promotes boxer Roy Jones Jr., NBA star 
Andrei Kirilenko and U.S. speedskater Allison Baver. 


— The Associated Press 



















Tuesday in the New York Post was “false.” The 
Post reported the 23-year-old attempted suicide 


after a fight with her mother 
during a family vacation. 

A publicist for Alexa Ray 
Joel said this week she was 
feeling better and was with 
family. 


Hot dish 


A judge ordered Nas 
to increase his payments 
to his soon-to-be ex-wife, 
Kelis, and their infant son to 
$51,101 a month Wednesday. 
The ruling came after two 
days of testimony about the 
musicians, during which 
both were portrayed as 
cash-strapped. Nas had been 
paying Kelis nearly $40,000 
a month since July. 


Elections officials dropped 
an investigation into 2003 
“American Idol” runnerup 
Clay Aiken’s voter registra- 
tion on Wednesday, weeks 
after the singer ruffled 
feathers by slamming some 
local school board candi- 
dates on his blog. The Wake 
County Board of Elections 
agreed there was enough 
evidence to indicate Aiken 


likely voted unlawfully there while living in 

a neighboring county. There was no evidence 
presented that Aiken deliberately sought to violate 
election law, and Aiken wrote a letter asking of- 
ficials to remove him from their voting rolls. 


ABC says Chris Cuomo is leaving “Good 
Morning America” to co-host the newsmagazine 


— The Associated Press 





Why many men 
envy Meryl Streep 


Penelope Cruz, left, wants to kiss 
Meryl Streep, right, all over. Cruz 
has a weird obsession with Streep 


her at Hollywood events, she runs 
a word. Cruz says watching Streep 


in “Silkwood” makes her “want to 
kiss her feet,” too. 


and admits that every time she sees 


up and smooches her without saying 


— Wireless Flash 
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Break Media’s “Tiger Hunting” online game, pictured above 
and at bottom, has players guide a cartoon Tiger Woods in his 
Escalade, with a supposed mistress seated beside him and a 
character portraying his wife chasing them, golf club in hand. 


Company considers Woods’ woes 
fair game for online amusement 


mong all of the buzz- 
A words about “light- 

speed DNS” and “real 
time,” there have been few 
events that drive home the 
point of just how fast technol- 
ogy and its users are. The 
Tiger Woods saga was a hole 
in one for the Internet’s quick 
turnaround time. 

A good example is Break 
Media’s Tiger Hunting online 
game (www.break.com/ 
games/tiger-woods-wife- 
outrun.html). The simple 


a Break-owned men’s humor 
blog. 

A four-day turnaround, and 
even then, Break was taking 
its time. 

“Tf we had a sense of 
urgency, if we wanted to, we 
could have put it up quicker,” 
Nick Wilson, Break’s chief 
technology officer, said ina 
phone interview Tuesday. 

Break employees and 
friends spent a day testing the 
game and discussing whether 
they had gone too far. 


distraction “Should 
has play- éd he run 
sea Cartoon format allows Rane 
acartoon —-_-ygu to Satirize things.” baby. yes 
Tiger or no? 
Woods in — game developer Chris Paisley Wilson _ 
his Esca- said, remi- 
lade, with niscing 


a supposed mistress seated 
beside him. Meanwhile, a 
character portraying his 
crazed wife chases them on 
foot, golf club in hand. Players 
must swerve to avoid obsta- 
cles, including trees, trophies 
and babies. 

Concept art and planning 
were drawn up over Thanks- 
giving weekend as news 
media buzzed and shot at 
every angle, be it police state- 
ments or gossip. 

On Nov. 30, Break devel- 
oper Chris Paisley began 
programming the game in 
Flash. By the next night, 
Tiger Hunting was online and 
being promoted on Holy Taco, 


about internal discussions. 
He’s referring to a cartoon 
tot, one of the road obstacles. 
“Sure, why not?” 

The game is just one more 
contributing factor to a cul- 
ture steeped in the story of 
the moment. Its silly execu- 
tion allows Break to get away 
with some moral bogeys. 

“It’s good not to take it too 
seriously,” said Paisley, the 
developer. “Cartoon format 
allows you to satirize things.” 

In the first few days fol- 
lowing release, the game had 
been played 750,000 times, 
wrote Break spokeswoman 
Meredith Kendall. 

— Los Angeles Times 
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Does Jennifer Carpenter (“Dexter,” “The Exorcism of 

Emily Rose”) practice looking scared? — Alison Fred- 
ericks, Richmond, Va. 
A “T think of falling down a flight of stairs and what that 

would feel or look like, and turn up the volume,” said the 
30-year-old actress, who won a 2006 MTV Movie Award 
for Best Frightened Performance for “Emily Rose.” “I 
won't lie — for that one, I practiced in a room that had 
no furniture, just mirrors on every wall. I would see how 
I could contort myself and look grotesque.” Sounds like a 
horror movie itself. 


Who’s the announcer for “Saturday Night Live”? Has 

it always been the same person? — Don Byington, 
West Greenwich, R.I. 

Except for one season (1981-82), it’s been the great Don 

Pardo. Now 91, he began his career in radio in the late 
1930s and became NBC’s top game show announcer before 
going to help out the kids on SNL. Retire? Unlikely. “Lorne 
Michaels [producer of ‘SNL] says I’m not 100 yet,” Pardo 
told us from his home in Tucson — he flies to New York 
for every broadcast. “It’s rough,” he said of the commute. 
But what would we do without his booming “It’s Saturday 
Night Live!’’? 


How many dogs does 

“Dog Whisperer” 
Cesar Millan own? — 
Linda Simmons, Nashua, 
N.H. 

“We are blessed with 

30,” Millan said. “My 
sons — Andre is 15, Cal- 
vin is 10 — learned to 
crawl around and walk 
with dogs. A dog be- 
comes a member of the 
family, but he shouldn’t 
run it. What happens in 
America is that dogs run 
people’s families. This 
is good for me, because 
I get to have a show.” 
Lucky dog! 





Cesar Millan, aka “The Dog 
Whisperer,” is the top dog 
among the 30-canine pack at 
his household. 


Why do shows like “90210” use actors in their 20s 
to play high school students? If the series is a suc- 


teen characters the actors play. 








Screen Gems 








Jennifer Carpenter, above left in “Quarantine” and above right at the 2009 “Scream Awards” in Los Angeles, is 


known for her ability to look absolutely terrified. 


cess, it only gets worse as the actors get 
older. — Joe Whalen, North Little Rock, 
Ark. 

There’s a long history of actors “playing 

younger” to portray high school charac- 
ters, especially when a show is sexual and 
glitzy. By the time “Beverly Hills 90210” 
ended in 2000, Luke Perry was 33. In The 
CW’s current “90210,” two of the leads, 
Shenae Grimes and Tristan Wilds, are 20. 
That’s pretty close to teen. Then again, 
when you get to be our age, everybody 
under 30 looks like a kid anyway. 


Was Olivia Wilde relieved to be return- 
ing to “House” after her boyfriend on 
the show, Dr. 
Foreman (Omar 


Epps), fired 
her? — Andrea 
Barton, Pasa- 


dena, Calif. 
A “Being back 
on the team 
is very excit- 
ing,” Wilde, 25, 
said. Exciting, too, for fans of 
“House,” who love (or love to 
hate) her character — Dr. Remy 
“Thirteen” Hadley, a_sharp- 
tongued bisexual with a rare 
hereditary disease. Envy alert: 
The actress is not only beautiful 
and intelligent but is married to 
a genuine Italian prince, film- 
maker Tao Ruspoli. Princess 
Olivia currently stars in the in- 
dependent film “Fix,” a gritty 
story of addiction directed by 
her husband. 


Joan Fontaine recently cel- 

ebrated her 92nd birthday. 
Her sister, Olivia de Havilland, 
is 93. Are they and other clas- 
sic actors still working? — Polly 
Chinela, Miami 

The sisters have long been 

retired, but several stars are 
still active in their 10th decade: 
Kevin McCarthy, 95; Eli Wal- 
lach, 94; Kirk Douglas, 93; and 
Ernest Borgnine, 92. Then there 
are whippersnappers like Mick- 
ey Rooney, 89, and Betty White 
and Christopher Lee, both 87. 
Both double Oscar winner Luise 
Rainer (“The Great Ziegfeld,” 
“The Good Earth”) and “Titan- 


The CW 
As is frequently the case on television, the cast of “90210” is a lot older than the _ic’s” Gloria Stuart are no longer 


acting but will be 100 next year. 





Olivia Wilde is pleased to be back ina 
lab coat as “13” on “House.” 


Beyonce and Jay-Z have 

collaborated on songs like 
“Crazy in Love.” Any chance of 
the pair doing a husband-and- 
wife tour? — C. Rodriguez, 
Newark, N.J. 
A “You know, I think Beyonce’s 

a phenomenal artist,” Jay-Z 
told us, “and I try to collabo- 
rate with phenomenal artists, 
so maybe one day.” Is that a 
definite maybe? “Who knows 
what the future holds? Say it 
like that,’ Jay said, laughing. 
His own tour begins in Sunrise, 
Fla., in late February. 


Reprinted by permission of Parade maga- 
zine. © 2009 Parade Publications, Inc. All 
rights reserved. 


Want the facts? Opinions? Truth? Send 
your questions to Walter Scott at Box 5001, 
FOX Grand Central Station, New York, N.Y. 
10163-5001. Full name will be used unless 
otherwise requested. Volume of mail makes 
personal replies impossible. 
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Espoused singers Jay-Z and Beyonce probably won’t 
ever tour together — but then again, they might. 
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Sunday Horoscope 


The intensity of this waning Scorpio 
moon goes straight to our emotional 
core. Magnified feelings are illumi- 
nating and perhaps enthralling for a 
little While, but after a time, too much 
passion is draining. Figure out how 
to calm yourself. Be logical. Stay in 
a pattern. Help your brain 
produce alpha waves so 
that you can maintain a 





happy balance. 
TODAY’S BIRTHDAY 
(Dec. 13). Brainstorm 


often — you will be excep- 
tionally creative this year. 
Over the next 10 weeks, 
your ideas will help to open 
up revenue sources. Your 
social life percolates with in- 
teresting developments, and 
many will respond to your 
friendly and warmhearted 
tone. Loved ones will be guided by 
your good judgment in May. Leo and 
Pisces people adore you. 


ARIES (March 21-April 19). 
There’s a smile playing at the corners 
of your mouth, threatening to break 
wide open at the least provocation. 
You just feel particularly lighthearted 
today and see no reason to hide it. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). 
You'll be interacting with those who 
have yet to arrive at your evolved level 
of emotional maturity. Take this oppor- 
tunity to hone your diplomacy skills. If 
you can deal with these guys, you can 
deal with anyone. 


GEMINI (May 21-June 21). 
You are not forgetful. You simply pri- 
oritize the most important thoughts 
and let the lesser details fall where 
they will. This allows you to get more 
deeply involved in important tasks 
than most people. Your method will 
prove sound. 


CANCER (June 22-July 22). 
Your priorities have changed, but not 
in response to external stimuli. Rather, 
you have realized that what you once 
thought was important isn’t. You make 
a decision today that you wouldn't 
have made a year ago. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You are 
a true Lionheart. Your sense of honor 
is matched only by your courage. 
Something happens today that illus- 


Holiday Mathis 


trates this point perfectly. You hit it off 
especially well with an Aquarius. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). If 
there’s one characteristic that stands 
out today, it will be your thoroughness. 
You will gather all necessary informa- 
tion and then see a task 
through to the end. You 
make things easy for 
other people, and they 
appreciate it. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23- 
Oct. 23). You will notice 
a sudden improvement 
in your current relation- 
ship, causing you to con- 
sider deepening your 
commitment. You are not 
unwise fo pursue this line 
of thinking. A solid part- 
nership is a foundation 
for happiness. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). 
Not knowing when to quit might be 
looked upon as a fault. Then again, 
maybe it’s a talent. You push past the 
point where others would have bailed 
and claim a prize that's for you and 
you alone. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21). You're the bright flame illuminat- 
ing everyone around you in the most 
flattering light. Demure, graceful, 
elegant. No surprise then that today 
you're the center of attention. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19). This is a moment to choose your 
words wisely. You are in the right and 
everyone knows it, but it is important 
to you that you maintain favor and 
goodwill. And if you allow someone 
else to save face, all the better. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
You will fly through your chores like a 
rake through dried leaves. Tasks that 
require repetitive motion free up your 
mind to sort through some more ab- 
stract problems. You are processing a 
lot more than you think. 


PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). 
You don’t need to waste time chasing 
down every last detail to make a deci- 
sion. Decide based on your intuition 
— itusually serves you well. You'll feel 
pulled toward the correct choice. 

creators.com 











SUDOKU 





Difficulty: Hard 


Fill in the boxes 

so that each row, 
column and 3-by-3 
square includes the 
digits 1 through 9. 

For solution, tips and 
computer program, 
see www.sudoku.com 


Yesterday’s solution 
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Couple opts to visit home 
for holidays from a hotel 


Dear Abby: For the first time 
in eight years, my husband and I 
will be staying in a hotel when 
we visit his parents for Christ- 
mas. While I love his family, their 
home is small, and we 
are relegated to a trun- 
dle bed and must share 
the sole bathroom with 
the entire family. It’s 
impossible for us to be 
comfortable with so 
many people in such 
close quarters. We as- 
sumed that sleeping in 
a nearby hotel and vis- 
iting during the days 
and evenings would be 
a fair compromise. 

We were shocked at 
their reaction when we 
discussed our plans with the fam- 
ily. They are very hurt about our 
decision and extremely offended. 
They are begging us to reconsid- 
er and stay in their home. 

Are our actions selfish and 
cold-hearted? We mean no harm, 
and are so surprised at the strong 
reaction that we’re starting to 
question our judgment. Should 
we travel and stay in the hotel, or 
just scrap the trip altogether? 

— Staying Home Next Year 

Dear Staying Home: No, you, 
your husband and his parents 
should discuss this more fully. 
You didn’t mention how many 





Dear Abby 


family members will be spending 
the holidays in that small house. 
While I sympathize with family 
traditions, as children grow into 
adulthood certain realities come 
into play. 

If you prefer to sleep 
in a hotel and have a 
private bathroom and 
the ability to have a 
private conversation if 
you wish, I don’t think 
it’s too much to ask. 
But I'd hate to see you 
cancel a family visit 
because of the pressure 
that is being exerted. 
That’s in no one’s best 
interests. 


Dear Abby: ra 
like to offer another ex- 
ample of an act of kindness that 
might be worthy of your column. 
My youngest daughter and her 
little girl were traveling across 
several states after visiting her 
two brothers, a sister and me. 

My daughter had a CB in her 
car and while she was driving, 
was talking on and off with dif- 
ferent truckers on the road. A car 
full of young men began to harass 
her by tailgating, passing her 
dangerously close, then pulling 
sharply in front of her and slow- 
ing down. Each time she’d man- 
age to pass them, the harassment 
would begin again. 


She related her problem over 
the CB to a trucker. As if by 
magic, three trucks appeared! 
One got behind her, and another 
maneuvered in front — while 
a third sort of “nudged” the of- 
fending car out of her way, then 
positioned his rig alongside my 
daughter’s car. Those truckers 
talked to her the whole time and 
continued in formation until the 
men who’d been hassling her 
gave up and took off. 

The truckers continued to 
maintain contact with my daugh- 
ter until she reached her exit, and 
I am deeply grateful to them. Be- 
cause I never got to thank them 
personally, I hope they’ll read 
this in your column. 

Abby, may God continue to 
guide you as you strive to as- 
sist others, and watch over you 
always. 

— Mom Mc C. in Ohio 

Dear Mom Mc C.: Thank you 
for the blessing, and for the testi- 
monial that acts of chivalry still 
occur on our highways. Perhaps 
your letter will motivate other 
motorists to watch out for the 
other guy — or gal, as the case 
may be. 





Letters for this column — with your 
name and phone number — should 
be addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers 
can write to Abby on the Internet at 
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby 
Universal Press Syndicate 


Pulling credit reports could 
break more than just the law 


I have a suggestion for the 
woman wondering whether her 
boyfriend really has money or is 
carrying a million in debt: run 
a credit check. A friend’s daugh- 
ter almost married a wonder- 
ful guy who turned out to be a 
gambling addict. After that, my 
friend started running 
credit checks on every 
guy his daughter start- 
ed getting serious with 
(she was over 30 at the 
time). Some of us aren’t 
the greatest choosers, 
and talented liars pick 
partners who can’t or 
won't confront them, 
so a little sleuthing isn’t 
unreasonable. 

— Been Bitten 

There are some good 
liars out there, but even 
the craftiest can’t hide everything 
all the time. Something will even- 
tually slip through the cracks. 
Sometimes, a femur. Remember, 
Scott Peterson didn’t have a gam- 
bling problem. And sure, a credit 
check would probably pick up on 
a man who does. Unfortunately, 
it’s illegal to do one without per- 
mission. And since the credit 
check, and who ordered it, will 
likely show up on the person’s 
credit report, what yowre sug- 
gesting is like throwing a brick 
through somebody’s window, but 
taping your business card to it 
first. 


Advice Goddess 





Your friend apparently fails 
to see the irony in taking the de- 
vious approach to helping his 
daughter avoid the devious. He 
probably tells himself he’s just 
protecting his little girl — his lit- 
tle girl of 30-plus, who he never 
managed to teach to vet men for 
herself. He could really 
mess things up for her, 
should some nice guy 
find out Daddy’s been 
feeling up his finances. 
Being in a relationship 
isn’t license to gallop 
through a person’s pri- 
vacy. “Make yourself 
at home” means “my 
fridge is your fridge,” 
not that you should 
feel free to scoop up 
hair and nail clippings 
and bribe somebody at 
the crime lab to run them through 
“Trace.” 

If yow’re continually ending up 
in the arms of con boys, you don’t 
hire Nancy Drew; you work to 
change that. Don’t assume you’re 
a poor chooser. You might be an 
excellent chooser — excellent at 
choosing the best partner to re- 
play whatever number Mommy 
Dearest did on you. But, chances 
are, yowre desperate for love 
— making you desperate to ig- 
nore pesky inconsistencies that 
scream “That isn’t his yacht, he 
doesn’t work for the CIA,” and 
in worst cases, “Get out before 


somebody has to get you out — by 
digging between the rose bushes 
for your remains.” 

Of course, most bad guys you'll 
meet are serial jerks, not serial 
killers. To avoid them, lose any 
romantic notions about “love at 
first sight,” which is really idi- 
ocy at first sight: deciding some- 
body’s “the one” because they 
have a cute cowlick and broad 
shoulders and you haven’t had 
sex for six months. This doesn’t 
mean looking for love should give 
way to looking for evidence, just 
that you should reserve judgment 
until you’ve had ample time to 
see somebody’s true character. 

To catch particularly clever 
cons, Dr. Barbara Oakley, au- 
thor of “Evil Genes,” advises 
talking to “the little people” —a 
receptionist, the janitor, some- 
one who knows them in passing: 
people they aren't trying to win 
over. You should also meet the 
medium-sized people — their 
friends, family, and co-workers 
— and see if you all seem to be 
talking about the same guy. But, 
most important, you have to be 
comfortable enough being alone 
to want to know who somebody 
really is — before they steal your 
heart, then head over to the pawn 
shop to see what they can get for 
your iPod and wide-screen TV. 





Got a problem? Write Amy Alkon, 171 
Pier Ave, #280, Santa Monica, CA 90405, 
or e-mail AdviceAmy@aol.com (www. 
advicegoddess.com) 
COPYRIGHT 2009 AMY ALKON 
DIST. BY CREATORS.COM 


Pace 24 J SPERMS yin 


New general for 
25th Infantry 


HONOLULU — 
= The military says 
the chief legislative liaison 
for the Office of the Secre- 
tary of the Army, Maj. 
Gen. Bernard S. Cham- 
poux, is due to become | 
the commander of the "(= 
25th Infantry Divi- Ps 
sion out of Hawaii’s 
Schofield Barracks. 

Champoux also has served as 
deputy commander for the NATO- 
led International Security Assis- 
tance Force in Afghanistan. 

He replaces Maj. Gen. Robert L. 
Caslen Jr., who has been appointed 
to become commanding general of 
the Army Combined Arms Center 
at Fort Leavenworth, Kan. 





City drops limits on 
downtown bars 


U SALT LAKE CITY — 

Finding a bar in down- 
town Salt Lake City could soon 
become a lot easier now that the 
city council has eliminated the 
downtown’s two-bar-per-block 
restriction. 

The move was made in an effort 
to boost tourism and bring more 
life to Utah’s largest city after 
dark. 

“It’s a reflection that we’re 
growing up as acity,” Mayor Ralph 
Becker said after the unanimous 
vote. “We have diverse needs. We 
have antiquated laws. It’s an im- 
portant step in creating a down- 
town we all want.” 


3 arrested in invasion of 
former lender’s home 


C NEWPORT BEACH 

— Three men were under 
arrest and two other suspects were 
at large after a violent robbery at 
an Orange County mansion owned 
by the founder of a collapsed sub- 
prime mortgage lender. 

Three people suffered head in- 
juries during a home invasion and 
one of them was taken to the hospi- 
tal for treatment. 

Records show the home belongs 
to Daniel Sadek, former head of 
Quick Loan Funding, which closed 
in 2007. 


More than 30 hunters 
stranded after storm 


FLAGSTAFF — Officials 

in northern Arizona were 
searching for more than 30 hunt- 
ers who became stranded in snow 
after a powerful winter storm 
swept through the state. 

Gerry Blair of the Coconino 
County sheriff’s office said au- 
thorities received 11 reports, some 
from hunters themselves or others 
in the field and some from family 
members reporting the hunters 
overdue. 

The storm dumped more than 
20 inches of snow in some areas, 
caused one death. 


Elk concerns halt 
drilling for gas 


WY CHEYENNE — Envi- 


ronmentalist concerns 
about elk have prompted the U.S. 
Bureau of Land Management to 
suspend coal-bed methane drilling 
in part of the gas-rich Powder River 
Basin in northeast Wyoming. 
About 260 elk inhabit the For- 
tification Creek area. The herd at 
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one point was wiped out, but the 
animals were reintroduced start- 
ing in the 1950s. 

Tulsa, Okla.-based Williams and 
Lance Oil and Gas, a subsidiary 
of Houston-based Anadarko Pe- 
troleum had drilled about half of 
250 planned wells when the BLM 
ordered a halt to allow more study 
of how drilling affects elk. 


Police: Man in Santa 
suit tried to kidnap girl 


PARMA — Police near 

Cleveland said a man 
dressed as Santa Claus tried to 
kidnap a 12-year-old girl walking 
to school. 

Anthony Russo was later arrest- 
ed wearing the Santa suit, complete 
beard, and carrying a sack, a large 
box of candy canes and a unicycle 
with Christmas decorations. 

Parma Police Capt. Robert 
DeSimone said a man was hid- 
ing in bushes and jumped out at 
the girl. DeSimone said the man 
followed the girl and grabbed her 
arm before she entered a store and 
reported the encounter. 


Driver convicted of 
killing mother duck 


vl NEW BEDFORD — A 
driver who ran over 


and killed a mother duck walking 
her 12 ducklings across a Massa- 
chusetts mall parking lot has been 
sentenced to a year of probation. 
Witnesses said Joshua Linhares, 





Quit staring at me 


The San Diego Zoo’s newest baby 
takes shelter under his mother’s 
stomach. The calf was born as 
excited zoo guests watched. 







25, deliberately drove 

at the ducks in the 
Dartmouth Mall park- 
ing lot in June, turning 
sharply and speeding up. 
The Acushnet resident 
testified he didn’t see the 
ducks because he was dis- 
tracted by a woman wav- 

ing her arms at him. 


_ Experiment may kill 
~ owls to help owls 


GRANTS PASS 
— Federal biologists 
are designing an experiment to see 
if killing the aggressive barred owl 
that has invaded old growth forests 
of the Northwest would help the 
spotted owl, which is protected. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice announced it is doing a formal 
study to decide whether to do the 
experiment, and laying out the 
terms if they go ahead. The study 
will be available for public com- 
ment and is expected to be com- 
pleted by fall 2010. 


Man convicted in Santa 
letter sex abuse case 


EDINBURG — A jury 

in Edinburg convicted 
a man of sexual abuse in a case 
where a girl’s 2008 letter to Santa 
alleged she and her sister were 
being molested. 

Sentencing is Dec. 28 for An- 
dres Enrique Cantu, 57, of Pharr, 
who faces a pair of 25-year prison 
terms. 

Prosecutors said the victims 
were his 9- and _ 10-year-old 
stepdaughters. 

Cantu, who remains in custody, 
was convicted on two counts of 
continuous sexual abuse of a child. 
He was acquitted of two other 
counts. 


Cobalt mining in state 
to start in 2011 


ID BOISE — Mining for co- 

balt — an element used in 
hybrid car batteries and jet en- 
gines — could get under way in the 
central Idaho mountains in 2011 
after a Canadian company said it 
won initial federal approval for the 
plan. 

Formation Metals chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer Mari-Ann 
Green said the Vancouver-based 
company aims to supply as many 
as 1,600 tons annually of 99.9 per- 
cent pure cobalt. 

Cobalt is used in jet engines, 
hybrid vehicle batteries, pros- 
thetic knees and hips, even radio 
frequency identification tags that 
help retailers including Wal-Mart 
Stores track their products. 


Giant oil spill likely 
caused by ice in pipe 


’ ANCHORAGE — Of- 
A ficials believe that ice 


plugged up a pipeline and caused 


a rupture that sent 46,000 gallons 
of crude oil and water gushing onto 
snow-covered tundra on Alaska’s 
North Slope late last month. 

The spill is one of the worst by 
volume since the March 2006 
spill of 200,000 gallons of crude 
at Prudhoe Bay, the biggest spill 
ever on the North Slope, according 
to Department of Environmental 
Conservation figures. 

Responders were using a va- 
riety of methods to clean up the 
spill, including applying steam to 
loosen the congealed material and 
vacuum it up. 
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° Ice coats the cliff walls surrounding 

Stopped action Multnomah Falls near Bridal Veil, Ore., 

after a cold snap hit the area. The cold 

snap, with temperatures in the low teens, was expected to last with 
snow and freezing rain possible. 


= 


A semi-trailer overturned ea 
assist with spill cleanup. On 


One way to tie up tratfic 
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A snowy egret extends its neck for a finger mullet from Suanne 
Kimmel, who was feeding the birds in Ponce Inlet, Fla. 


Thanks, [ll take that 


Firefighters spray water from a ladder truck to cool tanks after an 
explosion and fire at American Acryl production facility in Pasadena, 
Texas. Despite the $150 million facility’s indefinite closure for repair, 
the human toll appeared small. Two of the 10 to 15 workers on duty at the time of the accident were 
hospitalized for observation but later released in good condition. 


Big boom in Texas 


Spangler Rd | 


Cincinnat! 


@ 





st of Interstate 675 on I-70 near Enon, Ohio. Traffic was backed up, and Springfield Hazmat was called to 
e person was transported from the scene to Miami Valley Hospital. 





Big Island may freeze 
pay of top officials 


Hi HILO — Big Island Mayor 

Billy Kenoi wants to with- 
hold scheduled pay raises from 
the county’s top government 
employees. 

Kenoi is asking the Salary Com- 
mission to freeze public executive 
pay at current levels to help deal 
with a projected $45 million bud- 
get deficit. 

These 31 positions would not get 
the 3 percent pay raise given to the 
county’s managers on their sec- 
ond anniversary and every year 
afterward. 

Their annual salaries range 
from nearly $90,000 for some dep- 
uty directors to $115,000 paid to 
Police Chief Harry Kubojiri. Kenoi 
makes about $109,000. Other af- 
fected positions include the county 
managing director, legislative 
auditor and the County Council’s 
clerk and deputy clerk. 


$7M awarded to plane 
crash victim’s family 


LEXINGTON — A Jury 

has awarded more than 
$7 million to the family of a pas- 
senger killed in the 2006 crash of a 
Comair regional jet in Kentucky. 

The suit filed by Bryan Keith 
Woodward’s survivors is the only 
passenger lawsuit that has reached 
trial. 

Flight 5191 crashed after trying 
to take off from a runway at Lex- 
ington’s airport that was too short 
for commercial jets. Forty-nine 
people were killed. The National 
Transportation Safety Board found 
the pilots’ failed to notice clues 
they were on the wrong runway. 

Another jury will decide next 
year if the airline was negligent, 
making the family eligible for pu- 
nitive damages. 

Comair said it hopes the trial 
provides the family with some 
healing. 


Police: Woman tried to 
cut out unborn baby 


IMI SUITLAND — Police 

said a pregnant home- 
less woman was held at an apart- 
ment in a suburb of Washington, 
D.C., for five days, then her captor 
tried to cut the unborn baby from 
her body. 

Prince George’s County Police 
said Veronica Deramous, 40, be- 
friended the homeless woman, 29, 
at a shelter and had her come to 
her Suitland apartment with the 
promise of receiving baby clothes. 
Once there, police said, Deramous 
attacked and bound her. 

Days later, the woman escaped 
after Deramous tried to cut the 
unborn baby from her body, police 
said. 

Deramous has been charged 
with attempted first-degree mur- 
der, false imprisonment and re- 
lated counts. 

Police said the woman is expect- 
ed to recover. Her daughter was 
delivered by emergency Cesarean 
section and named Miracle. 


New Secret Santa gives 


away about $14,000 
K KANSAS CITY — Ter- 
minal cancer patient 


Herman Smithey III left a Kan- 
sas City-area hospital wondering 
how he would pay $100 for antibi- 
otics to treat his recent bout with 
pneumonia. 
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The answer walked through the 
retired police officer’s door clad 
in a red coat and cap — a Secret 
Santa bearing a gift of $2,000. 

Smithey’s house was the first 
stop for a man who is picking up 
where Kansas City’s original Se- 
cret Santa, Larry Stewart, left off. 
Stewart spent years anonymously 
handing out $100 bills, sometimes 
in stacks, around Christmastime 
before he died in 2007. 

By day’s end, the new Secret 
Santa had doled out about $14,000 
across the city. 


App in the hand finds 
birds in bushes 


ALBANY — Anew appli- 

cation for the iPhone and 
iPod Touch gives birders instant 
access to recent reports of birds 
spotted near their location, tell- 
ing where to look for specific birds 
and keeping track of their life lists 
of birds sighted. 

BirdsEye was developed by 
some of the top ornithologists in 
the country using content from 
Cornell University’s Lab of Orni- 
thology, the Academy of Natural 
Sciences and field guide author 
Kenn Kaufman. 

The bird-finder application de- 
buts just ahead of the National 
Audubon Society’s annual Christ- 
mas Bird Count, an effort that 
enlists as many as 55,000 bird 
watchers around the country who 
report back the finds and numbers 
of birds they spot. 


Attention shoppers: 
Claim your can 


i DES MOINES — The 

owner of a tin can contain- 
ing more than $10,000 that sat 
for four days on a Kmart service 
counter in Iowa has claimed the 
treasure. 

Authorities said Joe Heithoff 
may have been having a reac- 
tion to medication when he inad- 
vertently left a red tin can with 
$10,380 on the store’s customer 
service counter. 

The can sat on the counter for 
four days before employees opened 
it last. Police then took it away. 

Heithoff’s wife, Margaret, 
called police to claim the missing 
money. 

Des Moines Police Detective 
Scott Anderson said Margaret 
Heithoff had heard someone talk- 
ing about the found can on the 
radio. Anderson said she proved 
ownership by correctly describing 
several items that were in the can 
along with the money. 


Shout out to your Peeps! 
They’ve got a store now 


IVI OXON HILL — It’s not 

even Christmas yet, but 
one company wants its fans think- 
ing about Easter. 

Just Born, the company that 
makes the chick- and bunny- 
shaped marshmallow confections 
called Peeps, is opening the first 
store devoted to them. 

The shop, in a mall near Wash- 
ington, D.C., sells everything from 
Peeps plush toys to one-of-a-kind 
artwork and Peeps china by the 
130-year-old tableware maker 
Lenox Corp. 

Kathy Bassininski, who over- 
saw the creation of the Peeps & 
Company store for Just Born, the 
Bethlehem, Pa., company that has 
made the candies since the 1950s, 
said fans have requested a store 
for years. 
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By Tim GIAGo 


hen we are young it seems that 

time is either too short or too 

long. Summer vacations are 

much too fast and it seems like 
the school year is forever. 

But something happens to time as we 
age. The older we get the faster it flies. Re- 
member the old saying; “Time is like a roll 
of toilet paper: the closer you get to the end, 
the faster it goes. 

Out here on the Northern Plains we have 
another form of telling time: It is called 
Indian time. It means that a meeting will 
start when everybody gets there and the 
meeting will last as long as all of the peo- 
ple have had the chance to voice their opin- 
ions. Indians didn’t spend their lives with 
one eye on the clock because they had to 
deal with that thing called time long before 
they ever saw or heard of a clock. 

Time was measured by the movements 
of the sun, stars and the moon. You’ve all 
heard about using the moon to gauge time. 
“Tt will be many moons before I see you 
again.” 

There is a town in Wyoming called Ten 
Sleeps. It was named because from one 
point on the map it took 10 nights of travel 
(10 sleeps) to get to that location. Where 
the journey originated we don’t exactly 
know, but it must have been a well-trav- 
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Out here on the 
Northern Plains we have 
another form of telling time: 
lt ts called Indian time. 


eled destination from that locale to make 
it important enough to name a town after 
the journey. 

When Lakota children started school, 
maybe at the day schools that were com- 
mon in the early years, or later at the In- 
dian boarding schools, time became an 
important factor in their lives. Classes 
started at a certain time. Recess was at a 
certain time. And if you attended a mission 
boarding school, the morning church ser- 
vice was at a certain time. The way their 
grandparents measured time became 
inconsequential. 

But isn’t it a thing of beauty to measure 
time by following nature. For example, 
when the nights became so cold that the 
branches in the trees made snapping 
noises, to the Lakota it was known as “The 
moon of the popping trees” (December). 
And then the children started to follow a 
routine based on time. 

The dining rooms were opened for meals 
at acertain time and the closed at a certain 
time. The Sunday night movies were held 
at a certain time. And so the children from 
the far reaches of the Indian reservations 
were now oriented to living their lives on a 
time schedule. 

Of course, time had a way of weaving it- 
self into many facets of Indian life then and 
now. The children know what time “Sesa- 
me Street” is on the air. They know what 
time a basketball game is going to start, 
and if they were told they had to see the 
principal at 9 a.m. sharp, they kept their 
eye on the clock to make sure they were 
there on time. And so time was not only a 
friend, it could be an enemy. 

For those who left the reservation to en- 
list in the military, they ran into a whole 
new system of keeping time. The first 
night in basic training, or boot camp as it 
was best known, they heard the bugle play 
reveille as the sun rose and taps when the 
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sun set. The clock no longer read 3 p.m.; it 
now was known as 1500 hours. In the Navy, 
time was measured in bells. 

A joke in the Navy was about a radio sta- 
tion on the San Francisco Naval Shipyard 
that one day announced the time like this: 
“For all of you Army personnel, the time 
is now 1500 hours. For you Navy guys, the 
time is now 3 bells, and for you Marines, 
the big hand is on the 12 and the little hand 
is on the 3.” Needless to say the Marines 
mutinied after that little announcement. 

While in the armed forces, American In- 
dians were thoroughly acclimated to time. 
Many even learned to synchronize their 
watches with their squad leaders before 
heading into a potential firefight. The word 
would be, “We will kick off at 1600 hours. 
Synchronize your watches.” Of course, the 
men about to go into battle changed it to, 
“Time to simonize your watches.” 

And so time has become a part of our 
lives. We get up to go to work by an alarm 
clock and leave work when the clock 
strikes a certain hour. Children rush out to 
the street to catch a school bus at a certain 
time and they are dropped off at the front 
door by the bus at a certain time. 

Does that mean that Indian time is no 
longer relevant? If you have ever had to at- 
tend a Tribal Council meeting or a board 
meeting on an Indian reservation you 
would not think so. 

A news reporter from a Rapid City, S.D., 
television station showed up for a meeting 
of Lakota that was supposed to start at 9 
a.m. Well, he sat and checked his watch 
every five minutes until it was nearly 10 
a.m. before the key people scheduled for 
the meeting began to wander into the meet- 
ing place with little or no urgency. It drove 
the reporter right up the wall because to 
the media time is money and this guy felt 
like he was about to break the television 
station’s bank. 

In a way it is sad to see the concept of In- 
dian time vanish, but like so many things 
that are dependent upon the clock, it will 
probably happen. What do you think? 





Tim Giago, an Oglala Lakota, is the founder and 
first president of the Native American Journalists 
Association and is now the publisher of the Native 
Sun News. 
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OPINION 


What newspapers 
are saying at home 


The following editorial excerpts are se- 
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori- 
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates. 


U.S. can’t leave Afghanistan, yet 
The Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch 

The complex challenge America faces 
in Afghanistan has no solution that can 
satisfy a divided public, and the plan Presi- 
dent Barack Obama presented on national 
television ... reflects the dilemma and the 
division. 

Despite the fervent wishes of many 
Americans who want to see the troops 
brought home immediately, Obama has 
little choice but to respect the advice of his 
top military leaders and add more manpow- 
er to the unfinished fight. As the president 
pointed out, an unstable Afghanistan is the 
central breeding ground for anti-Western 
terrorists and, as such, cannot be ignored. 
And the danger is multiplied by Afghani- 
stan’s effect on next-door Pakistan, with its 
nuclear weapons. ... 

American forces can’t go home safely 
until Afghanistan is under the control of a 
competent government. Leaders in Afghan- 
istan and Iraq alike have demonstrated 
amply their willingness to rely on the U.S. 
military to keep order, neglecting their re- 
sponsibility to develop honest, capable po- 
lice and military forces. Announcing a date 
when the American presence will begin to 
shrink could be the only incentive for those 
leaders to develop the capacity to run their 
own countries. 


Make insurance more affordable 
Detroit Free Press 

Partisan politics in the Michigan Leg- 
islature — and resulting gridlock — have 
hurt the entire state. And no issue has felt a 
heavier dose of it than sorely needed insur- 
ance reform. 

Democrats and Republicans have re- 
peatedly proposed remedies that neither 
side will accept — and then drawn a line 
in the gravel. The result: Insurance rates 
have become so unaffordable in Michigan 
that 17 percent of motorists drive unin- 
sured, up from 11 percent in 1989. In many 
urban areas, paying $4,000 a year for auto 
insurance isn’t unusual, and more than half 
of the motorists drive uninsured, putting 
everyone at risk. 

It’s way past time to compromise and 
move forward with solutions that, while im- 
perfect, will make insurance more afford- 
able, especially in Michigan’s cities. ... 

Legislators must work through legiti- 
mate policy differences, understanding 
that remedies will take compromise. The 
insurance industry, for example, should be 
willing to give up credit scoring as a risk- 
indicating tool. It’s a political lightning rod 
and opens the industry to charges of racial 
discrimination. 

On the other hand, lawmakers must 
examine ways to control costs, even if it 
means bucking the medical lobby. That 
means rethinking Michigan’s unlimited 
medical coverage, and considering a fee 
schedule for medical treatments. No other 
state has such a comprehensive, and costly, 
system. Government requires people to 
buy insurance. It should also help control 
the costs. To do that, legislators will have 
to make compromises that ease Michigan’s 
insurance crisis. 


Another bailout for budget crisis 
Charlotte (N.C.) Observer 

On top of already gloomy budget projec- 
tions, the state could owe $2 billion to Uncle 
Sam by year’s end and a similar amount in 
2010 to cover the record amount it’s been 
shelling out in unemployment benefits. 

A workable solution on how to pay it back 
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isn’t on the horizon, other than to ask Con- 
gress for a break. A second, less-viable op- 
tion, raising the tax employers pay, isn’t 
likely to gain traction. 

States are legally obligated to pay un- 
employment benefits, but Washington sets 
most ground rules. Congress routinely ap- 
proves extensions of state-administered 
benefits; however, those additional weeks 
are federally funded. 

In line with its expanded role of trying 
to stimulate a lagging economy, the federal 
government also should help states defray 
persistent unemployment expenses. One 
way would be to free more money collected 
through the Federal Unemployment Tax 
Act. 

At the state level, it would be wise in 
better economic times to build a reserve. 
Having more money on hand makes sense, 
should the need arise later. 

Gov. Bev Perdue has said, “We’ll play the 
hand we’re dealt.” In all probability, that 
means North Carolina and other hard-hit 
states will just patiently await a congressio- 
nal bailout. Yet in the end, someone always 
has to pay the freight. 


Health care costs must be cut 
New York Daily News 

A bipartisan duo in the U.S. Senate — in- 
dependent Democrat Joe Lieberman and 
Republican Susan Collins — is pushing an 
amendment aimed solely at tightening cost 
control in the Senate’s massive health care 
overhaul. May it succeed, and may a half- 
dozen yet-to-be-written bills designed to 
contain expenses be incorporated into the 
legislation. 

At their current inflationary rate, health 
care costs will bankrupt America. This is 
simple math. Health care spending now 
stands at 18 percent of Gross Domestic 
Product. Unchecked, it will rise to 33 per- 
cent in 25 years. ... 

The Lieberman-Collins approach would 
give health care consumers better tools to 
become informed, price-conscious shop- 
pers — by creating a database where they 
could comparison-shop for doctors and re- 
search which insurance companies most 
frequently reject claims. 

The amendment would speed a program 
to shift patients from paying fees for indi- 
vidual services to purchasing full courses 
of care for particular conditions, such as 
diabetes. And it would accelerate the time- 
table for creating a system of penalties for 
hospitals with high infection rates. 

Lieberman and Collins are getting sav- 
aged by some Democratic Party stalwarts 
for pledging to sink any bill that includes a 
public health insurance option. In the wake 
of that threat, Democrats may be tempted 
to tune Lieberman out entirely. That would 
be a terrible mistake. He and Collins have 
their eyes on a critical target: cost. 
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U.S. should back Iranian students 


The Boston Globe 

Student protests Monday against the Ira- 
nian regime bear one message for Iran’s 
leaders and another for President Barack 
Obama. The regime continues to deny the 
import of the protesters’ resistance. Presi- 
dent Obama need not do the same. 

Despite beatings and arrests, students 
in Tehran and many other Iranian cities 
showed that they will not be intimidated. 
They no longer define their movement 
simply as a rejection of the fraudulent re- 
election over the summer of President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. They are also re- 
pudiating the entire system of the Islamic 
Republic. 

The protesters have transformed the of- 
ficial commemoration of Students’ Day on 
Dec. 7. Originally, the day was used to re- 
mind people of a date in 1953 when three 
students were killed protesting against 
a visit by then-Vice President Richard 
Nixon, shortly after a CIA-backed coup had 
installed Shah Reza Pahlavi in place of the 
elected prime minister. 

The slogans that students shouted Mon- 
day deliberately evoked what their fore- 
bears shouted against the shah’s regime: 
“God is great!” and “Death to the dictator!” 
In other words, they are as determined to 
shake off the current dictatorship as their 
parents and grandparents were to rid Iran 
of the shah. ... 

Even while continuing to pursue a nego- 
tiated resolution of the conflict over Iran’s 
nuclear program, Obama ought to express 
Americans’ solidarity with the democratic 
movement in Iran. The students there, 
playing on the meaning of Obama’s name 
in Persian (“he’s with us”), have been 
chanting to him: Either you are with us or 
you are with them. The right choice could 
not be more obvious. 


Afghan time line is right move 
The (Minneapolis) Star Tribune 
Regardless of which strategic option 
President Obama chose to win the war in 
Afghanistan, it was bound to be controver- 
sial. But even among some who agreed with 
the president’s decision to deploy 30,000 
additional troops, his plan for a drawdown 
beginning in July 2011 has sparked more 
debate. 

Although we disagree with Obama’s 
decision to launch the surge, critics of the 
timeline are wrong. Obama is stating the 
obvious: America will not be in Afghani- 
stan forever, which both our allies and ad- 
versaries already know. A timeline not only 
diffuses the notion that the United States 
will be a permanent occupying force, but it 
also gives the clearest indication yet to Af- 
ghans that they have to fight for their own 
country. 

Obama’s critics believe that having a 
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timetable sends the wrong signal to our 
NATO, Afghan and Pakistani allies and 
may embolden our adversaries. Providing 
deadlines simply lets insurgents know how 
long they’ll need to wait out NATO forces, 
say the critics. ... 

But in Afghanistan, ultimately Afghan 
forces will need to break the will of the 
enemy in what still is essentially a civil war 
with the Afghan government getting pro- 
tection and support from NATO troops. ... 

The timeline should focus and acceler- 
ate the efforts of both the Afghanistan and 
Pakistan governments to take charge of 
their own futures. 


Tiger betrayed more than family 
The Orlando (Fla.) Sentinel 

“T have let my family down.” 

With that statement this week, Tiger 
Woods admitted there is truth to the stories 
of his philandering. 

But his family isn’t alone. Mr. Woods let 
down an adoring public, one that might 
have understood a stray marital transgres- 
sion. But who with a functioning moral 
compass can rationalize what now appears 
to be a pattern of calculated betrayals? ... 

In the end, we’ll never again see, the way 
we once did, the iconic golfer behind that 
monstrous drive, that exquisite chip shot, 
that impossible putt. Yes, Tiger Woods is 
human. But also, pathetic. 


Rethinking child porn penalties 
The Denver Post 

It’s startling to think there’s a movement 
among some federal judges to reduce pun- 
ishment for those who possess child por- 
nography. ... 

In the last 30 years, Congress has contin- 
uously ratcheted up the severity of punish- 
ments for the production, distribution and 
possession of child porn. With the advent 
of the Internet which has made trafficking 
child porn vastly more lucrative and de- 
structive, penalties have soared. 

But we’re not prepared to say that cur- 
rent penalties are unfair. The laws, how- 
ever, could use a thoughtful review. 

The question for several federal judges 
now is whether mandatory prison time for 
those who are charged solely with posses- 
sion of child porn is far too high and inef- 
fective in preventing repeat abuse. 

The judges are concerned about those 
owners of child porn who haven’t been 
charged with actually molesting children 
and who experts say aren’t likely to become 
child molesters. Current federal sentencing 
guidelines could easily send that class of 
first-time offender to prison for at least five 
years, and as long as 10. ... 

Some are advocating that maybe such 
offenders receive probation and intensive 
counseling in the place of prison time. 
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PERSPECTIVES 


Stolen e-mails in Britain 
heat up warming debate 





Leak raises 
some questions 
over impact of 
human behavior 


By Davip A. FAHRENTHOLD 
AND JULIET EILPERIN 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 

t began with an anonymous 

Internet posting, and a link 

to a wonky set of e-mails 

and files. Stolen, apparently, 

from a research center in Britain, 

the files showed the leaders of cli- 

mate-change science discussing 

flaws in their own data, and seem- 

ingly scheming to muzzle their 
critics. 

Now it has mushroomed into 
what is being called “Climate- 
gate,’ a scandal that has done 
what many slide shows and public 
service ads could not: focus pub- 
lic attention on the science of a 
warming planet. 

Except now, much of that at- 
tention is focused on the science’s 
flaws. Leaked just before inter- 
national climate talks begin in 
Copenhagen — the culmination 
of years of work by scientists to 
raise alarms about greenhouse- 
gas emissions — the e-mails have 
cast those scientists in a political 
light and given new energy to oth- 
ers who think the issue of climate 
change is all overblown. 

The e-mails don’t say that: They 
don’t provide proof that human- 
caused climate change is a lie or 
a swindle. 

But they do raise hard ques- 
tions. In an effort to control what 
the public hears, did prominent 
scientists who link climate change 
to human behavior try to squelch 
a back-and-forth that is central to 
the scientific method? Is the sci- 
ence of global warming messier 
than they have admitted? 

The stolen electronic files in- 
clude more than 1,000 e-mails and 


A hot streak 


Global temperatures have not 
risen each year, leading some 
to question whether climate 
change has been 
exaggerated. However, nine 
of the world’s hottest years 
have occurred this decade. 


Degrees above average 


0.8 
2001 to 2009 
among 10 warmest 


C7 


0.6 


0.5 No. 1 warmest 
(El Nino began) 


0.4 
Only year 


in top 10 
before 2001 


*Estimate 


1995 


Source: NOAA 
The Washington Post 


2000 2005 2009* 


3,000 documents, all taken from 
servers at the Climatic Research 
Unit, a world-famous center at 
the University of East Anglia in 
Britain. 

Phil Jones, the unit’s director, 
wrote a colleague that he would 
“hide” a problem with data from 
Siberian tree rings with more 
accurate local air temperature 
measurements. In another mes- 
sage, Jones talks about keeping 
research he disagrees with out of 
a U.N. report, “even if we have to 
redefine what the peer-review lit- 
erature is!” 

Since then, Jones has stepped 
down temporarily. And Penn 
State is exploring whether the e- 
mails, some of which were written 
by one of its professors, Michael 
Mann, warrant an investigation. 
In an interview, Mann said he is 





confident that neither he nor any 
of the other researchers whose e- 
mails were pirated “did anything 
improper.” 

But recent debate — some scien- 
tists say the Earth hasn’t warmed 
as predicted over the past 10 years 
— show that climate science is still 
science, with researchers drawing 
different lessons from the same 
data. The problem is that it plays 
out before an audience that won’t 
wait for certainty. 

Politicians say, “‘We need to 
reduce the uncertainty, and I 
think that’s contributed to a cer- 
tain mind-set where (climate 
scientists) try to reduce the uncer- 
tainty” when they talk about their 
research, said Judith Curry, chair 
of the School of Earth and Atmo- 
spheric Sciences at Georgia Tech. 
“T’m a little bit worried about that 
political pressure,” she said. 

But the climate establishment 
— including the U.S. government’s 
top scientists on the subject — say 
that nothing in the e-mails dis- 
proves their bedrock ideas. Car- 
bon dioxide and other greenhouse 
gases are still gathering in the 
atmosphere and trapping more 
of the sun’s heat, and the conse- 
quences of that will still be dire in 
the long run, they say. 

“Our collective understanding of 
how the Earth is warming ... rests 
on a wealth of scientific informa- 
tion that is very diverse and comes 
from multiple sources and mul- 
tiple groups,” said Jane Lubchen- 
co, head of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration. 
“Regardless of what happened in 
one place, it doesn’t undermine the 
totality of what we know.” 

For a few, however, the stolen 
files were confirmation that the 
climate establishment was trying 
to keep them out of the debate. 

These include the familiar kind 
of climate skeptics, those who 
think that the climate isn’t chang- 
ing or that it isn’t a crisis. But they 
also include a handful of research- 
ers who think climate change is 
happening, but — for various rea- 
sons — are skeptical that main- 
stream science fully understands 
the phenomenon. 








“To me, it’s unambiguous .... 
humans are altering the climate 
system,” said Roger Pielke Sr., a 
research scientist at the Univer- 
sity of Colorado. “It’s just that, it’s 
much more than CO2.” 

Pielke said his research shows 
that, in addition to carbon dioxide 
and other factors, Earth’s warm- 
ing is affected by how people alter 
the land. When a forest becomes 
a farm, or a farm becomes a sub- 
urb, that changes the amount of 
heat and moisture coming off the 
ground, he said. 

But Pielke said he has seen 
some papers rejected and has felt 
so marginalized that he quit a U.S. 
panel summing up climate change 
a few years ago. One of the stolen 
e-mails seems to confirm the idea 
that he was being excluded: In 
2005, Jones wrote to colleagues 
about some of Pielke’s complaints, 
“Maybe you'll be able to ignore 
them?” 

“These individuals, who are 
very sincere in their beliefs, have 
presumed that that gives them 
permission to exclude viewpoints 
that are different from their own,” 
Pielke said. 

Mainstream climate scientists 
say they have kept an open mind 
but have rejected papers that lack 
evidence. In Pielke’s case, “the 
literature doesn’t show” his ideas 
about the importance of land use 
are correct, said Tom Karl, head 
of the NOAA’s National Climatic 
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Data Center. 

Top climate scientists say that 
in recent years most of the new, 
worthy research has only made 
the threat of climate change seem 
bigger and faster. 

But the debate over what’s hap- 
pening to global temperatures 
shows the noisy, confusing dis- 
agreement of scientists trying to 
make nature make sense. 

These are the facts: After an in- 
crease in 1998, the world has been 
historically warm, but its average 
temperatures have not climbed 
steadily. Does that mean climate 
change has stopped? 

Many mainstream scientists 
say no: This is just a tic of na- 
ture, as cycles of currents in the 
Pacific Ocean and a decrease 
in heat coming off the sun have 
temporarily dampened warming. 
Some researchers, though, have 
said the models — and, by exten- 
sion, the human researchers that 
built them — could be missing 
something about how the climate 
works. That point was made in one 
stolen e-mail, in which climate re- 
searcher Kevin Trenberth wrote 
it was a “travesty” that models 
could not explain why the Earth 
hadn’t warmed more. 

“We’re simply not tracking 
where the heat is going,’ said 
Trenberth, head of the Climate 
Analysis Section at the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research 
in Boulder. 


1,700 U.K. scientists defend climate evidence despite leak 





Achim Steiner, director of the U.N. environment program, 
speaks to the media before boarding the Climate Express 
Brussels, Belgium. The Climate Express was a special train 
carrying U.N. officials to the Climate Summit last week. 


Peter DeJonG/AP 


By RAPHAEL G. SATTER 
The Associated Press 


LONDON — Fighting back against 
climate skeptics, more than 1,700 
scientists in Britain have signed a 
statement defending the evidence 
that climate change is being caused 
by humans, Britain’s weather office 
said Thursday. 

It was the latest attempt to remind 
the world of the reality of global 
warming after a cache of leaked e- 
mails was seized upon by skeptics 
as proof of a scientific conspiracy 
to stifle or twist the data on climate 
change. 

“We, members of the U.K. science 
community, have the utmost confi- 


dence in the observational evidence 
for global warming and the scientific 
basis for concluding that it is due pri- 
marily to human activities. The evi- 
dence and the science are deep and 
extensive,” the statement posted to 
the Met Office Web site said. 

“They come from decades of pain- 
staking and meticulous research, by 
many thousands of scientists across 
the world who adhere to the highest 
levels of professional integrity.” 

E-mails stolen from the University 
of East Anglia and released to the In- 
ternet last month appeared to show 
top climate scientists discussing ways 
to shield data from public scrutiny 
and suppress others’ work. Climate 
skeptics have seized on the corre- 


spondence as evidence that scientists 
have conspired to hide the facts. 

Top officials in Britain and at the 
U.N. have acknowledged that the in- 
cident has damaged public percep- 
tion of the science but say the facts 
are solid. Scientists have also been 
dismayed by the reaction to the e- 
mails, and several groups — includ- 
ing the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science — have 
released statements in support of the 
evidence behind man-made global 
warming. 

Of the more than 1,700 signatories 
behind Thursday’s statement, a Met 
Office spokeswoman said “a signifi- 
cant majority work directly in the 
climate science field.” 
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9:00 _| Sports The Magic School Bus _| Most Wanted” (2003) FOX Report In Touch-Dr. Charles Stanley | Fit For Duty Wright Brothers Contro- | Sports 
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Ryder. Four New England Killers; Spoon” technology; shaped charges. 
11:30 The Cosby Show sisters embrace life during The Chris Matthews Show , op Battleground gy; snap g 
12:00 | Sports Full House “Luck Be a Lady” the Civil War. Newsroom MotorWeek Recon Revisited The Suze Orman Show Sports 
12:30 The Brady Bunch (:35) Movie “Ray” (2004, At the Movies Fit For Duty 
13:00 Movie “Home Alone 2: | Biography) Jamie Foxx, | Journal Editorial Report | Digging for the Truth ‘Lost | Battleground Figure Skating ISU Grand 
13:30 Lost in New York” (1992, | Kerry Washington, Re- Fox News Watch Treasures of the Copper Scroll” Today's Air Force Prix Final. From Tokyo. 
; Comedy) Macaulay Culkin, | gina King. Ray Charles — = = 
14:00 | McLaughlin Group Joe Pesci. Daniel Stern, . [overcomes hardships to _| Larry King Live Carrier “Get Home-itis All Hands TV 
14:30 |ESPNEWS *  |become a legend. This Week in the Pentagon 
15:00 | Washington Week in Review | Movie “The Santa Clause |(:15) Movie “Finding John | Geraldo at Large Surviving Disaster “Fire” | Recon Revisited Terminator: The Sarah SportsCenter Sports 
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17:00 | InTouch-Dr. Charles Stanley | Frosty the Snowman Movie “My First Mister” | FOX Report Survivor: Samoa This Week in the Pentagon | King of the Hill Sports Sports 
17:30 | Creflo Dollar Straight talk. | A Charlie Brown Christmas| (2001) fat etoea A Army Newswatch That 70s Show “Black Dog” 
18:00 Love Worth Finding L.A. Holiday Celebration unique bond forms between Newsroom The Chris Matthews Show | The Grill Sergeants The National Parks: 
: a morbid teen and an older ; America’s Best Id 
18:30 | Crossing the Goal 2009 mah ESPNEWS USARJ This Week merica’s Best Idea 
19:00 | Austin City Limits ‘The | So You Think You Can Movie “By the People: Glenn Beck 20/20 Recon Supernanny “Lewis Family” 
19:30 __ | Killers; Spoon” Dance The Election of Barack FNG Useful benefits. 
20:00 | MotorWeek The Secret Life of the i ) (2009, Docu- CNN Sunday In Plain Sight “Once a Today’s Air Force Criminal Minds The team Sports 
20:30 | At the Movies American Teenager y Ponzi Time” Fit For Duty tracks a family of suspects. 
21:00 | Digging for the Truth “Lost | Greek “See You Next Time, | Movie “Inside Man” (2006, | Frontline Gossip Girl “New Haven | Battleground Burn Notice “Friends and 
21:30 _ | leasures of the Copper Scroll” Sisters” Suspense) Denzel Wash- Can Wait’ Recon Revisited Family” 
22:00 _ | Carrier “Get Home-itis” Touched by an Angel “The tee Clive ed ‘ si Today Headline News This Week in the Pentagon | Seinfeld “The Puffy Shirt’ 
Christmas Gift” matches wits with a ban : 
22:30 robber. Saturday Night Live The Grill Sergeants Friends 
23:00 | Surviving Disaster “Fire” | 7th Heaven “Dropping (:05) Movie “Mystery, Alas- |CBS News Sunday Around the Services 30 Days A former athlete is | Outside the Lines Sports 
23:30 Escaping a burning inferno. | Trou” ka” (1999) Russell Crowe. | Morning Around the Services given an anti-aging drug. Sports Reporters 
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Poll: Consumers would rather pay off debt 


Survey finds only 7% of respondents would buy more holiday gifts with cash windfall 


By JENNIFER WATERS 
MarketWatch 


CHICAGO — Any windfalls consum- 
ers get this holiday season are far more 
likely to be used to pay down debt than 
to splurge on additional shopping, a new 
survey finds. 

The latest poll from the National Foun- 
dation of Credit Counseling has consum- 
ers overwhelmingly opting to pay down 
existing debt if an extra $500 should 
come their way. 

The online poll, which attracted more 
than 8,500 respondents — the most ever 
for a poll by the organization — found 
that 77 percent said they would pay down 
debt while an additional 14 percent said 
that windfall would be put into savings. 
Only 7 percent said they would spend 
it to put more presents under the tree 
while a mere 2 percent said they would 
buy for themselves. 

The results are in line with the Federal 
Reserve’s reports of declining debt. Last 
month marked the eighth straight month 
of shrinking consumer credit as Ameri- 
cans slashed $14.8 billion in debt in Sep- 
tember, the latest numbers available, 
to bring the total down to $2.46 trillion. 
That’s the lowest level since June 2007. 

“Tf there’s a silver lining to the finan- 
cial meltdown, it is that consumers are 
now becoming more engaged with their 
personal financial situation and are 
doing something about it,” said NFCC 
spokeswoman Gail Cunningham. 

While the Federal Reserve doesn’t 
want to discourage consumers from 
shopping, it is offering advice through 
an unprecedented series of ads at movie 
theaters on how to protect your credit 
when the sale signs are everywhere. 

Here are some of the Fed’s tips: 

Pay on time. Paying your credit card 
account on time helps you avoid late fees 
as well as penalty interest rates applied 
to your account, and helps you main- 
tain a good credit record. A good credit 
record leads to a higher credit score, 
which helps you qualify for lower inter- 
est rates. 

Know the date your payment is due. If 
your bill is due at an inconvenient time 
of the month — for example, if it’s due 
on the 10th and you get paid on the 15th 
— contact your credit card company to 
see if they will change your billing cycle 
to fit your cash flow. 

Stay below your credit limit. If you 
go over your credit limit on your card, 
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Customers shop during Old Navy’s Thanksgiving sale in San Francisco last month. A new poll from the National Foundation 
of Credit Counseling found that consumers would overwhelmingly opt to pay down existing debt if an extra $500 came their 


way. 


your card issuer could charge a fee and 
increase your interest rate to a higher 
penalty rate. To avoid this, keep a record 
of your spending or check your balance 
online. Also, be aware that some mer- 
chants — for example, hotel and car 
rental companies — put a “hold” on your 
credit card based on their estimate of 
the amount you will charge. This can re- 
duce your available credit until the final 
charge is processed. 

Avoid unnecessary fees. Credit card 
companies not only charge late payment 


and over-the-limit fees, but also fees for 
cash advances, transferring balances 
and having a payment returned. Some 
companies charge a fee when you pay 
your bill by phone. Pay attention to the 
transactions that trigger these fees. 

Pay more than the minimum pay- 
ment. If you can’t pay your balance in 
full each month, try to pay as much of 
the total as you can. Over time, you'll 
pay less in interest charges — money 
that you will be able to spend on other 
things — and you’ll pay off your balance 


sooner. 

Watch for changes in the terms of 
your account. Credit card companies 
can change the terms and conditions of 
your account. They will send you ad- 
vance notices about changes in fees, in- 
terest rates, billing and other features. 
By reading these “change in terms” no- 
tices, you can decide whether you want 
to change the way you use the card. 

Interest rates are listed on your month- 
ly bill. Read your bill carefully and take 
note of any changes. 
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Avoid mental traps designed to make you to spend more 


By KarA McGulIreE 


Minneapolis Star Tribune 


It’s no secret that humans are irratio- 
nal when it comes to spending, saving 
and investing. Just ask the behavioral 
economists or read the studies about 
how much money we lose — not from 
stock market declines, but from buying 
high and selling low. 

With the holiday shopping season of- 
ficially under way, remember: It’s not a 
bargain if you only bought it because it 
was on sale. And no deal at the mall is 
worth taking on debt. 

Here are some common mental 
booby traps that could ensnare you at 


the store: 

Spend more, ship free. Free shipping 
offers have multiplied along with online 
sales. But there’s almost always a catch. 
Merchants usually require you to spend 
a certain dollar amount, sign up for a 
membership program that may have a 
monthly fee or use their store-branded 
credit card. 

Mike Allen, founder of Shopping- 
Bargains.com, said online retailers 
know what their average sale size is and 
usually offer free shipping for those 
who spend a bit beyond that amount. 
If free shipping is available to people 
spending $100 and you were planning to 
spend $90, you may be tempted to spend 


$10 more to receive that free shipping. 
But if shipping only costs $5, this tempt- 
ing offer just tricked you into spending 
more money. 

Spend more to save. Retailers know 
that coupons and freebies cause shop- 
pers to spend more money. But if you 
are prone to losing things, or if the gift 
card freebie is so small you’ll end up 
spending far more than the card’s value 
in order to redeem it, skip these offers. 

Coupon shock and awe. I’m a huge 
proponent of signing up for merchant 
e-mails, becoming fans of retailers on 
Facebook or following them on Twitter. 
These are the best ways to learn about 
sales and receive exclusive coupons. 


Problem is, you’ll learn about sales and 
coupons. Every single week. 

In these uncertain times, I find that 
coupons give me permission to spend 
money in the name of deals too good to 
pass up. 

I frequently print out these offers 
and carry them with me, just in case 
I’m near a store. But it’s annoying to 
print out and lug around so many deals. 
And many coupons have fine-print ex- 
clusions that make them even more 
frustrating. 

Since I know I’m prone to spend more 
with the offers in hand, why don’t I leave 
them at home? I’m trying, but the irra- 
tional deal seeker in me often prevails. 
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till debt do they part 


Dear Liz: My spouse has ex- 
tremely high credit card debt. 
All cards are in her name only. 
Where do I stand legally if she 
dies or we divorce? What can a 
person do about such uncontrol- 
lable abuse of credit cards? The 
interest alone is horrific, but she 
pays it. 

Answer: If you live in 
a community property 
state and don’t have a 
prenuptial agreement, 
debts incurred _ dur- 
ing marriage are typi- 
cally considered owed 
by both parties (even if 
there’s only one name on 
the credit card). Com- 
munity property states 
include California, Ari- 
zona, Idaho, Louisiana, 
Nevada, New Mexico, 
Texas, Washington and 
Wisconsin. 

In other states, debts incurred 
by one spouse are usually that 
spouse’s responsibility alone, un- 
less the money was used to buy 
family necessities such as food or 
shelter. If you divorce, she proba- 
bly would be responsible for these 
separate debts. If she dies, credi- 
tors could go after her separate 
property and may be able to go 
after her half of any jointly held 
property. 

The rules vary enough by state 
that you’d be smart to consult 
an attorney about your potential 





EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 
Japanese yen (Dec. 14) 
South Korean won (Dec. 14).......... 1,137.00 
Euro costs (Dec. 14) 
Dollar buys (Dec. 14) 
British pound (Dec. 14) 
Commercial rates 

Bahrain (DIMAM) sisssiscecssessecssassssesesssesse 0.3770 
British pound : 
Canada (DOMAar).........cscscsesrcscssceseeees 1.0526 
CHIME: CY UAMN) scisescecssscsesecsciscsssdivcesses.30e 6.8286 
Denmark (KON) ......sssccscsescesssscesseees 5.0787 
EGY Dt (POUMG) scccccissiscesssossocsecsssszsesssetse 5.4848 

$1.4654/0.6824 
Hong Kong (Dollar) . 
Hungary (Forint) 
Israel (Shekel) 
Japan (Yen) ‘ 
KUWaAiIt (DINAN) ....... ce seccseecescessssceseeeees 0.2854 
NOrWAY (KIONE).....cscsccsrcssceccsecscsssesees 5.7570 
Philippines (Peso) 
POlAMGAZIOLY). ccccsscsssssateesssvsacevacsssesecsscesse 2.83 
Saudi Arabia (Riyal).........ssscseseseeees 3.7511 
SINGaPOre (DOIN) ........cecscsrcscssseseees 1.3920 
SOUTH KOread (WON)......sssccscescceeecees 1,165.50 
SwitZerland (Franc)........cscsccscescseees 1.0323 
Thailand (Baht) 
Turkey (N@W Lil) .....cscscsceescssseseeee 1.5025 
(Military exchange rates are those avail- 
able to customers at military banking fa- 
cilities in the country of issuance for Japan, 
South Korea, Germany, the Netherlands and 
the United Kingdom. For nonlocal currency 
exchange rates (i.e., purchasing British 
pounds in Germany), check with your local 
military banking facility. Commercial rates 
are interbank rates provided for reference 
when buying currency. All figures are for- 
eign currencies to one dollar, except for 
the British pound, which is represented in 
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is 
dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


PLiIMe Fate .......ccccccccsecssecsssesssesssesssseseeees 3.25 
DISCOUNT Fate .......ccccccsseccssecssesssescsseseeees 0.50 
Federal funds market rate......... 0.00-0.25 
B-MOMNTH Dill... ecseseceseceseceseeecseeeeees 0.01 
30-YEAar DONT ........cescssscerecsssceecereseceecerees 4.51 
Sources: Bank of America, The Associated Press 





Money Talk 


Liz Pulliam Weston 


liability. 

Dear Liz: I have high credit 
scores, no debt, a large retire- 
ment fund including a generous 
pension and a home I own free 
and clear. I plan to retire in four 
years and am thinking of moving 
to be near family. 

Should I buy my re- 
tirement home now 
while real estate values 
and interest rates are 
low? I could make a 20 
percent down payment 
and rent it out until I 
can move in. I should be 
able to sell my current 
house and pay off the 
loan when I retire. 

Or should I just be 
patient and buy a place 
after I retire? If I wait, 
I could pay cash for the 
next house, but property 
values may rise, and I suspect 
they’ll rise faster in my future 
town than in my current one. 

Answer: Getting a loan to buy a 
rental property is difficult these 
days. Although your high credit 
scores and solid finances will 
help, you may have to come up 
with a down payment larger than 
20 percent, and your interest rate 
almost certainly will be higher 
than if you planned to live in the 
home right away. 

Then there are all the issues 
associated with being a long-dis- 
tance landlord. You would need to 
screen tenants, respond quickly 
to repair requests and keep a sub- 
stantial reserve fund to pay the 
mortgage when the property is 
vacant. A property management 
company could help, but such 


A DAY ON WALL STREET 


outfits typically take 10 percent 
or more of any rent payments. 

Also consider that your plans 
could change. Although being 
close to family is important, you 
may decide you don’t want to give 
up ties to your current home or its 
environment. 

If you haven’t spent a substan- 
tial amount of time in the area 
where you plan to move, consider 
taking a long vacation there when 
the weather is at its worst so you 
have a good idea of what life there 
might be like. 

That’s not to say your plan can’t 
work, but you need to do some 
research. 

Dear Liz: Is there a _ point 
at which the time required to 
repay credit card debt exceeds 
the period that settling the debt 
will adversely affect your credit 
scores? Is there something else 
that should be considered? 

Answer: You can’t predict 
how much credit card settle- 
ments would hurt your credit 
scores (other than “a lot’) or how 
long it would take your scores to 
recover. 

But anyone who is struggling to 
pay debt and considering debt set- 
tlement should research whether 
bankruptcy might be the better 
choice. If you can’t repay this 
debt within five years, a Chapter 
7 liquidation filing could let you 
erase it. 





Liz Pulliam Weston is the author of the 
book “Your Credit Score: Your Money 
and What’s at Stake.” Questions for 
possible inclusion in her column may 
be sent to 3940 Laurel Canyon Blvd., 
No. 238, Studio City, CA 91604, or via the 
“Contact Liz” form at 
www.asklizweston.com. 

Distributed by No More Red Inc. 
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Just over 31,000 homeowners have received permanent loan 
modifications under the Obama administration’s mortgage relief 
plan, a big setback for the government’s embattled effort to stem 
the foreclosure crisis. 


Data: Few benefitting from 
foreclosure relief program 


By RENAE MERLE 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — The gov- 
ernment’s foreclosure relief pro- 
gram is sputtering, according to 
government data released last- 
week showing that the pace of 
help being offered to struggling 
homeowners slowed last month 
and many borrowers are at risk 
of losing the aid they have al- 
ready received. 

The program, known as Mak- 
ing Home Affordable, faces a 
frustrating set of challenges. 
Only about 4 percent of home- 
owners currently in the program 
have moved to a permanent loan 
modification. 

Already about 30,000 home- 
owners who entered the program 
have been dropped because they 
did not qualify, did not submit 
required documentation in time 
or failed to make all of their pay- 
ments, according to data released 
by the Treasury Department. 
Under the program, borrowers’ 
mortgage payments are lowered 
to 31 percent of their income 
for an average savings of $550 a 
month. 

MHA’s struggles are prompt- 
ing calls for the Obama admin- 
istration to alter its strategy for 
arresting foreclosures. The num- 
ber of foreclosure filings, which 
can range from a default notice to 
a repossession, fell 8 percent last 
month, according to data released 
Thursday by RealtyTrac. 

Treasury officials warned lend- 
ers earlier this month that they 
could face penalties if their per- 
formance in the program did not 
improve. But government officials 
are currently focused on pushing 
lenders into moving more bor- 
rowers from the initial stages of 
the program into permanent loan 
modifications. About 21 percent 
of the homeowners enrolled in 
the program have made their pay- 
ments and submitted all required 


Mortgage relief 
program struggling 


The government's foreclosure relief 
program, known as Making Home 
Affordable, faces a frustrating set 

of challenges. Only about 4 percent, 
or 31,382, of the 728,000 homeowners 
currently in the program have moved 
from the initial, or “trial” phase, to a 
permanent loan modification. That 
leaves thousands of borrowers in 
limbo and in jeopardy of losing 

their mortgage help. 


Homeowners who 

have obtained 
permanent loan 
modifications 
through 
MHA 







728,000 
homeowners 


Source: www.makinghomeaffordable. gov 
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documents, but are waiting for 
their mortgage servicer to move 
them into a permanent modifica- 
tion, according to the Treasury. 

Wells Fargo has moved about 
3,500 homeowners into a per- 
manent modification under the 
program. Bank of America has 
modified more than 157,000 
loans, but fewer than 100 home- 
owners have received permanent 
modifications. 

Lenders say the backlog can be 
blamed on the significant amount 
of required paperwork, which in- 
cludes hardship statements, pay 
stubs and bank statements. Ap- 
proval can be held up by the lack 
of a single signature. 
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Flynt family feuding over look-alike porn 


By JOHN ROGERS 
The Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES — When it comes to 
peddling porn, Larry Flynt wants you to 
know his videos of people having sex are a 
cut above other smut on the rack. 

So when a pair of nephews Flynt per- 
sonally groomed for the porn business 
decided to launch their own company last 
year and use the family name, he wasted 
no time suing the upstarts for trademark 
infringement. 

Flynt accused his brother Jimmy Fly- 
nt’s sons in federal court of tarnishing his 
image by launching Flynt Media Corp. and 
producing a series of videos he said are 
nothing but cheap knockoffs. 


“The junk they pub- 
lish hurts my reputa- 
tion, which in turn 
hurts my _ revenue,” 
the gruff, gravelly 
voiced porn king 
testified in U.S. Dis- 
trict Court this week, 
where a Flynt fam- 
ily feud is playing out 
before a stone-faced 
jury and a no-non- 
sense judge. 

With Judge A. Howard Matz bearing 
down on the attorneys to keep things mov- 
ing, the jury was expected to get the case 
by late Friday afternoon. Flynt is seeking 
unspecified damages. 





The Hustler porn mogul testified that 
his nephews, Jimmy Flynt Jr. and Dustin 
Flynt, were a pair of bumbling, incompe- 
tent employees that he only kept on the 
payroll for years out of a sense of family 
obligation. 

Jimmy Jr. worked for him for 17 years 
and Dustin Flynt for 10 before they were 
fired in November 2007. 

After being fired, Jimmy Jr. launched 
Flynt Media Corp. and brought his younger 
brother aboard. They produced a handful 
of sexually explicit videos before Flynt got 
a court order shutting down their business 
pending the outcome of the lawsuit. 

Jimmy Jr., 37, and Dustin Flynt, 34, tes- 
tified that when they named their com- 


pany and began producing videos with 
“FLYNT” in large letters on the boxes 
they had no intention of being confused 
with their uncle. 

Although not household names to main- 
stream audiences as their uncle is, both in- 
sisted they are celebrities within the more 
insular world of porn and would be quickly 
found out if they tried to pass their work 
off as his. 

They also said their videos are classy, the 
design of the boxes less cluttered and more 
modern than what their uncle’s company 
puts out and the sex is done tastefully. 

“With the new line we are looking to 
bring back the class and elegance of eroti- 
ca,” Dustin Flynt said. 
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Friday’s global temperatures 
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City Hi Lo Wthr La Paz 52 41 rn 
j Amsterdam 51 48 rn Lima 72 66 = cdy 
Forecast highs for Saturday, Dec. 12 Sunny Pt. Cloudy Cloudy ae a a oe eat es 
be, Auckland 15 55 clr London 51. 37 rn 
ee Baghdad 65 56 cdy Madrid 61 32 pc ¢8 
Basra 65 53. =n Managua 9171 clr Pacific 
Bahrain 69 64 pc Manila 86 75 pc 
Bangkok 89 71 pc Mecca 88 72 pc Ocean 
Barbados 87 76 rn Melbourne 75 51 rn 
Barcelona 66 48 clr Mexico City 77 48 clr 
Beijing 37 26 pc Montevideo 82 60 clr 
Beirut 72 59 rn Montreal 33 21 sn 
Belgrade 44 41 rn Moscow 24 23 sn 
Berlin 41 35 rn Nairobi 77 61 rn 
Bermuda 77 72 pc Nassau 88 75 rn 
Bogota 68 42 clr NewDelhi 73 57 clr 40/2 . , 
Brasilia 8065 rn Nice 60 45 clr S. KOREA Japan 
Brisbane 85 72 clr Osaka 57 39 rn r 
Brussels 51 46 rn Oslo 35 32 sn 
Bucharest 40 35 cdy Panama 88 75 rn 
Budapest 44 32 rn Paris 55 39 rn 
Buenos Aires 83 68 clr Perth 83 56 clr 
Cairo 70 60 pc Prague 41 32 rn 
Calgary 16 8 sn Rio de Janeiro 84 71 rn 
Caracas 84 77 pc Rome 55 37 clr 
Colombo 87 77 pc San Jose 84 64 rn 
Copenhagen 43 41 rn San Juan 87 75 rn 
Toa aie Siaisiees Te en: 4 ‘Ohahran 7157 pe SanSalvador 87 62. clr 
Dhaka 70 62 clr Santiago 79 52 clr 
AN Lo @ @ Dili 9176 clr SaoPaulo 7664 pc 
Dubai 77 65 pc Sapporo 39 32 clr 
Dublin 51 39 pc Seoul 46 37 rn 
Frankfurt 53 41 rn Singapore 88 77 pc 
U rn J Geneva 45 30 pc Sofia 42 32 rn 
a © f ie | Guatemala 8055 clr Stockholm 3735 — rn 
a Sus athe Hanoi 81 68 pc Sydney 86 67 rn Phill . 
Showers Rain T-storms Flurries Snow Ice Harare 87 60 pc Taipei 73 64 pe IIppine 
Havana 89 64 clr Tegucigalpa 85 55 clr Sea 
Helsinki 32 30 sn Tehran 43 37 pe re 
. Hong Kong 72 65 clr Tel Aviv 68 52 pc é 
Another storm pushes into the West Islamabad 68 48 pt Tokyo ss so cir fa ae 
A strong storm will provide widespread rain and high elevation poe as en an es ae - Okinawa 
snow in the West. Another storm will develop in the Southeast, Jerusalem 6852 pc Tunis 63 53 pe 73/64 
instigating significant rain in the area and into the Mississippi Johannesburg 79 57 rn _—- Valletta 61 52 clr : 
Valley. Kabul 39 28 = sn =Vancouver = 31 22 cy The weather is provided by the 
Kiev 33 29 sn Vienna 46 40 m American Forces Network Weather Center, 
Kuala Lumpur 93 75 rn Warsaw 39 36 pc 2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
Weather Underground * AP Kuwait 64 50 pc Zurich 42 27 rn 
Saturday’s U.S. temperatures 
City Hi Lo Wthr Casper 35 18 Clr Erie 33 20 Cldy Jacksonville 63 47 Rain Montgomery 44 39 Rain Richmond 46 22 PCldy Springfield, Ill 38 19 Cldy 
Abilene, Tex 65 40 Cldy Charleston,S.C. 47 37 Rain Eugene 36 19 Cldy Juneau 28 20 PClidy Nashville 44 27 Cldy Roanoke 40 23 PCldy Springfield, Mo 43 23 Cldy 
Akron, Ohio 33 15 PCldy Charleston, W.Va.40 17 PCldy Evansville 42 24 PCldy Kansas City 35 17 Rain New Orleans 63 50 Rain Rochester 34 21 Clr Syracuse 32 19 Cldy 
Albany, N.Y. 29 16 PCldy Charlotte,N.C. 48 22 Cldy Fairbanks 00B11 Clr Key West 82 73 Cldy New York City 36 22 Clr Rockford 26 03 Clidy Tallahassee 54 43 Rain 
Albuquerque 46 26 Cldy Chattanooga 45 27 Rain Fargo 11 00 Cldy Knoxville 46 22 Cldy Newark 36 21 Clr Sacramento 55 44 Rain Tampa 78 58 Rain 
Allentown, Pa. 40 17 Clr Cheyenne 42 21 Clr Flagstaff 35 21 Cldy Lake Charles 57 46 Rain Norfolk, Va. 46 28 PCldy St Louis 43 22 Cldy Toledo 34 15 PClidy 
Amarillo 57 26 Clr Chicago 29 10 Cldy Flint 32 15 PCldy Lansing 31 10 PCldy North Platte 32B01 PCldy St Petersburg 76 60 Rain Topeka 35 17 Rain 
Anchorage 23 12 Clr Cincinnati 40 15 PCldy Fort Smith 45 29 Rain Las Vegas 50 38 Rain OklahomaCity 49 29 Cldy St Thomas 86 77 PClidy Tucson 65 38 Cldy 
Asheville 41 20 Cldy Cleveland 34 18 PCldy Fort Wayne 35 17 PCldy Lexington 39 22 PCldy Omaha 26 09 Clidy Salem, Ore. 35 20 Snow Tulsa 44 30 Rain 
Atlanta 43 33 Rain Colorado Springs46 14 Cldy Fresno 55 45 Rain Lincoln 27 10 Cldy Orlando 80 57 Rain Salt Lake City 35 19 Cldy Tupelo 45 33 Rain 
Atlantic City 44 23 Clr Columbia,S.C. 43 29 Rain Goodland 36 08 PCldy Little Rock 43 29 Cldy Paducah 44 24 PCldy San Angelo 68 39 Cldy Waco 60 43 Cldy 
Austin 60 43 Cldy Columbus,Ga. 46 37 Rain Grand Junction 28 07 Cldy Los Angeles 63 52 Rain Pendleton 30 16 Cldy San Antonio 61 44 Cldy Washington, D.C. 43 26 PCldy 
Baltimore 42 22 PCldy Columbus, Ohio 38 18 PCldy Grand Rapids 31 11 PCldy Louisville 42 21 Cldy Peoria 34 16 Cldy San Diego 60 53 Cldy W.PalmBeach 83 71 Rain 
Baton Rouge 58 45 Rain Concord, N.H. 30 14 Clr Great Falls 31 16 Cldy Lubbock 63 30 PClidy Philadelphia 42 23 Clr San Francisco 57 49 Rain Wichita 41 23 Rain 
Billings 31 12 Cldy Corpus Christi 59 49 Cldy Green Bay 25 02 Clidy Macon 44 37 Rain Phoenix 63 47 Cldy San Jose 57 47 Rain Wichita Falls 62 35 Clidy 
Birmingham 44 33 Rain Dallas-Ft Worth 56 38 Cldy Greensboro, N.C. 44 22 Cldy Madison 25B01_ Cldy Pittsburgh 35 18 PCldy Santa Fe 39 19 Cldy Wilkes-Barre 33 17 PCldy 
Bismarck 11B06 Cldy Dayton 38 16 PClidy Harrisburg 39 21 Clr Medford 40 34 Rain Pocatello 33 11 Cldy St Ste Marie 23 05 Snow Wilmington, Del. 42 22 Clr 
Boise 34 15 Snow DaytonaBeach 73 58 Rain Hartford Spgfld 35 18 Clr Memphis 42 30 Cldy Portland, Maine 31 16 Clr Savannah 48 40 Rain Yakima 30 13 Cldy 
Boston 37 21 Clr Denver 43 16 PCldy Helena 28 08 Cldy Miami Beach 84 73 Cldy Portland, Ore. 33 23 Snow Seattle 37 27 Cldy Youngstown 33 16 PClidy 
Bridgeport 34 19 Clr Des Moines 29 12 Rain Honolulu 83 68 Clr Midland-Odessa 66 33 Clr Providence 36 21 Clr Shreveport 47 37 Cldy 
Brownsville 62 52 Clidy Detroit 33 18 PCldy Houston 56 44 Cldy Milwaukee 28 12 PClidy Pueblo 50 09 Cldy Sioux City 23 02 PCldy 
Buffalo 32 20 PCldy Duluth 19 01 Cldy Huntsville 42 28 Snow Mpls-St Paul 21 02 Cldy Raleigh-Durham 46 22 Cldy Sioux Falls 20 04 PClidy National temperature extremes 
Burlington, Vt. 27 15 Cldy El Paso 64 37 PCldy Indianapolis 38 20 PCidy Missoula 25 04 Clidy Rapid City 28 05 PClidy South Bend 34 15 PCldy High: Thurs., 89, Miami 
Caribou, Maine 18 07 Clr Elkins 37 10 PCldy Jackson, Miss. 46 35 Rain Mobile 51 43 Rain Reno 36 20 Snow Spokane 23 12 Clidy Low: Thurs., -28 at Big Piney, Wyo. 





Sell it.......Free! 


Advertise your car, truck, motorcycle, 
boat, or bicycle in Stripes free! 
No charge! On us! 
Up to 7 lines of copy for 21days - free! 


individuals only - no dealers! 


Your Hometown Newspaper 


www.stripes.com 


ZSSTRIPES. 


Call Classified today at 229-3276 
or e-mail us at classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil. 
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Baby Items 200 


Atsugi - Bassinet $25, Jumparoo 
- $20 Japanese "Winnie the 
pooh" push tricycle $45, jogging 
stroller $50. Please contact 
Rebecca at 264-7800 





Yokota, Japan - 17 fully wrap- 
ped, unopened boxes. Earth's 
Best Organic baby cereals or- 
dered directly from Earth's Best. 
Several boxes each of Rice 
cereal, Oatmeal and Mixed 
Grain overbought and our baby 
no longer eats cereal. $2 a box 
please call 763-354-3536 


Bicycles 220 


Atsugi - Cannondale Super V 
900 Mountain Bike for sale 
$1500. Specialized FSR Moun- 
tain Bike $1200. Both bikes are 
in Outstanding Condition. Leav- 
ing Japan 11 Dec so must sale 
at this low price. Call Tim at 
08058963260. 





Yokosuka - Road bicycle 4 sale. 
60Cm Motobecane Le Cham- 
pion Team. KinesiumSL Frame 
Full Ritchey and Dura-Ace com- 
ponents. $1000 OBO. Tom @ 
DSN 243-4672, 046-849-6580 


Boats 240 


Yokota, Japan - 1994 Polaris 
750 wave runner. Fit 2 riders 
comfortable or 3 kids. Runs 
perfect trailer included. Just 
JCl'ed this month, $1200.00 


please calls 090-9789-9203 or 
e m a i | 
chuckandmila @ yahoo.com 
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Books 250 


Yokota, Japan - Japanese Text- 
book Waku Waku Bunpo Listen- 
ing 99 World English: Mastering 
Japanese by Ear Newly bought 
book, not used at all as | had to 
transfer to another school. It's 
perfect for  beginners- 
intermediate study. Publisher: 
Bonjinsha Binding: Paperback 
Subject: Japanese Language 
Will be delivered in person if you 
live on base As_ the title 
suggests this text is aimed at 
listening out for grammar pat- 
terns or items like particles, 
numbers, verbs and conversa- 
tions at a basic intermediate 
level this book is compatible for 
all Japanese books _ including 
Minna no Nihongo and Japa- 
nese for Busy People Asking 
$2000 Yen Please 
080-4056-0589 





Yokota, Japan - Japanese for 
Busy People | (8rd_ Edition 
Romanized Edition w/ CD) Jap- 
anese For Busy People, as the 
title suggest, a concise course 
for "busy" students who want to 
learn natural, spoken Japanese 
as effectively as possible in a 
limited amount of time. This 
worldwide best-selling series 
was prepared by a_ working 
group of experienced Japanese 
language instructors who re- 
vised and tested the material in 
an authentic classroom environ- 
ment. | barely used this book so 
it's quite new. | used it when | 
took a Japanese language 
course here on base. Also 
perfect for self-studying. Will be 
delivered in person if you live on 
base Asking $2000 Please call 
080-4056-0589 
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EOE. 


Network Management Engineer 
Responsible for designing, installing and maintaining all LAN/WAN voice 
and data infrastructure. This includes routers, switches, security and 

access devices, along with providing high-end technical support to the 
systems administration staff with email, file servers and active directory. 


Information Assurance Analyst 
Responsible for ensuring legacy systems are being maintained per 
DITSCAP and Information Assurance (IA) requirements as specified by 
DoD. Will also be required to integrate security measures into the system 
evolutionary development process and plan, implement and maintain the 
IA program and documentation pursuant to the DITSCAP and related DoD 
IT security requirements and business best practices. Requires hands-on 
expertise in the protection and detection capabilities that are acquired or 
developed, authorizing the use of DoD information system software, 
hardware and firmware. Will be addressing IA in the management of the 
systems’ configurations; mitigating identified IA vulnerabilities; and 
reporting and responding to IA violations and incidents. Will employ 
network scanning tools such as ISS Internet Scanner, Harris STAT, eEye 
Retina, SMS, WSUS etc, to detect system and network vulnerabilities/ 
deficiencies. Salary is $120k for this position. 


Both positions require US Secret Clearance. 


To learn more and to apply, please send resumes to 
resumes@akima.com. 





Books 250 


Yokota, Japan - Textbook wan- 
ted for UMUC Acct. 220 Funda- 
mental Accounting Principles 
with Best Buy Annual Report By 
John Wild, Barbara Chiappetta, 
Ken Shaw ISBN-13: 
9780077303204 Edition Num- 
ber: 19 Pub. Date: October 2008 
Publisher: McGraw-Hill Compa- 
nies, Negotiable. Please email 
jenniferaswain@yahoo.com _ or 
call 404-478-4630 


Clothing 320 


Yokota, Japan - Brand new 
Aeropostale Pink Plaid Wool 
Bomber Jacked Dark Fuchsia- 
Brown Plaid Wool Bomber Aero- 
postale size Junior XL (runs 
small). Brand new with tag $ 
99.50 still attached. Front zipper 
with snap buttons closure. Bust 
fits best between 36-40" give or 
take, Length from shoulder to 
hem = 23" Sleeves from shoul- 
der seam is 28" but because 
they are cuffed style so it'll fit 
any tall or shorter ladies. Shell: 
60% wool, 35% polyester, 5% 
other fibers. Lining: 100% poly- 
ester but only available in 
X-Small size only (this jacket 
runs very small) Nothing is cuter 
than this one, will make a great 
Christmas gift! Asking $30 
Please emai | 
purplerifle @ hotmail.com 


Club/Parties 340 


YOKOHAMA WORLD FRIENDS 
CHRISTMAS INTERNATIONAL 
PARTY, Dec 19, Sat, 6:30-9pm, 
Restaurant Forest Avenue. Big- 
gest International Party in Yoko- 
hama. Meet 150 people. 20 
kinds of free cocktails. Free 
Snacks. 3000 yen http://www. 
worldfriends-party.com Call 
080-2001-0512 party@goover. 
CO. jp 
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Five Rivers Services is looking for candidates to support the Joint Forces 
in Djibouti, Africa and Africom Forward Headquarters. 


A BS in Electrical Engineering, Computer Science, Mathematics or MIS 
preferred. Seven to ten years’ experience designing, implementing and 
monitoring TCP/IP networks using Cisco routers and switches is required. 
Extensive knowledge of VLANS, QOS, EIGRP, Firewalls, IDS, IPSEC and 

SSL VPNs, MPLS in a service provider environment is also needed. Salary 
is $160k for this position. 


A high school diploma required or equivalent with 2 years' IA experience 
within DoD is required. DOD 8570 Security + certification are also needed. 
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Computers 360 


Yokosuka - HP Pavilion a1019h 
desktop with keyboard, mouse, 
and LCD monitor. $250. Please 
call 246-8603 or = email 
sac69634 @ yahoo.com. 





Yokota, Japan - 20" LCD flat 
panel monitor Compaq monitor 
20-inch diagonal 16:9  wide- 
screen, brand new just bought a 
computer and | use my TV as 
my monitor. Asking $100 OBO 
Please email slh_03@hotmail. 
com 





Yokota, Japan - 3.5 IDE Hard 
Drive 1 - 120 GB $10, 1 - 250 
GB $20 Email 
medinaj78@gmail.com or call 
8503904299 





Yokota, Japan - 3.5 IDE Hard 
Drives 1 - 120 GB $10 1 - 250 
GB $20 Please’ email 
medinaj78@gmail.com or call 
8503904299 





Yokota, Japan - Microsoft Com- 
fort Curve 2000 Keyboard like 
new item is like new, in original 
box, Plus many more misc PC 
parts. Please email medinaj78 
@gmail.com or call 8503904299 





Yokota, Japan - Motherboard, 
CPU, OS, and 2 Video Cards 
ASUS M2N32-SLI Deluxe Wire- 
less Edition Motherboard with: 
-4GB DDR2 Memory -Third 
party CPU cooler -AMD 9850 
Phonon X4 Processor (Black 
Edition) -2ea Nvidia 8800GT 
Video Cards (in SLI mode 2X 
x16 slots) -Vista 64-bit Ultimate 
(Systems builder version _ li- 
censed to the motherboard) | 
would be willing to provide 
consultation to help you install 
the above. This has the makings 
of a very good gaming rig. 
Asking $300 Please email 
hnovis @ hotmail.com Chris 





CENTER 





Crafts/Hobbies 380 


Yokota, Japan - huge lot of 
misc. scrapbooking items | put 
together a large bag filled w/ 
tons and tons of really cute 
scrapbooking items (most of 
them are brand new, they were 
extras that | never used.) you 
name it, it's probably here....all 
sorts of diff. themes. not only 
are these great for scrapbooking 
your pictures, but, you can also 
get creative & make your own 
gifts for the holidays (cards, 
posters, picture frames, hand- 
out recipes, projects w/ your 
kids, etc, etc.) so many themes!! 
Plus, | am also including a few 
scrapbooks as well in this set. 
Everything whole bag $60 (ex- 
cellent deal). There are lots of 
really cute, name brand items in 
here; including 1 stamp item too 
must go now. Please call 
916-473-4488 


Furniture 510 


Yokosuka, Japan - Sleeper 
couch and love seat set - Only 1 
yr old. Sits 5 people and turns to 
bed. Negotiable price. Contact 
samuel.soto@gmail.com — or 
080-4175-4333. 





Yokota, Japan - Beveled glass 
coffee table and end table. Very 
lightweight steel frames with 
sturdy glass tops. Visually 
“opens up space" in your living 
area. 4.5' x 2.5' and 2' x 2' 
asking $90 Please call 
210-881-4363 





Yokota, Japan - Dining Room 
Table & 6 Chairs Set Dining 
Room Extendable Table & 6 
Chairs Set. Plus 4 matching 
coffee and side table excellent 
condition asking $500 Please 
call Rabin 702-946-6024 





Yokota, Japan - Sofa / Couch 
Contemporary style sofa Navy. 
micro fiber with chrome feet. 
Lightweight and _ comfortable 
Asking $200 Please call Paula 
210-881-4363 





excellence. 


Furniture 510 


Yokota, Japan - Dining Room 
Table with 6 chairs. Need to get 
rid of A.S.A.P. Taking up space 
in storage, good condition, ask- 
ing $50 firm. Please email 
greenbkny@yahoo.com or call 
Regis Green 646-381-0023 





Yokota, Japan - Dual Recliner 
Couch Micro-Suede Stain Re- 
sistant Super nice dual recliner 
couch. White color made with 
micro-suede material. Very easy 
to remove stains just rub with 
water, Great for a house with 
kids really comfortable and in 
great condition. Has nice center 
compartment for holding re- 
motes and game _ controllers. 
Asking $279 or Best Offer 
Highly motivated seller. Please 
email kangaroo. 
kaptain@yahoo.com — or 
Chris groom 042-519-4957 


call 





Yokota, Japan - Four Drawer 
Filing Cabinet Tower style alu- 
minum filing cabinet. Four 
legal-sized drawers Closes se- 
curely with thumb-locks, but 
does not have key locks. 
Off-white/cream color, any offer 
considered. Please email heath- 
er.fife @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - Mission Style 
Entertainment Center, in good 
condition must to see to appreci- 
ate. You can fit TV up to 
42"19'inch TV included with this 
offer. Asking $100 Please call 
214-261-6464 





Yokota, Japan - Wooden toddler 
bed, good condition, later the 2 
of the PCS transfers to a head 
and foot board for a twin bed. 
Asking $50 Please _ call 
2108814404 





Yokota, Japan - wooden dinner 
table chairs 4 light. Make an 


offer just want them gone. They 
have minor scratches. No room 
or need for them anymore, 
make an offer please email 
meangreenparts @ yahoo.com 





UNIVERSITY 


Tomorrow's University Today 
POSITION ANOUNCEMENTS TROY UNIVERSITY 


FULL-TIME & ADJUNCT FACULTY 
OKINAWA & MISAWA, JAPAN; 


TROY UNIVERSITY — PACIFIC REGION POSITIONS 


Sunday, December 13, 2009 


Furniture 510 


Yokota, Japan - Really nice 
Table w/ 4 chairs & storage we 
have taken excellent care of our 
table. We even had a custom 
made glass top to put on top to 
protect wood. (Having this glass 
top over the wood makes it easy 
to clean, protect your table cloth 
/ placemats if you have kids, get 
creative by having them make 
their own artwork, put under 
glass, & they know that's their 
seat). This table is round, stands 
tall, storage at base unit, 4 
chairs have neutral cushions to 
match any decor. Plus, | am 
including a set of 4 solid, tan 
color placemats. Paid over $800 
asking $400 (you must provide 
your own delivery.) Please call 
Angela 916-473-4488 must go 
now. 


Furniture/Appliances 511 


Yokosuka, Japan - Big Dehu- 
midifier - less than 1 year old. 
Negotiable, $150 OBO. Contact 
samuel.soto@gmail.com — or 
080-41 75-4333. 





Yokosuka, Japan - Conventional 
oven (medium size) and toaster 
oven (small size) - less than 1 
year old. Negotiable, $200 OBO. 
Contact samuel. 





soto@gmail.com or 
080-4175-4333. 
Yokosuka, Japan - medium 


sized refrigerator - less than 1 
year old. Negotiable, $150 OBO. 
Contact samuel. 
soto@gmail.com 
080-4175-4333. 


or 





Yokota, Japan - Sunbeam Mixer 
w 275 watt motor and stand. 
Asking $30 Please 
080-1057-7991 





Troy University Pacific Region — Asia is accepting applications for 
Full-Time and Adjunct (Part-Time) faculty for teaching positions in 
Okinawa, Japan; Misawa, Japan; and Seoul, Korea. Candidates must 
have earned a doctorate in International Relations or Political Science 
with a concentration in International Relations. 

a background in Asian Studies / National Security Studies and / or IR 
Theory and will have demonstrated the ability to teach. Troy University 

is a student-centered, teaching university that focuses on academic 

It is dedicated to providing students from diverse 

backgrounds with an academically challenging education. Teaching 

duties will include both classroom and online instruction. 
will have access to US Military Bases and carry DoD ID cards, thus, 

must be US Citizens and able to pass a security background investigation. 


Submit a letter of interest, application, curricula vitae, 
unofficial transcripts, and three letters of reference to: 
Troy University, ATTN: Mr. Phillip W. Gray: Associate Director, 
Pacific Region;18 FSS/FSDE; Unit 5134; Box 40; APO AP 96368-5134; 
FAX: 011-81-611-734-2041 or e-mail pgray6867 @troy.edu. 


Application forms can be found at http://www.troy.edu/numanresources/forms.htm. 


Troy University is an AA/EEOC employer and encourages applications from 
individuals with disabilities, females, and minorities. 





SEOUL, KOREA 


Ideal candidates will have 


Home Electronics 570 


Yokosuka, Japan - SHARP 
AQUOS LCD HDTV 46in - less 
than 1 year old. Negotiable, 
$600 OBO. Contact samuel. 
soto@gmail.com or 
080-4175-4333. 





Yokota, Japan - 2 Xbox 360 
consoles both do not have Rod 
however one has a bad DVD 
drive. | have a brand new Ben Q 
DVD drive but you need to 
transfer the key from the old one 
to the new drive for it to work. 
The other one just won't accept 
updates. | called Microsoft and 
they quoted $50 to repair but 
they are both non HDMI so | do 
not want them. Asking $25 
Please email justin. 
barbettini@ gmail.com or call 
Robert 08066731820 





Yokota, Japan - 36" JVC TV 36 
inch CRT TV. Works great but 
upgrading to a LCD asking, 
$100 OBO Please’ email 
bigmac @tokyo.email.ne.jp or 
call 080-1057-7991 





Yokota, Japan - A V-tech TV 
gaming system, great condition. 
Set includes art studio system, 2 
controllers, and 4 games. Sys- 
tem is for 3 to 10 year olds. 
Asking $45 please call Marcy 
2108814404 





Yokota, Japan - Entertainment 
center w/ big screen TV 5000bo 
Please email 
heavenlycm @ yahoo.com or call 
6013262447 Celeste 





Yokota, Japan - JVC 63" 
Projection TV 4 Good Condition, 
Never took off protective cover 
for screen. Make me an offer 
Email offer to 
sumisu27 @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - Kenwood Tow- 
er Speakers LS-V710 -3 Way 4 
Speaker Setup-180W Peak In- 
put Power-8 ohms Asking $ 
75.00 OBO Please call 1-425- 
999-8508 



























Incumbents 


Sunday, December 13, 2009 
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Home Electronics 570 


Yokota, Japan - DVD - Player 
(JVC HDMI XV-N670B) (Brand 
New - Sealed in Box - Never 
Opened) High Definition Multi- 


media Interface with Up- 
Conversion 1080P. Multi-Format 
Player: DVD-Video, DVD-R 
(Video Format), DVD-RW, 


DVD+R, DVD+RW, CD, SVCD, 
VCD, CD-R/RW, MP3, WWM, 
Div X, JPEG. Video & Audio 
Features: 14-Bit/108MHz Video 
D/A Converter, 24-Bit/192kHz 
Audio D/A Converter, Do by 
Digital & DTS output Conven- 
ience: Digital Still (JPEG) Slide- 
show with music Book Marker 
Search Connections: HDMI, 
Component, S-Video, A/V, 
Coaxial/Optical Audio Asking 
$55 Please email russell.g. 
zimmer@saic.com or call 
0428-74-7350 





Yokota, Japan - Kenwood Tow- 
er Speakers LS-V710 -3 Way 4 
Speaker Setup -180W Peak 
Input Power -8 ohms Asking 
$75.00 OBO. Please call 1-425- 
999-8508 Michael 





Yokota, Japan - Kenwood mini 
disc player works great pulled it 


out at my Jimmy for an 
upgraded unit. Make offer 
Please email Ben 


meangreenparts @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - Original Play- 
Station 2 -8MB Memory Card- 
One Controller Analog-Grand 
Theft Auto: San Andreas-Power 
and RCA cords asking $50 
Please call 1-425-999-8508 





Yokota, Japan - Samsung sur- 
round sound this is a 5 disc 
DVD 5.1 surround sound system 
with wireless rear speakers. 
Excellent condition! Asking 
$300.00 OBO please email 
matthew.kline @ yokota.af.mil or 
call 080-5013-9877 


v 
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GUIDING YOU TO ACADEMIC SUCCESS. 


Skilled and knowledgeable Academic Advisors are available to 





Home Electronics 570 


Yokota, Japan ~-_ Philips 
50PFP5332D/37 Widescreen 
Flat Plasma TV 50" with Pixel 
Plus 3 HD, Panel resolution 
1366 x 768p, Brightness 1200 
CD/m, Contrast ratio 10000:1, 
Aspect ratio 16:9, Viewing angle 
(horizontal) 160 degree, Viewing 


angle (vertical) 160 degree 
(50PFP5332D37 
50PFP5332D-37 50PFP5332 


50PFP5332D) TV is in excellent 
condition! Asking $ 999.99 OBO 
Please email matthew.kline- 
@yokota.af.mil or call 
080-5013-9877 





Yokota, Japan - Selling a Sony 
55" Grand Wega 3LCD Rear 
Projection Television has 2 

MI & 3 Component Inputs, 
Digital Reality Creation Multi 
Function V. 1 Technology 
480i(SDTV), 480P (EDTV), 
720p, 1080i Resolution. Also 
throwing in a matching Sony 5.1 
Home Theater System 
1000watts of power, 5 disk DVD 
changer, comes with remote, 
manual and speaker stands that 
was purchased separately, did 
not come with the system. 
Amazon price for the TV is 
$1300 and average price for the 
Home Theater System is about 
$220 both together $1520 but 
you can purchase it from me. All 
for a low price of $1200.00. No 
damages, well taken care of. If 
you are interested or have any 
question pls. call 241-2392 or 
e-mai mie 
gravelpitt333@yahoo.com _ will- 
ing to deliver. Thanks 





Yokota, Japan - Selling my copy 
of HALO 3 for Xbox 360. Please 
email if you'd like to purchase it. 
Asking $30 Please email Mari- 
oe Yuma flipabackside @ gimail. 
af.mil 








Home Electronics 570 


Yokota, Japan - 
Digital TV. Model LC-22AD, 
Analog/Digital/BS/CS _ tuners, 
Power cable, Remote control, 
User's manual No _ scratches. 
Like new, asking ¥27,000. E- 
mail, or call Curt” at 
090-1466-1045. Asking $ 
27,000 Yen. Please’ email 
curthunter_2000 @ yahoo.com 


Sharp 22" 





Yokota, Japan - Sony 36inch flat 
screen TV must go! TV with 
stand in good condition! Asking 
$300 OBO Email: 
SUMISU27 @ YAHOO.COM 





Yokota, Japan - Toshiba 42 inch 
Plasma television (720P). We 
purchased this TV for $1200, 
selling for $625. We just upgra- 
ded and no longer have room 
for this one, great condition we 
still have all original packaging, 
manuals, and box, Asking $625 
OBO. Please call 407-373-1354 
Courtney 





Yokota, Japan - White ILuv 
Clock / IPod dock. We kept the 
orig. box, paperwork, etc that 
this came with. It's still in great 
shape. We just need to down- 
size what we have now to 
prepare for move. It's a white 
color Luv Am/Fm Radio w/ Dual 
Alarm Clock & Bluetooth Wire- 
less Technology and remote. 
Comes wi/ different IPod adapt- 
ers to charge your IPod, and 
also includes IPod cable to 
watch your favorite video on 
your TV, Priced to sell now $45 
must clear out house. If not 
home, please leave a message 
916-473-4488 Thank you. 


discuss degree plans and to help you select the courses you 
need to earn your degree efficiently. UMUC offers a number 
of programs leading to a certificate, an associate degree, ora 
bachelor’s degree. 
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Home Electronics 570 


Yokota, Japan - Wii Bundle! 
Need Sell ASAP Wii System Wii 
Fit Wii Goosebumps Horror land 
Wii Sports Wii Monopoly 2 
Controllers 1 Nun chuck 2 Old 
School Controllers Wii Mario 
Kart 1/ three wheels, has apron. 
$40 of game purchased on hard 
drive. Need to get rid of by the 
end of week. Will fly with price 
Wii value quoted by new again 
is $140 for the system alone. 
Need to sell it all! Asking $200 
Please email 
sportsmanship88 @ yahoo.com 
or call 4073731325 Miller 





Yokota, Japan - XBOX 360 20 
GB model w/ 2 controllers, still 
in good condition. Never had 
any problems and no repairs 
ever needed. | also have a 
charging cable, and two head- 
sets. Games: UFC undisputed 
Flat out: ultimate carnage Com- 
mand and Conquer: red alert 3 
Mercenaries 2: world in flames 
NBA live 07 NCAA football 07 
any questions email me @ 
skip592@hotmail.com or call 
720-257-6786 $250 OBO 





Yokota, Japan - Xbox 360 elite 
120gb w/3 controllers1 controller 
charger cable 1extra power 
supply pack headset 17 games: 
gears of war 2, halo 3, call of 
duty world at war, resident evil, 
far cry 2, NCAA10, NCAAOQ, 
madden 10, NCAA 
basketball09, NBA live 09, need 
for speed under cover, topspin 
3, civilization revolution, rainbow 
six Las Vegas, MLB 2k8, CSI, 
and guitar hero world tour w/2 
guitars (over 500 dollars worth 
of games alone, plus guitars, 
game console and_ controls) 
email for individual game prices 
and or details. Asking $370 
Please email 
standleylindsey@yahoo.com_ or 
call 12105479930 





Jobs Offered 630 


Earn Extra Income! Home- 
Based Business. Free Online 
Course Evaluation. Free Online 
Training/Support Flexible hours, 
great income! www.ho-ola.com 


Outdoor Living 715 


Yokota, Japan - Outdoor patio 
swing-really good condition ask- 
ing $75 please call 2108814404 





Yokota, Japan - Outdoor patio 
swing-really good condition Ask- 
ing $65 Please call 2108814404 


Pets 820 


Atsugi - 1 year old male shih tzu 
with papers. Very friendly and 
good with kids. Please contact 
Kerry at kmaldiner@ yahoo.com 





Atsugi - Free to good home 1 yr 
old Golden Retriever, Contact 
helopilotward @ yahoo.com, 
264-7670. 





Negishi - Free to a good home: 
2 year old male basset hound, 
no time to take care. Trained 
and great with children. Shots 
are up to date and supplies are 
included. Please Email 
gardyhawk@yahoo.com or call 
08054673115. 





Yokota, Japan - Dachshund 
Puppy needs a new home, born 
on June 2009, very playful and 
loving. A family member has 
developed allergy and can no 
longer keep him, asking $500 
OBO Please call Jason Bare- 
field 090-2622-0235 





Pets 820 


Yokota, Japan -Urgent Sweet 
Older Dog Needs Home FREE. 
Please help is out Yokota! Max 
is a Scottish terrier mix and has 
lived at Yokota for almost ten 
years. He is old and needs a 
good loving family that will take 
him out to potty and otherwise 
he is out of the way. We PSC in 
a week and he needs someone 
to help him make the best of his 
last years :) Please e-mail 
morgian18 @hotmail.com or call 
214-261-6346 


Pet Accessories 822 


Yokota, Japan - Large Ferret 
Cage. | got this cage from joyful 
Honda and it has everything, 
paid 265,000yen. | will be 
PCS'ing on the 15th of Decem- 
ber Make an offer Please email 
a_jacque@hotmail.com or call 
718-725-7368 


Photography 830 


Yokota, Japan - Nikon D-40 w/ 
18-55mm lens, Nikon Camera 
Bag and 4G memory card 
perfect condition (only 6 months 
old) we just upgraded to a 
D-5000. Camera bag is brand 


new, never used. Asking $ 
$449. Please email — runni- 
ngrl@hotmail.com or call 


512-275-4825 
——— ss 


Toys 945 


Yokota, Japan - Barbie battery 
powered beetle car slightly used 
but in great condition. Toddlers 
will love this ride Fits two small 
children to go cruising. Comes 
with battery and charger, asking 
$40 Please call 904-229-0534 


To find your local UMUC Academic Advisor, 


visit www.asia.umuc.edu/advisor 


UMUC 


University of Maryland University College 


Copyright © 2009 University of Maryland University College 


Twitter: umucasia 
Facebook: University of Maryland University College Asia 





POEM | J 


Sporting Goods _980 


Yokota, Japan - Golf Clubs - 
Nicklaus n1 3-SW Nicklaus n1 
golf clubs, 3-SW, steel shaft. 
Also a Knight two-way chipper 
and a Maruman Persimmon 
Driver, graphite shaft asking $75 
Please call 090-6315-7233 





Yokota, Japan - Men's/Women's 
Snowboard Goggles MT-Hood 
(Japanese Brand) Snowboard 
Goggles! One size fits all. Even 
fits perfectly when strapped to a 
Helmet! Specs: - Duel Ventila- 
tion System to prevent FOGGIN 
- Duel Padding to help keep 
moisture out of the lens. - 
Persimmon/Orange Lens - Anti- 
Fog Lens, so no FOGGING - 
Black/Metallic Silver Frame - 
Case/Bag comes with the Gog- 
gles. These Goggles been used 
through one season, 2008. Well 
maintained and kept clean. 
Asking $60 OBO If interested 
please email 
flipabackside @ gimail.af.mil 


Miscellaneous 1040 


Yokota, Japan - Christmas Tree 
Artificial Christmas Tree, 7.5 
feet Singapore Fir, green with 
metal stand. Looks real only 





used once $40. Call 
702-946-6024 
Yokota, Japan - Foot SPA 


Practically brand new. Complete 
with all the accessories. Enjoy a 
relaxing foot spa, for men and 





women. Asking $10 Please 
email smrntm1127 @ yahoo.com 
Yokota, Japan - PCS'ing - 


FLOOR JACK for sale clearing 
out shed! MVP Super Lift 4000 
pound hydraulic floor jack must 
sell now: $40.00 Please leave a 
message if not home. Please 
call 916-473-4488 Thank you. 
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Miscellaneous 1040 


Yokota, Japan - To the angel 
that found my keys at bank 
parking lot someone at Yokota 
is AWESOME! After work, and 
the tree lighting ceremony, | 
reached for my keys and they 
were gone. Apparently, | left my 
keys in the parking lot of the 
bank today on my lunch. A 
woman who saw me looking for 
them inside the Yujo said she 
saw them in the parking lot. | got 
there hoping to find them on the 
ground. but no luck. Panicking 
(because that car key is the only 
one that came with the car) | 
was headed to the security 
shack to see if anyone had 
turned them in. For some 
reason | looked in my car and 
there they were, on the passen- 
ger seat. If you are the person 
who found them, please drop 
me an-email at vette_ 
chic@yahoo.com or call 
512-275-4895. | have something 
for you. Thank you so much. 
Tammy Lynn 


Yokota, Japan - Used DVD's for 
SALE! 1000 yen each or ALL for 
5000 yen + a bunch of FREE 
pirated DVDs (trying to get rid of 
them)! Collect in person-Grab 
‘me before someone else does! 
Shanghai Noon & Shanghai 
Knights Pathfinder Unrated | 
Know Who Killed Me, Dave 
Chappelle live Dynamite Warri- 
or, The Heart break Kid, The Ex 
Matchstick Men. Asking $ 
1000yen Please call 
080-4056-0589 


Zama - Fishing gear! Two brand 
new rod/reel combos. One is a 








Penn International V__ rod, 
V55010TF60 with a Penn 
Senator-2 114HLW reel. The 


other is a Shimano Trevala 
butterfly jigging rod with a 
Shimano Torium 30 reel. Email 
for prices and full description. 
naksoocow @ hotmail.com 


EDUCATION FOCUS 


Exercise Your Brain 


Word puzzles, Sudoku, horoscope 


...trom Dear Abby to Dilbert... 


Daily all-American 
amusement in... 


STRIPES. 
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BEST MILITARY 


DISCOUNT 


FROM ANY GAR COMPANY 











All New 2010 Cadillac SRX Crossover 2010 Buick LaCrosse All New 2010 Chevy Equinox 2010 GMC Sierra 1500 





—— ccmse= With the GM Military w/\__ PLUS SAVE $750! 
. / : TA ie Discount Program, active — S< USAA members receive an extra $750? 
a duty and Reserves of the USAA® off the purchase of a new GM vehicle? 






J S (; () U.S. Air Force, Army, Navy, on top of the GM Military Discount 
Sraemnancmes “Sy Marines, National Guard and most current incentives — now through 
and Coast Guard can save December 31, 2009. 

big on most 2009 and 2010 Chevy, Buick, GMC and 
Cadillac vehicles? Register and get your Go Code at SEE YOUR SAVINGS HERE. 
Gramilitary alec eure com: Bring it, along with your CSIMIC | 2010 GMC SIERRA 1500 CREW CAB XFE 
Military |.D., to your GM Dealer. with optional equipment (discount example) 

: : MSRP (sticker price on vehicle) $35,585.00 
|gmmilitarydiscount.com GM Military Discount price $33,669.69 

Pe Your discount $ 1,915.31 


1) Eligible military personnel includes active duty members and Reserves of the U.S. Air Force, Army, Navy, Marines, National Guard and Coast Guard. 2) Excludes 2009 Chevy Corvette ZR1. 

3) AUSAA card, USAA loan document, printout of the USAA.com account profile page, or an expired or current insurance ID card will be required as proof of eligibility at the dealership. No 
obligation to purchase USAA products to obtain the offer. Take delivery by 12/31/09. 4) Limited-time purchase price discount offer available from GM through participating GM Dealers. 
Discount not available on Corvette ZR1, Cadillac CTS-V or medium-duty trucks. Some manufacturer incentives cannot be added to this discount. See your dealer for more details. 5) Tax, title, 
license, dealer fees and optional equipment extra. See dealer for details. 


The marks of General Motors, its divisions, slogans, emblems, vehicle model names, vehicle body designs and other marks appearing in this advertisement are the trademarks and/or service 
marks of General Motors, its subsidiaries, affiliates or licensors. ©2009 General Motors. Buckle up, America! 


~~ (i) cmc =) 
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SCOREBOARD 


Saturday 


AFN-Sports, 5 p.m.—NBA: Houston at 
Philadelphia (dld). 

_AFN-Sports, 9:30 p.m.—NBA: Dallas at 
Miami ( ; 


Sunday 


AFN-Sports, 2 a.m.—College basket- 
ball: Kentucky at Indiana. 

AFN-Xtra, 2 a.m.—College basketball: 
Ohio State at Butler. 

AFN-Atlantic, 3 a.m.— College football: 
NCAA Division II playoffs, championship, 
Grand Valley State vs. Northwest Mis- 
souri State at Florence, Ala. 

AFN-Xtra, 4 a.m.—College basketball: 
We-nngion vs. Georgetown at Anaheim, 

ali 

AFN-Sports, 4:30 a.m.—College foot- 
ball: Army vs. Navy at Philadelphia. 

AFN-Atlantic, 6 a.m.—College football: 
NCAA Football Championship Subdivi- 
sion playoffs, semifinal, Appalachian 
State at Montana. 

AFN-Xtra, 7 a.m.—College basketball: 
Marquette at Wisconsin. 

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—NBA: 
Washington. 

AFN-Xtra, 9 a.m.—College basketball: 
Virginia Tech at Penn State. 

AFN-Atlantic, 10 a.m.—College foot- 
ball: 2009 Heisman Trophy presentation 
at New York. 

AFN-Atlantic, 11 a.m.— College basket- 
ball: Purdue at Alabama. 

AFN-Xtra, noon—Mixed martial arts: 
UFC 107, B.J. Penn vs. Diego Sanchez, 
lightweights, at Memphis, Tenn. 

AFN-Sports, 12:15 p.m.— Boxing: Juan 
Diaz vs. Paulie Malignaggi, junior welter- 
weights, at Chicago. 

AFN-Xtra, 3 p.m.—College basketball: 
UCLA vs. Mississippi State at Anaheim, 
Calif. (did). 

AFN-Sports, 5 p.m.—College football: 
2009 Heisman Trophy presentation at 


New York (did). 
m.—NHL: Philadelphia at 


AFN-Xtra, 5 pn 
New Jersey (dld 

AFN-Xtra, 7: 30 p.m.—NBA: Boston at 
Chicago (did). 

AFN-Sports, 9 p.m.—College football: 
Army vs. Navy at Philadelphia (dld). 

AFN-Xtra, 11 p.m.—NHL: Buffalo at N.Y. 
Rangers (dld). 


Indiana at 


Monday 


AFN-Atlantic, 3 a.m.—NFL: Cincinnati 
at Minnesota. 

AFN-Sports, 3 a.m.—NFL: Denver at In- 
dianapolis. 

AFN-Xtra, 3 a.m.—NFL: New Orleans at 
Atlanta. 

AFN-Atlantic, 6 a.m.— NFL: St. Louis at 
Tennessee. 

AFN-Sports, 6 a.m.— NFL: San Diego at 
Dallas. 

AFN-Xtra, 6 a.m.—NFL: Washington at 
Oakland. 

AFN-Xtra, 9 a.m.—NBA: Cleveland at 
Oklahoma City. 

AFN-Sports, 10:15 a.m.—NFL: Philadel- 
phia at N.Y. Giants. 

AFN-Xtra, 11:30 a.m.—College soccer: 
NCAA Division | tournament, champion- 
ship, Akron or North Carolina vs. Wake 
Forest or Virginia at Cary, N.C. 

AFN-Xtra, 4 p.m.— Mixed martial arts: 
UFC 107, B.J. Penn vs. Diego Sanchez, 
lightweights, at Memphis, Tenn. (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 5:30 p.m.— Golf: PGA Shark 
Shootout, final round, at Naples, Fla. 

AFN-Sports, 11 p.m.—NBA: San Anto- 
nio at L.A. Clippers (dld). 

AFN-Xtra, midnight—Mixed martial 
arts: UFC 107, B.J. Penn vs. Diego Sanchez, 
lightweights, at Memphis, Tenn. (dld). 


All times are Japan and Korea Stan- 
dard; (did) indicates delayed broadcast. 
All listings are subject to change. Visit 
www.myafn.net for more information. 


Soccer 


Men’s Division | tournament 


Quarterfinals 
Friday, Dec. 4 
North Carolina 2, Drake 1 
Virginia 3, Maryland 0 
Saturday, Dec. 5 
Akron 1, Tulsa 0 
Wak Forest 2, UCLA 0 
Semifinals 
Friday, Dec. 11 
At Cary, N.C. 
Virginia vs. Wake Fores 
North Carolina vs. Akron 
Championship 
Sunday, Dec. 13 
At Cary, N.C. 
Semifinal winners 


Fight schedule 


Dec. 12 

At Bern, Switzerland, Vitali Klitschko 
vs. Kevin Johnson, 12, for Klitschko’s 
WBC heavyweight title. 

At UIC Pavillion, Chicago, Juan Diaz, 
vs. Paulie Malignaggi, 12, junior welter- 
weights; Victor Ortiz vs. Antonio Diaz, 10, 
welterweights. 

At Agua Caliente Casino-Resort-Spa, 
Rancho Mirage, Calif. Timothy Bradley 
vs. Lamont Peterson, 12, for WBO junior 
welterweights title; Vic Darchinyan vs. 
Tomas Rojas, 12, for Darchinyan’s WBC/ 
WBA junior bantamweight title. 


Bowl glance 


Saturday, Dec. 19 
New Mexico Bowl 
At Albuquerque 
Wyoming (6-6) vs. Fresno State (8-4) 
St. Petersburg (Fla.) Bowl 
Rutgers (8-4) vs. UCF (8-4) 
Sunday, Dec. 20 
New Orleans Bowl 
Southern Miss. (7-5) vs. Middle Ten- 
nessee (9-3) 
Tuesday, Dec. 22 
Las Vegas Bowl 
BYU (10-2) vs. Oregon State (8-4) 
Wednesday, Dec. 23 
Poinsettia Bowl 
At San Diego 
Utah (9-3) vs. California (8-4) 
Thursday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl 
At Honolulu 
SMU (7-5) vs. Nevada (8-4) 
Saturday, Dec. 26 
Little Caesars Pizza Bowl 
At Detroit 
Ohio (9-4) vs. Marshall (6-6) 
Meineke Bowl 
At Charlotte, N.C. 
North Carolina (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh (9- 


Emerald Bowl 
At San Francisco 
és _ oe Cal (8-4) vs. Boston College 
Sunday, Dec. 27 
Music City Bowl 
At Nashville, Tenn. 
Clemson (8-5) vs. Kentucky (7-5) 
Monday, Dec. 28 
Independence Bowl 
At Shreveport, La. 
Texas A&M (6-6) vs. Georgia (7-5) 
Tuesday, Dec. 29 
EagleBank Bowl 
At Washington 
pee (9-3) vs. UCLA (6-6) or Army 
-6 


Champs Sports Bowl 
At Orlando, Fla. 

Miami (9-3) vs. Wisconsin (9-3) 
Wednesday, Dec. 30 
Humanitarian Bowl 

At Boise, Idaho 
Bowling Green (7-5) vs. Idaho (7-5) 
Holiday Bowl 
At San Diego 
Nebraska (9-4) vs. Arizona (8-4) 
Thursday, Dec. 31 
Sun Bowl 
At El Paso, Texas 

Stanford (8-4) vs. Oklahoma (7-5) 
Armed Forces Bowl 
At Fort Worth, Texas 

Air Force (7-5) vs. Houston (10-3) 

Texas Bowl 
At Houston 
Missouri (8-4) vs. Navy (8-4) 
Insight Bowl 
At Tempe, Ariz. 
Minnesota (6-6) vs. lowa State (6-6) 
Chick-fil-A Bowl 
At Atlanta 
Virginia Tech (9-3) vs. Tennessee (7-5) 
Friday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
At Tampa, Fla. 
Northwestern (8-4) vs. Auburn (7-5) 
Capital One Bowl 
At Orlando, Fla. 
Penn State (10-2) vs. LSU (9-3) 
Gator Bowl 
At Jacksonville, Fla. 
Florida St. (6-6) vs. West Virginia (9-3) 
Rose Bowl 
At Pasadena, Calif. 
Ohio State (10-2) vs. Oregon (10-2) 
Sugar Bowl 
At New Orleans 
Florida (12-1) vs. Cincinnati (12-0) 


FCS playoffs 


Semifinals 
Friday, Dec. 11 
William & Mary (11-2) at Villanova (12- 
1 


_Saturday, Dec. 12 
Eipaecomen State (11-2) at Montana 
-0 


Championship 
Friday, Dec. 18 
At Finley Stadium/Davenport Field 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Semifinal winners 


Division Il playoffs 


Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 12 
At Braly Municipal Stadium 
Florence, Ala. 
Grand Valley State (13-1) vs. North- 
west Missouri State (13-1) 


Division Ill playoffs 


Semifinals 
Saturday, Dec. 12 
Wesley (13-0) at Mount Union (13-0) 
Linfield (13-0) at Wisconsin-Whitewa- 
ter (13-0) 
Championship 
Amos Alonzo Stagg Bowl 
Saturday, Dec. 19 
At Salem Stadium 
Salem, Va. 
Seminfinal winners 


NAIA playoffs 


Semifinals 
Saturday, Dec. 5 
Sioux Falls 48, Saint Xavier 6 
Lindenwood 42, Carroll, Mont. 35 
Championship 
Saturday, Dec. 19 
At Barron Stadium 
Rome, Ga. 
Sioux Falls (14-0) vs. ‘Lindenwood (13-0) 
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College basketball 


AP Men’s Top 25 fared 


Thursday 

1. Kansas (8-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
La Salle, Saturday. 

2. Texas (7-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Texas State, Saturday. 

3. Villanova (9-0) did not play. Next: at 
Temple, Sunday. 

4. Kentucky (9- 0) did not play. Next: at 
Indiana, Saturday. 

5. Purdue (8- 0) did not play. Next: at 
Alabama, Saturday. 

6. West Virginia (6-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Coppin State, Saturday. 

7. Syracuse (9-0) beat No. 10 Florida 
85-73. Next: vs. St. Francis, N.Y., Sunday. 

8. Duke (7-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Gardner-Webb, Tuesday. 

9. Tennessee (6-1) did not play. Next: 
at Middle Tennessee, Friday. 

10. Florida (8-1) lost to No. 7 Syracuse 
85-73. Next: vs. Richmond, Saturday, Dec. 
19. 

11. North Carolina (7-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Presbyterian, Saturday. 

12. Michigan State (8-2) beat Oakland, 
Mich. 88-57. Next: vs. IPFW, Saturday, 
Dec. 19. 

13. Ohio State (7-1) did not play. Next: 
at No. 22 Butler, Saturday. 

14. Connecticut (6-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. UCF, Sunday, Dec. 20. 

15. Georgetown (7-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 17 Washington, Saturday. 

16. Texas A&M (8-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. New Mexico, Saturday. 

17. Washington (6-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 15 Georgetown, Saturday. 

18. UNLV (7-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Kansas State, Saturday. 

19. Cincinnati (6-1) beat Miami (Ohio) 
63-59. Next: at Xavier, Sunday. 

20. Wisconsin (6-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Marquette, Saturday. 

21. Gonzaga (7-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Davidson, Saturday. 

22. Butler (6-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 13 Butler, Saturday. 

23. Texas Tech (9-0) did not play. Next: 
at Wichita State, Saturday, Dec. 19. 

24. Georgia Tech (6-1) did not play. 
Next: at Chattanooga, Monday. 

25. Mississippi (7-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. McNeese State, Saturday. 


Thursday’s men’s scores 


EAST 
Bloomsburg 61, Chestnut Hill 58 
Felician 80, Post, Conn. 77 
Goldey Beacom 67, Holy Family 61 
Maine 133, Maine-Presque Isle 58 
Philadelphia 63, Wilmington, Del. 49 
Rhode Island 79, Northeastern 76 
St. Bonaventure 76, LeMoyne 65 
West Chester 82, Neumann 65 
SOUTH 
Cumberlands 90, Berea 57 
ETSU 75, North Georgia 71 
Florida Atlantic 106, Warner Southern 
99, 30T 
Florida Southern 88, Ave Maria 57 
Kentucky Wesleyan 90, Asbury 47 
Lipscomb 94, SIU-Edwardsville 74 
Mercer 87, Piedmont 62 
Mississippi St. 76, DePaul 45 
Reinhardt 82, Covenant 62 
Syracuse 85, Florida 73 
W. Carolina 66, Campbell 59 


MIDWEST 
Aquinas 70, Calvin 67 
Cincinnati 63, Miami (Ohio) 59 
Davenport 82, Olivet 72 
Lakeland 68, Edgewood 66 
Michigan St. 88, Oakland, Mich. 57 
Nebraska 74, Chicago St. 39 
Toledo 73, IPFW 72 
Wis.-Eau Claire 74, Wis.-River Falls 68 
Wis.-La Crosse 78, Wis.-Stout 64 
Wis.-Parkside 73, Clarke 63 
Wis.-Platteville 67, Wis.-Oshkosh 47 
Wis.-Whitewater 67, Wis.-Stevens Pt. 


60 
SOUTHWEST 
Mary Hardin-Baylor 85, Concordia- 
Austin 84 
FAR WEST 


Cal Baptist 67, Pepperdine 65 
Colorado St. 77, Colorado 62 
Montana 82, Loyola Marymount 73 


Thursday’s women’s scores 


EAST 

Cent. Connecticut St. 60, New Hamp- 
shire 48 

Connecticut 80, Hartford 45 

DeSales 90, Gwynedd Mercy 89, OT 

Delaware Valley 75, Marywood 64 

Dickinson 67, Albright 53 

Dominican, N.Y. 65, Concordia, N.Y. 56 

Felician 69, Post, Conn. 43 

Georgian Court 77, Chestnut Hill 70, 
OT 

Hofstra 70, Niagara 48 

Holy Family 79, Goldey Beacom 52 

Lycoming 66, Kings, Pa. 60 

Michigan 76, Boston College 70 

Misericordia 71, Rosemont 52 

Oklahoma 59, Army 46 

Philadelphia 69, Wilmington, Del. 68 

Pitt.-Johnstown 67, Salem_ Interna- 
tional 34 

Point Park 65, Carlow 44 

Rutgers 50, Prairie View 45 

SUNY-Farmingdale 98, Yeshiva 49 

St. John’s 78, Long Island U. 64 

Temple 65, Ohio 43 

Towson 67, Maryland 55 

Vanderbilt 75, et ae 74 

OUTH 

Atlanta Gerster 76, Bryan 74 

Campbellsville 115, Midway 50 

N. Kentucky 70, St. Joseph’s, Ind. 54 

Reinhardt 97, Truett-McConnell 57 

MIDWEST 

Dominican, Ill. 74, Alverno 66 

lowa St. 85, lowa 66 

Kansas 81, UMKC 53 

Lakeland 66, Edgewood 61 

Missouri 83, Texas-Pan American 34 

N. lowa 68, Wis.-Milwaukee 59 

South Dakota 67, Black Hills St. 49 

W. Illinois 66, St. Francis, Ill. 53 

Wis.-Green Bay 83, Ball St. 63 

Wis.-Platteville 63, Wis.-Oshkosh 49 

Wis.-River Falls 70, Wis.-Eau Claire 59 

Wis.-Stout 68, Wis.-LaCrosse 65 
- Wis.-Whitewater 76, Wis.-Stevens Pt. 


SOUTHWEST 
Mary Hardin-Baylor 66, Concordia- 
Austin 63 
Northeastern St. 72, Texas A&M-Kings- 


ville 51 
FAR WEST 
N. Arizona 62, San Diego 58 
San Francisco 71, Pacific 67 





Dubai Ladies Masters 


Friday 
At Emirates Golf Club (Majlis Course) 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Purse: $500,000; Par: 72 
Third Round 


In Kyung Kim, South Korea 70-65-67 —202 
Anna Nordqvist, Sweden 72-68-65—205 
Maria Hjorth, Sweden 66-73-67—206 
Gwladys Nocera, France 71-69-68—208 
Amy Yang, South Korea 68-70-70—208 
Tania Elosegui, Spain 72-66-70—208 
Michelle Wie, United States 69-68-71—208 
Jade Schaeffer, France 72-72-66—210 
Melissa Reid, England 73-68-69—210 
Vikki Laing, Scotland 72-69-69—210 
Laura Davies, England 71-69-70—210 
Catriona Matthew, Scotland 71-68-71—210 
Sophie Gustafson, Sweden 72-69-70—211 


V. Lagoutte-Clement, France 69-72-71—212 
Titiya Plucksataporn, Thailand 68-71-73—212 


Julieta Granada, Paraguay 68-71-73—212 
Lee-Anne Pace, South Africa 75-70-68—213 
Rebecca Coakley, Ireland 72-71-70—213 
Minea Blomavist, Finland 69-72-72—213 
Veronica Zorzi, Italy 78-68-68—214 


M. van der Graff, Netherlands 71-73-70—214 


Trish Johnson, England 70-73-71—214 
Anna Rawson, Australia 70-73-71—214 
Becky Morgan, Wales 75-67-72—214 
Caroline Afonso, France 72-70-72—214 
Sophie Giquel, France 72-68-74—214 
Elisabeth Esterl, Germany 70-76-69—215 
Felicity Johnson, England 74-71-70—215 
Johanna Mundy, England 71-73-71—215 
Carin Koch, Sweden 72-72-71—215 


Australian PGA 


Friday 
At Hyatt Regency resort course 
Coolum, Australia 
Purse: $1.36 million 
Yardage: 6,650; Par: 71 
Second Round 


Matthew Griffin, Australia 67-68—135 
Jason Norris, Australia 69-67—136 
Stuart oul va Australia 67-69—136 
Geoff Ogilvy, Australia 70-66—136 
Bronson La’Cassie, Australia 68-69—137 


Han Min-Kyu, South Korea 62-75—137 
Scott Strange, Australia 67-70—137 
Shih-ching Chan, Taiwan 68-70—138 
Robert Allenby, Australia 70-68—138 
Michael Curtain, Australia 73-65—138 
Greg Chalmers, Australia 68-70—138 
Adam Scott, Australia 68-70—138 
Chris Campbell, Australia 72-67—139 
Tim Wilkinson, New Zealand 68-71—139 
Brett Rumford, Australia 70-70—140 
John Senden, Australia 73-67—140 
Michael Wright, Australia 71-69—140 
Nick O’Hern, Australia 70-70—140 
Andrew Dodt, Australia 67-73—140 
Henry Epstein, Australia 67-74—141 
Paul Sheehan, Australia 73-68—141 
Stephen Dartnall, Australia 68-73—141 
Marc Leishman, Australia 70-71—141 
Stephen Leaney, Australia 71-70—141 
Cameron Percy, Australia 72-69—141 
Paul Marantz, Australia 69-72—141 
John Daly, United States 71-70—141 
Michael Sim, Australia 71-70—141 
Richard Green, Australia 71-70—141 
Andrew Tschudin, Australia 73-69—142 
Li Chao, China 71-71-—142 
Brad Kennedy, Australia 76-66—142 
Kyle Stanley, United States 71-71—142 
Anthony Brown, Australia 71-71—142 
Mathew Goggin, Australia 70-72—142 
Scott Laycock, Australia 76-66—142 
Rod Pampling, Australia 73-69—142 
Marcus Both, Australia 70-72—142 
Adam Crawford, Australia 71-71—142 
Gavin Flint, Australia 71-71—142 
Leigh McKechnie, Australia 72-70—142 
Bryce Molder, United States 73-69—142 
Aron Price, Australia 74-69—143 
Mahal Pearce, New Zealand 73-70—143 
Steve Marino, United States 70-73—143 
Ryan Haller, Australia 66-77—143 
Josh Geary, New Zealand 70-73—143 
Nick Flanagan, Australia 76-67—143 
Jarrod Lyle, Australia 70-73—143 
Nathan Green, Australia 71-72—143 
Scott Barr, Australia 74-70—144 
Craig Parry, Australia 71-73—144 
Peter O’Malley, Australia 73-71—144 
Matthew Millar, Australia 71-73—144 
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Thursday’s transactions 


BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES—Sent LHP Ben 
Snyder to Texas to complete an earlier 
trade. 

BOSTON RED SOX—Acquired RHP Boof 
Bonser from Minnesota for a player to be 
named. 

DETROIT TIGERS—Named Bryson Bar- 
ber area scout for Alabama, Louisiana, 
Mierisaee and the Panhandle of Flori- 

a. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS—Placed 1B-DH 
Mike Jacobs and LHP John Bale on waiv- 
ers for the purpose of their uncondition- 
al releases. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS—Released RHP 
Santiago Casilla. 

TEXAS RANGERS—Agreed to terms 
with RHP Rich Harden on a one-year con- 
tract. 

National League 

HOUSTON ASTROS—Agreed to terms 
with 3B Pedro Feliz on a one-year con- 
tract. Sent INF Jorge Jimenz to Florida to 
complete an earlier trade. 

NEW YORK METS—Selected RHP Car- 
los Monasterios from Philadelphia in 
the Rule 5 draft and traded him to the 
Los Angeles Dodgers for cash consider- 
ations. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES—Signed INF 
Bobby Crosby to a one-year contract. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS—Selected 
OF Jamie Hoffmann from the Los An- 
geles Dodgers in the Rule 5 Draft and 
traded him to the New York Yankees to 
complete an earlier trade. Released RHP 
Zach Segovia. 

FOOTBALL 
National Football League 

BUFFALO BILLS—Signed DT Corey 
Mace to the practice squad. 

NEW YORK JETS—Placed LB Larry Izzo 
on injured reserve. Signed LB Josh Mau- 
ga and C Michael Parenton to the prac- 


tice squad. 
HOCKEY 
National Hockey League 

MONTREAL CANADIENS—Assigned F 
Benoit Pouliot to Hamilton (AHL). 

NEW YORK RANGERS=—Assigned D 
Matt Gilroy and G Chad Johnson to Hart- 
ford (AHL). Recalled G Matt Zaba from 
Hartford. 

TAMPA BAY ree a gaa Cc 
Blair Jones from Norfolk (AHL). 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS—Assigned C 
Keith Aucoin and LW Alexandre Giroux to 
Hershey (AHL). 

American Hockey League 

PROVIDENCE BRUINS—Signed D Tom 


Galvin. 
LACROSSE 
Major League Lacrosse 

MINNESOTA SWARM=—Re-signed' F 
Sean Pollock to a three-year contract and 
D Jon Sullivan to a one-year contract. 

COLLEGE 

AKRON—Named Rob lanello football 
coach. 

CINCINNATI—Announced the _ resig- 
nation of football coach Brian Kelly to 
become football coach at Notre Dame. 
Announced offensive coordinator Jeff 
Quinn will coach the team in their Sugar 
Bowl game against Florida on Jan. 1. 

JAMES MADISON—Named Ta’ Frias 
track and field coach. 


NORTHWEST MISSOURI STATE— 
Named Jessica Rinehart volleyball 
coach. 


STANFORD—Named Jack Harbaugh 
interim running backs coach. 

WYOMING—Announced G/F Thomas 
Manzano has decided to leave the bas- 
ketball team. 





AP sportlight 


Dec. 13 

1942 — The Washington Redskins win 
the NFL championship with a 14-6 vic- 
tory over the Chicago Bears. 

1981 — John McEnroe and Roscoe Tan- 
ner lead the United States to a 3-1 victo- 
ry over Argentina in the Davis Cup final. 

1983 — Detroit beats Denver 186-184 
in triple overtime in the highest-scor- 
ing game in NBA history. Isiah Thomas 
scores 47 points and John Long adds 41 
for the Pistons. Denver’s Kiki Vandewe- 
ghe had 51 points. 

1992 — Manon Rheaume becomes the 
first woman to play in a regular-season 
professional game when she appears in 
the Atlanta Knights’ 4-1 loss to Salt Lake 
City in the International Hockey League. 

1995 — Detroit’s Paul Coffey became 
the first NHL defenseman to reach 1,000 
career assists, setting up Igor Larionov’s 
first-period goal in the Red Wings’ 3-1 
victory over Chicago. 

1998 — Gary Anderson kicks six field 
goals, setting the NFL record with 34 
straight without a miss, in Minnesota’s 
38-28 victory over Baltimore. 

2000 — Utah guard John Stockton re- 
cords his 14,000th career assist in the 
final minute of the Jazz’s 111-102 loss 
to Milwaukee. Stockton, the NBA’s ca- 
reer assist leader, becomes one of two 
players to surpass 10,000 assists. Magic 
Johnson ended his career with 10,141. 

2003 — Mount Union breaks its NCAA 
record by winning its 55th consecutive 
game, beating Bridgewater 66-0 in the 
NCAA Division II] semifinals. 

2004 — In Sestriere, Italy, World Cup 
leader Bode Miller wins a slalom to join 
Marc Girardelli as the only men to win 
races in all four disciplines in a season. 
Miller has won slalom, giant slalom, su- 
pele and downhill races in a span of 16 

ays. 


Pace 40 J PSE E ve A] 


“STARS AND STRIPES® 


Sunday, December 13, 2009 


Golfers deny bashing Tiger to magazine 


The Associated Press 


JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Two golfers 
quoted by a weekly magazine as making 
disparaging remarks about Tiger Woods 
and his marriage said Thursday night they 
never spoke to the publication. 

In a story that Life & Style posted on 
its Web site, Ben Crane is quoted as say- 
ing Woods is a “phony and a fake” and that 
Woods’ wife knew about allegations of ex- 
tramarital affairs. It also quotes Charles 
Warren as saying Woods’ wife “had stars 
in her eyes and maybe dollar signs too” 


and should leave him. 

The magazine said in a statement it was 
investigating. 

“This is unbelievable,” Ben Crane told 
The Associated Press. “I never said a word 
about anything. They print this and put my 
name next to it.” 

Warren said through his agent that he 
has not given an interview in two months. 

“T have not spoken to Life & Style maga- 
zine, so there is no story here,” Warren 
said in a statement. 

Crane’s agent, Tommy Limbaugh, said 


a magazine official told him the interview 
took place at the PGA Tour Qualifying 
tournament last week at Bear Lakes Coun- 
try Club in West Palm Beach, Fla. 

Crane finished 51st on the PGA Tour 
money list this year and was not at Q- 
school. Warren, who finished 147th on the 
money list, withdrew from Q-school before 
the final round. He was too far back to earn 
his card. 

“We sent an experienced freelance re- 
porter to a golf tournament attended by 
several PGA pros,” the magazine said in 


a statement. “Our reporter spoke with two 
golfers who presented themselves as Ben 
Crane and Charles Warren. We are taking 
these claims very seriously and investigat- 
ing further.” 

Asked if the magazine took photos of the 
golfers it interviewed, a spokeswoman de- 
clined further comment. Life & Style pub- 
lished the quotes Wednesday, and several 
Web sites posted them Thursday. 

Crane said he first learned about the 
quotes Thursday morning when his agent 
called. 


NHL roundup 


Reechi, Rask lead 
Bruins past Leais 


The Associated Press 


BOSTON — The Boston Bru- 
ins chose not to worry about how 
they almost blew a three-goal 
lead. Instead, they celebrated the 
way they regained control of the 
game. 

Mark Recchi scored twice in 
the final three minutes, and Tu- 
ukka Rask stopped 32 shots as 
Boston squandered most of a 
three-goal lead and held on to 
beat the Toronto Maple Leafs 5-2 
on Thursday night. 

“Three-goal leads are _ the 
worst,” Recchi said. “We were OK 
for two periods. In the third they 
came out and we weren’t ready 
for it. It’s nice that we responded 
after they did come back.” 

Mark Stuart, Derek Morris and 
David Krejci scored to give the 
Bruins a 3-0 lead after two peri- 
ods. Mikhail Grabovski and Niko- 
lai Kulemin had goals in the third 
to cut Toronto’s deficit to 3-2, but 
Recchi scored with 2:37 to play 
and then added an empty-netter 
with 12 seconds left to clinch it. 

Vesa Toskala made 29 saves 
for Toronto, which has lost seven 
straight to Boston, including a 7-2 
defeat on Saturday night. 

“We’ve only got one win in our 
division, which is awful,’ Leafs 
defenseman Ian White said. “We 
got spanked by these guys not 
even a week ago. We were ex- 
pecting to come in here and have 
a different showing. It’s unfor- 
tunate. It could be a number of 
factors, I’m not exactly sure what 
the problem is but we have to find 
ways to win.” 

The Bruins improved to 8-1- 
1 in the past 10 games and took 
over first place in the Northeast 
Division. 

It was the second time in six 
days Boston took a big lead on the 
Maple Leafs and former Bruins 
forward Phil Kessel, who signed 
with Toronto as a restricted free 
agent in the offseason. On Satur- 
day, the Bruins scored the first 
seven goals and coasted. 

Just as they did on Saturday, 
when the Bruins dominated in 
Kessel’s first visit, the crowd 
booed him virtually every time 
he touched the puck. At least one 
fan in the crowd wore a Kessel T- 
shirt, but the name and number 


on the back had been X’d out. 

But Kessel, who declined to 
talk after the game, was scoreless 
for the second time in two games 
against the Bruins. 

“That’s what we’ve got to do, 
take away their best players,” 
Krejci said. “We did a good job of 
that tonight.” 

Senators 2, Flyers O: Brian 
Elliott made 22 saves in his sec- 
ond NHL shutout and Nick Foli- 
gno and Jesse Winchester scored 
third-period goals to give visiting 
Ottawa a victory over slumping 
Philadelphia. 

Foligno broke the scoreless 
deadlock midway through the 
third period, and Winchester 
sealed the victory with a short- 
handed, empty-net goal in the 
final minute. 

It was the first shutout this sea- 
son for the Senators, who have two 
victories in the past six games. 

Penguins 3, Canadiens 2: 
Pascal Dupuis scored on a slap 
shot 13:21 into the third period 
and Marc-Andre Fleury made 
19 saves as visiting Pittsburgh 
stopped Montreal’s three-game 
winning streak. 

Predators 4, Blue Jackets 3 
(SO): Steve Sullivan scored the 
winning goal in the fifth round of 
the shootout to lift host Nashville. 

Sullivan beat goalie Mathieu 
Garon with a wrist shot under the 
goalie’s pad for the winner. Garon 
had won an NHL-record 13 con- 
secutive shootouts. 

Canucks 4, Thrashers 2: Dan- 
iel Sedin scored Vancouver’s first 
three goals, and the host Canucks 
held on to beat Atlanta. 

Sedin opened the scoring on a 
wraparound 3:09 in, and deflect- 
ed in his second goal with 1:22 
left in the first period. He got a 
break for his hat-trick goal 1:39 
into the second, when Atlanta for- 
ward Nik Antropov accidentally 
tipped Sedin’s backdoor pass to 
twin brother Henrik Sedin into 
the net. 

Kings 3, Coyotes 2 (SO): At 
Los Angeles, Oscar Moller and 
Jack Johnson netted first-period 
goals, Justin Williams scored in 
the eighth round of a shootout, 
and Los Angeles capitalized on 
the absence of suspended Phoe- 
nix defenseman Ed Jovanovski. 


NHL scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 
New Jersey 29 21 7 1 
Pittsburgh 32 21 10 1 
N.Y.Rangers 30 14 14 2 30 84 90 
Philadelphia 29 14 14 1 29 86 83 
N.Y. Islanders 31 11 13 7 29 80 98 

Northeast Division 


Boston 30 16 9 5 37 81 74 
Buffalo 28 17 #9 2 36 76 62 
Ottawa 30 15 il 4 34 86 91 
Montreal 32 15 15 2 32 82 91 
Toronto 31 10 14 7 27 88111 
Southeast Division 
Washington 31 6 6 44 111 85 
Atlanta 29 15 ii 3 33 92 85 
Tampa Bay 30 11 Ii 8 30 76 88 
Florida 31 11 14 6 28 82 106 
Carolina 30 7 18 5 19 72 109 


Western Conference 
Central Division 


GP W L OT Pts GF GA 
Chicago 29 19 7 3 41 87 65 
Nashville 31 18 11 2 38 81 85 
Columbus 31 14 11 6 34 95109 
Detroit 30 14 11 5 33 83 83 
St. Louis 29 13 11 5 31 71 77 

Northwest Division 

Calgary 30 19 8 3 41 90 72 
Colorado 33 17 10 6 40 98 96 
Vancouver 31 17 «14 0 34 97 81 
Edmonton 31 14 #13 4 32 93 97 
Minnesota 30 14 13 3 31 79 88 

Pacific Division 
San Jose 32 19 7 6 44 108 87 
LosAngeles 33 20 10 3 43 103 99 
Phoenix 31 18 11 2 38 77 7i 
Dallas 30 13 «#8 9 35 88 89 
Anaheim 30 11 13 6 28 86 99 


NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. 
Thursday’s games 
Ottawa 2, Philadelphia 0 
Boston 5, Toronto 2 
Pittsburgh 3, Montreal 2 
Nashville 4, Columbus 3, SO 
Vancouver 4, Atlanta 2 
Los Angeles 3, Phoenix 2, SO 
Friday’s games 
Florida at New Jersey 
Carolina at Washington 
Chicago at Buffalo 
Anaheim at Detroit 
Edmonton at St. Louis 
Tampa Bay at Colorado 
Minnesota at Calgary 
Dallas at San Jose 
Saturday’s games 
Boston at N.Y. Islanders 
Buffalo at N.Y. Rangers 
Philadelphia at New Jersey 
Washington at Toronto 
Anaheim at Columbus 
Montreal at Atlanta 
Carolina at Ottawa 
Florida at Pittsburgh 
San Jose at Phoenix 
Detroit at Nashville 
Minnesota at Vancouver 
Dallas at Los Angeles 
Sunday’s games 
Tampa Bay at Chicago 
Calgary at Colorado 


Thursday 
Senators 2, Flyers 0 
Ottawa 00 2-2 
Philadelphia 0 0 0-0 


Third Period—1, Ottawa, Foligno 6 
(Campoli, Fisher), 11:31. 2, Ottawa, Win- 
chester 2, 19:10 (en-sh). 

Shots on Goal—Ottawa 12-5-8—25. 
Philadelphia 8-7-8—23. 

Power-play opportunities—Ottawa 0 
of 6; Philadelphia 0 of 7. 

Goalies—Ottawa, Elliott 7-6-3 (23 
shots-23 saves). Philadelphia, Boucher 
3-6-0 (24-23). 

A—19,706 (19,537). T—2:19. 


Bruins 5, Maple Leafs 2 


Toronto 00 2—2 
Boston 1 2 2-5 

First Period—1, Boston, Stuart 2 (Boy- 
chuk, Paille), 8:01. 

Second Period—2, Boston, Morris 3 
(Chara, Ryder), :35 (pp). 3, Boston, Krejci 
4, 11:10. 

Third Period—4, Toronto, Grabovski 7 
(Blake, Hagman), :18. 5, Toronto, Kulemin 
6 (Komisarek, Kaberle), 4:09. 6, Boston, 
Recchi 6 (Wheeler, Krejci), 17:23 (pp). 7, 
Boston, Recchi 7 (Bergeron, Sturm), 19:48 
(en). 

Shots on Goal—Toronto 9-11-14—34. 
Boston 9-12-13—34. 

Power-play opportunities—Toronto 0 
of 2; Boston 2 of 4. 

Goalies—Toronto, Toskala 3-5-2 (33 
shots-29 saves). Boston, Rask 9-2-2 (34- 
32). 

A—17,565 (17,565). T—2:18. 


Penguins 3, Canadiens 2 


Pittsburgh 11 1-3 
Montreal 0 2 0-2 

First Period—1, Pittsburgh, Gonchar 4 
(Guerin, Dupuis), 6:38. 

Second Period—2, Montreal, D’Agostini 
2 (Metropolit), 10:48. 3, Montreal, Ham- 
rlik 5 (Cammalleri, Bergeron), 13:38 (pp). 
4, Pittsburgh, Cooke 6 (Gonchar, Staal), 
17:45. 

Third Period—5, Pittsburgh, Dupuis 8 
(Orpik, McKee), 13:21. 

Shots on Goal—Pittsburgh 11-15-15— 
41. Montreal 7-8-6—21. 

Power-play opportunities—Pittsburgh 
0 of 5; Montreal 1 of 2. 

Goalies—Pittsburgh, Fleury 18-8-1 (21 
shots-19 saves). Montreal, Price 9-11-2 
(41-38). 

A—21,273 (21,273). T—2:25. 


Calendar 


Jan. 1 — Winter Classic: Philadelphia 

Flyers vs. Boston Bruins at Fenway Park. 
Feb. 15-Feb. 28 — Olympic break. 
April 11 — Regular season ends. 


AT CHECKOUT 
TEXPTRE? 17 20 2000) 


“Oo C_aéceras 


Predators 4, 
Blue Jackets 3 (SO) 


Columbus 021 0-3 
Nashville 120 0—4 
Nashville won shootout 3-2 

First Period—1, Nashville, Scatchard 2 
(Klein, Tootoo), 11:03. 

Second Period—2, Columbus, Russell 
3 (Nash, Huselius), 2:58. 3, Nashville, Erat 
10 (Suter), 4:44. 4, Columbus, Torres 10 
(Russell, Tyutin), 11:20 (pp). 5, Nashville, 
Arnott 11 (Weber, Suter), 19:32. 

Third Period—6, Columbus, Nash 16 
(Huselius), 4:18. 

Shootout—Columbus 2 (Huselius G, 
Nash NG, Voracek NG, Tyutin G, Vermette 
NG), Nashville 3 (Goc G, Erat NG, Leg- 
wand NG, Arnott G, Sullivan G). 

Shots on Goal—Columbus 13-9-8-1— 
31. Nashville 16-10-9-4—39. 

Power-play opportunities—Columbus 
1 of 2; Nashville 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Columbus, Garon 4-3-1 (39 
shots-36 saves). Nashville, Rinne 13-6-1 
(31-28). 

A—14,601 (17,113). T—2:34. 


Canucks 4, Thrashers 2 


Atlanta 1 1 0-2 
Vancouver 2 2 0-4 
First Period—1, Vancouver, D.Sedin 


4 (Burrows, O’Brien), 3:09. 2, Atlanta, 
Antropov 3 (Peverley, Kovalchuk), 8:37 
(pp). 3, Vancouver, D.Sedin 5 (H.Sedin, 
Bernier), 18:38. 

Second Period—4, Vancouver, D.Sedin 
6 (Burrows, H.Sedin), 1:39. 5, Vancouver, 
Raymond 10 (Samuelsson, Bieksa), 4:51. 
6, Atlanta, Armstrong 5 (Bogosian, Pe- 
verley), 14:25. 

Shots on Goal—Atlanta 11-6-7—24. 
Vancouver 7-15-16—38. 

Power-play opportunities—Atlanta 1 
of 4; Vancouver 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Atlanta, Pavelec 8-8-3 (38 
shots-34 saves). Vancouver, Luongo 13- 
10-0 (24-22). 

A—18,810 (18,630). T—2:24. 


Kings 3, Coyotes 2 (SO) 
Phoenix 101 0-2 
Los Angeles 200 0-3 

Los Angeles won shootout 4-3 

First Period—1, Los Angeles, Moller 
1 (Simmonds, Johnson), 4:11. 2, Los An- 
geles, Johnson 3 (Brown, Stoll), 13:37. 3, 
Phoenix, Upshall 9 (Lombardi, Mueller), 
16:55. 

Third Period—4, Phoenix, Vrbata 8 
(Hanzal, Michalek), 3:12 (pp). 

Shootout—Phoenix 3 (Vrbata NG, 
Mueller G, Doan NG, Korpikoski NG, Pru- 
cha G, Lombardi NG, Lang G, Upshall NG), 
Los Angeles 4 (Kopitar NG, Johnson G, 
Brown NG, Simmonds NG, Handzus G, 
Parse NG, Doughty G, Williams G). 

Shots on Goal—Phoenix 11-9-7-4—31. 
Los Angeles 9-7-10-2—28. 

Power-play opportunities—Phoenix 1 
of 2; Los Angeles 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Phoenix, Bryzgalov 17-8-2 
(28 shots-26 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 
18-9-3 (31-29). 

A—15,259 (18,118). T—2:34. 





Sunday, December 13, 2009 


Sports briefs 








Johnson pardon 
O'd by Justice 


Agency says posthumous pardon 
requests generally not processed 


The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
Justice Department is refusing 
to back a posthumous pardon for 
Jack Johnson, the black heavy- 
weight boxing champion who was 
imprisoned nearly a century ago 
because of his romantic ties with 
a white woman. 

In a letter obtained on Thurs- 
day by The Associated Press, the 
department’s pardon attorney, 
Ronald L. Rodgers, told Congress- 
man Peter King that the Justice 
Department’s general policy is 
not to process posthumous pardon 
requests. In cases like Johnson’s, 
given the time that has passed 
and the historical record that 
would need to be scoured, the de- 
partment’s resources for pardon 
requests are best used on behalf 
of people “who can truly benefit” 
from them, Rodgers wrote. 

The letter was in response to 
one that King and Senator John 
McCain sent to President Barack 
Obama in October urging a par- 
don. In that letter, the two law- 
makers noted that both houses 
of Congress passed a resolution 
calling for a presidential pardon 
and said they hoped the presi- 
dent would be eager to “right this 
wrong and erase an act of racism 
that sent an American citizen to 
prison.” 

Rodgers wrote that notwith- 
standing the department policy, 
Obama still has the authority 
to pardon whomever he wishes, 





“suided when he sees fit by the 
advice of the pardon attorney.” 
Said King: “What they’re doing 
here is bucking it back to Presi- 
dent Obama. So I would respect- 
fully urge him to grant the pardon. 
This is the president’s call.” 
Johnson, who became the first 
black heavyweight champion on 
Dec. 26, 1908, was convicted 5 
years later of violating the Mann 
Act, which made it illegal to trans- 
port women across state lines for 
immoral purposes. The sentenc- 
ing judge acknowledged a desire 
to “send a message” to black men 
about relationships with white 
women. After Johnson’s convic- 
tion, he fled the country, but 
agreed years later to return and 
serve a 10-month jail sentence. 


Chargers: Public money 
likely needed for stadium 


SAN DIEGO — The San Diego 
Chargers said Thursday that pub- 
lic money will probably be needed 
to build a new stadium on a down- 
town site just east of the Padres’ 
baseball stadium. 

The team has said since 2002 
that it wants to finance stadium 
construction privately. But Char- 
gers attorney Mark Fabiani said 
Thursday that because the down- 
town site is just over 10 acres, it 
would accommodate just the sta- 
dium and no related development 
to help pay for the stadium. 

That would require other 
sources of funding, in addition to 
$200 million from the Chargers 


IvAN SEKRETAREV/AP 


Former NHL star Slava Fetisov jumps the boards to take a shift dur- 
ing Friday’s game between CSKA Moscow and SKA St. Petersburg. 
Fetisov, 51, hadn’t played in 11 years since winning two straight 
Stanley Cups with the Detroit Red Wings. Fetisov is president of the 
CSKA club and also a member of the Russian parliament. 
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and a hoped-for $100 million loan 
from the NFL, Fabiani said. 

In other NFL news: 

m@ Dallas Cowboys tight end 
Martellus Bennett missed a sec- 
ond straight practice Thursday 
because of concussion-related 


symptoms. 

m Atlanta Falcons defensive 
tackle Jonathan Babineaux was 
charged with marijuana posses- 
sion late Thursday after police 
pulled over his car. 


Raich wins combination 


VAL D’ISERE, France — Ben- 
jamin Raich of Austria won a 
World Cup super combined race 
Friday, leading an Austrian 1-2 
ahead of Marcel Hirscher for his 
35th career victory. The former 
overall champion was timed in 
2 minutes, 7.71 seconds for the 
super-G and slalom runs, 0.89 
seconds better than Hirscher. 

Manfred Moelgg of Italy and 
Romed Baumann of Austria 
shared third place, 1.55 seconds 
behind, with American Bode 
Miller another 0.14 in arrears. 

In other winter sports news: 

™@ At Hochfilzen, Austria, Ole 
Einar Bjorndalen won a biathlon 
World Cup 10-kilometer sprint on 
Friday, his 91st career victory. 

m@ At Winterberg, Germany, 
Martins Dukurs of Latvia won a 
skeleton World Cup race on Fri- 
day, and Kerstin Szymkowiak of 
Germany picked up her first vic- 
tory in the women’s race. 


Mets chase Bay, Molina 


NEW YORK — Looking to fill 
two big holes and add much-need- 
ed power to their lineup, the New 
York Mets made contract offers 
Thursday to free agents Jason 
Bay and catcher Bengie Molina. 

The Mets confirmed offers to 
both players, without supplying 
details. The team’s bid for Bay 
was believed to between $60 mil- 
lion and $65 million over four 
years. Bay is said to have turned 
down an identical offer from the 
Boston Red Sox. 

In other baseball news: 

@ The City of Oakland unveiled 
three waterfront sites Thursday 
as potential spots to build a new 
ballpark for the Oakland Athlet- 
ics and ultimately keep the team 
from leaving town. 

m Texas Rangers president 
Nolan Ryan said Friday that the 
outcome of the team’s sale will 
likely determine whether he stays 
with the team. Ryan has part- 
nered with the Pittsburgh attor- 
ney Chuck Greenberg in a bid to 
buy the team. The Hall of Fame 
pitcher said he’d likely leave rath- 
er than take a lesser position if 
another group bought the team. 

™ Reliever J.J. Putz agreed toa 
one-year, $3 million contract with 
the Chicago White Sox on Friday. 

m™ The Tampa Bay Rays ac- 
quired right-handed pitcher Ra- 
fael Soriano from Atlanta and 
signed him to a $7.25 million, one- 
year contract. 
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Austria’s Benjamin 
Raich balances on 
his left hand as he 
clears a gate during 
Friday’s slalom 
portion of a World 
Cup combination 
event at Val d’lsere, 
France. Raich won the 
event, which is 
determined by the 
combined times 

for a super giant 
slalom and a slalom. 


ALESSANDRO TRovatTi/AP 


Griffin leads Aussie PGA 


COOLUM, Australia — Mat- 
thew Griffin shot a second-round 
3-under 68 Friday and held off 
two more famous compatriots 
midway through the Australian 
PGA. Griffin, at 7-under 135, was 
a shot ahead of Geoff Ogilvy (66), 
Stuart Appleby (69). 

In other golf news: 

@ In-Kyung Kim shota5-under 
67 Friday to take a three-stroke 
lead after three rounds of the 
Dubai Ladies Masters. Michelle 
Wie (71) was six shots back. 


Court backs NASCAR in suit 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. — The U.S. 
6th Circuit Court of Appeals on 
Friday rejected claims by Ken- 
tucky Speedway that NASCAR 
and International Speedway 
Corp. violated federal antitrust 
laws by keeping it off the premier 
racing circuit. 

The panel said the Sparta, Ky., 
track failed to prove NASCAR 
and ISC worked together with 
other tracks to keep the Kentucky 
track from getting a Sprint Cup 
race. 

In other auto racing news: 

=™ The World Motor Sport 
Council approved a new points 
system for the expanded 13-team 
Formula One series next season. 

Race winners will earn 25 
points and the top 10 finishers will 
receive points. Currently, win- 
ners received 10 points and only 
the top eight received points. 


Fetisov, 51, returns to the ice in Russia 


By Lynn BERRY 
The Associated Press 


MOSCOW — There was no 
“Miracle on Ice” for Slava Feti- 
sov. Instead, it was another loss 
for CSKA Moscow. 

The Russian club called on 
its team president and former 
hockey star to skate Friday after 
a player was injured. 

Fetisov, 51, who hadn’t played 
competitively in 11 years, said 
after his return Friday night that 
a 3-2 loss to first-place SKA St. 
Petersburg was “very intense.” 

Several Russian cabinet mem- 
bers and other top officials were 
among the crowd of more than 
5,000 at the game. In addition 
to his role as president of CSKA 
Moscow, Fetisov is also a member 
of the Russian parliament. 

The Hall of Fame defenseman, 
considered one of the game’s best 
in his prime, ended his profes- 
sional career at age 40 after win- 
ning a second straight Stanley 


Cup with the Detroit Red Wings 
in 1998. 

CSKA coach Sergei Nemchi- 
nov said he called on Fetisov 
after defender Denis Kulyash 
was injured. 

The coach said he was count- 
ing on the veteran to energize the 
young team, but many saw it as a 
publicity stunt aimed at attract- 
ing attention to the sport. 

Russia has been trying to regain 
the powerhouse status it enjoyed 
in hockey before the collapse of 
the Soviet Union and before many 
of the country’s best players fol- 
lowed Fetisov in defecting to the 
NHL. 

“For CSKA it’s a super move,” 
team captain Konstantin Kor- 
neyev was quoted as telling the 
newspaper Sovetsky Sport. “I 
can’t even imagine how much the 
interest in our team will grow. The 
fans will go out of their minds.” 

Fetisov’s return led the news 
on Russia’s state television chan- 
nels throughout the day. 


Darius Kasparaitis, another 
NHL veteran defender who now 
plays for SKA St. Petersburg, told 
the newspaper that Fetisov’s re- 
turn would produce a wonderful 
“show on ice.” 

But he said SKA, which leads 
the league’s western division, 
would play just as aggressively 
against Fetisov. “Our team is 
full of angry guys,” Kasparaitis 
was quoted as saying. “We won’t 
spare our rival on the ice no mat- 
ter who he is.” 

After a practice session Friday 
morning, Fetisov said he was not 
sure how his body would hold up. 

“T skate fairly often, but this is 
a different game,” he said. “It’s 
not a show, it’s a real game, so 
naturally I have worries.” 

He’s the first Russian to play 
at such an advanced age. Gordie 
Howe played the entire season 
for the Hartford Whalers at age 
51, scoring 15 goals and adding 
26 assists. 
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Kadena’s 


By DAVE ORNAUER 
Stars and Stripes 


lissa Mason’s_ second 

straight singles and dou- 

bles titles marked the 

pinnacle of a stellar four- 
year run for Kadena tennis. Mi- 
chael Spencer’s performance at 
fullback and linebacker marked 
Zama American football’s zenith 
and the biggest turnaround in 
school history. 

Mason and Spencer share Stars 
and Stripes Athlete of the Quarter 
honors for the Pacific high school 
fall sports season. 

Mason teamed with her twin 
brother, Elliot, and three-time 
singles champion Kyle Sprow to 
close the most successful stretch 
for any DODDS-Pacific tennis 
program. The three combined for 
five Far East singles and three 
doubles titles, and Kadena won or 
shared two team titles. 

“They’ve been outstanding citi- 
zens. They have been great team- 
mates. They have been a great 
help to our younger players,” said 
coach Robert Bliss, whose Kade- 
na team outscored Seoul Ameri- 
can 56-50 for the title. 

Mason went unbeaten in Oki- 
nawa Activities Council regular- 
season play for the third straight 
year, and completed her run to a 
second straight Far East singles 
gold medal by outlasting 2007 
champion Kennedy Allen of Seoul 
American 6-4, 4-6, 6-4 in a nearly 
two-hour match on Nov. 12. 

“Elissa is without a doubt the 
epitome of the best that a student- 
athlete can be,” said Kadena girls 
volleyball coach Greg Rosen- 
berger of Mason, who carries a 
4.14 weighted grade-point aver- 
age and is a National Honor Soci- 
ety member. 

Spencer set DODDS-Pacific 
Far East game rushing records 
for carries (45), yards (312) and 
touchdowns (4) in Zama’s 46-38 
come-from-behind Class A title 
game victory at Daegu American 
on Nov. 7. 

Spencer didn’t come off the 
field, playing offense, defense 
and special teams, except when 
he missed a game with a knee in- 
jury in September. 

He finished with a school-re- 
cord 1,154 yards and 12 TDs on 
172 carries as Zama went from 0- 
7 in 2008 to 7-2 in 2009 and won 
Class A and DODDS-Japan titles 
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Dave Ornauer/Stars and Stripes 


Kadena senior Elissa Mason won a second straight Far East singles and doubles title this season. 





AnastasiA Ropcers/Special to Stars and Stripes 


Zama American junior running back Michael Spencer rushed for a 
school-record 1,154 yards and 12 TDs for the Class A champion. 


— the first such championships 
in Zama history and the first Far 
East boys team title of any kind 
since 1979. 

“When watching film, I have 
heard our players say he ‘tele- 
ports’ himself to be in on the 
play,” coach Steven Merrell said. 
He calls Spencer the “epitome” of 
unselfishness, pointing to when 
he practiced with the offensive 
line in case he was needed due to 
depth issues. 

“If anybody has a ‘right’ to 


January 
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FOR RESERVATIONS: room_rsv@thenewsanno.com 
or (DSN)229-7121 (CML)3440-7871 ext.7121 


boast about his accomplishments, 
it’s Michael — yet, he doesn’t,” 
Merrell said. “He is a very hum- 
ble player; he just lets his actions 
on the field do the talking.” 
Spencer nosed out a tight field 
of four finalists, including Seoul 
American senior cross-country 
champion Thomas Kim, Chris- 
tian Academy In Japan senior 
tennis titan Miles Peterson and 
Kadena junior running back 
Shariff Coleman. Mason edged 
out Daegu American junior vol- 


leyball star Kristina Bergman 
and CAJ volleyball senior spiker 
Erika Mine. 

Coach/Team of the Quarter: 
For the first time, Stripes honors 
an assistant coach, Mike Schroer 
of Seoul American’s two-time Far 
East championship cross-country 
team. Though Steve Boyd was the 
head coach, Schroer did most 
of the hands-on coaching, Boyd 
said, helping Kim to the boys in- 
dividual gold and freshman Siar- 
ria Ingram to the girls individual 
title. 

Program of the Quarter: Be- 
sides tennis, Kadena football 
went 8-0 and outscored opponents 
349-25, boosted by the junior run- 
ning-back tandem of Coleman (18 
touchdowns, 105 carries, Oki- 
nawa league-record 1,049 yards) 
and Thomas McDonald (590 
yards, 14 TDs, 56 carries). Kade- 
na’s cheerleaders also ended Nile 
C. Kinnick’s three-year Class AA 
team title run. 

Most Improved Team: Zama 
football (See above). 

Most Improved Program: 
Guam High football finished sec- 
ond in the regular season, girls 
volleyball reached the island 
playoff finals and the girls cross- 
country team won the island 
championship for the first time in 
school history. 


SEE QUARTER ON PAGE 43 
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Sunday, December 13, 2009 


The nominees 


x-Sam Krauth, senior, cross country, 
American School In Japan 

x-Kelsey Leon, junior, tennis, Ameri- 
can School In Japan 

x-Miles Peterson, senior, 
Christian Academy In Japan 

x-Erika Mine, senior, girls volleyball, 
Christian Academy In Japan 

x-Kristina Bergman, junior, girls vol- 
leyball, Daegu American 

x-Madeline Strandemo, freshman, 
cross country, Hong Kong International 


tennis, 


x-Kyle Sprow, senior, — tennis, 
Kadena 
x-Elissa Mason, senior, tennis, 
Kadena 


x-Thomas Kim, senior, cross coun- 
try, Seoul American 

x-Siarria Ingram, freshman, cross 
country, Seoul American 

Alex Busam, senior, football, Ameri- 
can School In Japan 

Michael Mentzer, junior, 
Christian Academy In Japan 

Antoine Feagin, senior, 
Daegu American 

Susan Smith, junior, cross country, 
Guam High 

Shariff Coleman, junior, 
Kadena 

Stanley Schrock, senior, football, 
Kadena 

Thomas McDonald, junior, football, 
Kadena 


tennis, 


football, 


football, 


Tyler Broome, senior, football, 
Kadena 
Aaron Ahner, junior, — football, 
Kadena 


Gabby Falco, senior, girls volleyball, 
Kubasaki 

Mary Niemeyer, senior, girls volley- 
ball, Nile C. Kinnick 

Josh Hanks, junior, cross country, 
Osan American 

Jessica Bergman, senior, girls volley- 
ball, Robert D. Edgren 

Demetrius Johnson, senior, football, 
Seoul American 

Han Yoo, sophomore, football, Seoul 
American 

Liz Gleaves, junior, girls volleyball, 
Seoul American 

Destinee Harrison, junior, girls vol- 
leyball, Seoul American 

Clayton Baker, senior, boys volley- 
ball, Seoul Foreign 

Justine Makki, senior, girls volley- 
ball, Seoul Foreign 

Michael Spencer, junior, football, 
Zama American 

x-accorded automatic nominee sta- 
tus for earning MVP honors in a team 
or gold-medal honors in an individual 
discipline ina DODEA Pacific Far East, 
Asia-Pacific Activites Conference or 
Asia-Pacific Invitational tournament. 


December 25, Friday 


Serving from 11:00 - 19:00 tw 


Adults: $24.95 
Children: $12.95(4-12) 


~ 


EVENTS FOR RESERVATIONS: 
events@thenewsanno.com or 229-7151, 03-3440-7871 ext.7151 
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Quarter: ASI.J football has its best season ever 


High school 


South Korea 


Boys basketball 
Friday’s summary 
Daegu American 58, Osan American 56 
At Osan Air Base 
Daegu 12 9 16 21—58 
Osan 12 13 22 9—56 
Scoring—Daegu, Antoine Feagin 22, 
David Martinez 17, Khiry Loyd 10; Osan, 
Josh Hanks 19, Jeff Tinsley 14, Mark 
Tortillas 12. Rebounding—Daegu, Chris 
Swain 9, Khiry Loyd 8; Osan, Jeff Tinsley 
10, Josh Hanks 7. Steals—Daegu, Khiry 
Loyd 5. Noteworthy—Feagin hit the go- 
ahead three-point goal with 21 seconds 
left, then Martinez sank a foul shot in the 
closing seconds to ice it. 
Seoul Foreign 59, 
Yongsan International-Seoul 35 


At Seoul 
YIS-S 10 4 9 12—35 
SFS 11 19 16 12—59 


Scoring—SFS, Gal Tesler 14, Andrew 
Park 10, T.K. Kastritis 10. Rebound- 
ing—SFS, Clayton Baker 16, T.K. Kastritis 
8, Cooper Daniel 7. Noteworthy—Host 
Crusaders recorded 53 rebounds and 20 
steals as a team. 

Girls basketball 
Friday’s summaries 
Daegu American 45, Osan American 31 
At Osan Air Base 
Daegu 10 11 #17 #£4.7—45 
Osan 6 9 3 13=—31 

Scoring—Daegu, Kristina Bergman 
13; Osan, Arielle Andrews 10. Rebound- 
ing—Daegu, Kristina Bergman 13; Osan, 
Courtney Van Deventer 6. Steals—Daegu, 
Leanne Quizon 9. 

Yongsan International-Seoul 38, 
Seoul Foreign 32 


At Seoul 
SFS 10 6 8 8—32 
YIS-S 2 17 IW 2-38 
Scoring—YIS-Seoul, You Jin Her 10. 
Japan 
Boys basketball 


Friday’s summaries 
Christian Academy In Japan 59, 
Nile C. Kinnick 58 
At Yokosuka Naval Base 
CAJ 14 17 #18 10—59 
Kinnick 14619 14 9—58 
Scoring—CAJ, Miles Peterson 15, Jus- 
tin Barber 10, Koji Matsumoto 10; Kin- 
nick, Devin Lewis 19, Steve Horton 11. 
Rebounding—CAJ, Miles Peterson 14; 
Kinnick, Josh Adair 10. 
American School In Japan 45, 
Zama American 37 
At Camp Zama 


ASIJ 12 6 8 19—45 
Zama 7 5 9 16—37 
Scoring—ASlJ, Roos 11; Zama, D.J. 


Ward 11, Tevin Johnson 10. 
Yokota 46, St. Mary’s International 35 


At Tokyo 
Yokota 11 10 11 14-46 
St. Mary’s 146611 5 3=—35 


Scoring—Yokota, Antony Phillips 14, 
DeEric Harvin 10; St. Mary’s, Yuta Ko- 
bayashi 18. 

Matthew C. Perry 78, 
Osaka International 74 


At Osaka 
Perry 18 17 20 23—78 
OIs 25 17 #18 14—74 


Scoring—Perry, Cole Miller 20, John 


Ayers 18. 
Girls basketball 
Friday’s summary 
American School In Japan 35, 
Zama American 24 


At Tokyo 
Zama 2 5 9 8—24 
ASI 11 10 6 8=—35 


Scoring— Zama, Rogers 11; ASIJ, Bes- 
sie Noll 8. Rebounding—ASIJ, Heiburg 8, 
Dandoy 6. 


Okinawa 


Boys basketball 
Friday’s summary 
Kadena 97, Ryuseki (Japanese club) 76 
At Kadena Air Base 
Ryuseki 14 12 24 26-76 
Kadena 30 27 22 18-97 
Scoring—Kadena, Taiyo Robertson 23 
(9 second quarter), Jason Sumpter 16 (8 
first quarter), L.J. Hubbard 15 (3 three- 
point goals), Kevin Paranal 12. 
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Volleyball Players of the Quar- 
ter: Bergman earned MVP hon- 
ors in pacing Daegu American to 
its second Far East Class A tour- 
nament title in four years, and a 
school-best second place in the 
Korean-American Interscholas- 
tic Activities Conference regular 
season and tournament. Mine 
paced CAJ’s surprise dash to vic- 
tory in the Class AA tournament 
on Guam, after placing seventh in 
divisional play — the lowest seed 
ever to win the title. 

Tennis Players of the Quarter: 


Besides Sprow and Elissa Mason, 
Peterson and ASIJ’s Kelsey Leon 
each won Asia-Pacific Invita- 
tional tournament gold medals. 
Peterson in three years at CAJ 
didn’t drop a set; the only blemish 
on his record was defaulting in 
the Kanto Plain finals in October 
due to an injury. 

Cross Country Runners of 
the Quarter: Besides Kim and 
Ingram, ASIJ’s Sam Krauth will 
graduate holding every signifi- 
cant school cross country and 
track and field mark. Hong Kong 
International freshman Madeline 


Strandemo won the Asia-Pa- 
cific Invitational gold along with 
Krauth on Guam in October. 

Football Players of the Quar- 
ter: Besides Spencer and Cole- 
man, brothers Hayden (46-for-91, 
1,048 yards, 14 TDs) and Thomas 
Jardine (473 yards, 25 catches, 6 
TDs) and Alex Busam (1,021 all- 
purpose yards, 16 TDs) powered 
ASIJ football to its finest season 
ever. The Mustangs were 7-0 
on the field, winning their first 
Kanto title since 1983. The only 
two losses on their record were 
forfeits due to swine flu. 
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Noteworthy firsts: Nile C. Kin- 
nick volleyball went 27-0 in the 
Japan season, best in school his- 
tory, along with the first Kanto 
Plain league title in school history. 
Seoul American became the first 
DODDS-Pacific team to earn the 
No. 1 Class AA tournament playoff 
seed in 21 years. And Yokota fresh- 
man Erika Youngdahl became the 
first DODDS-Japan player to win 
a Kanto Plain tennis tournament 
singles title. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL: WHO WILL WIN THE HEISMAN? 





Toby Gerhart 
Senior TB 
Stanford 


Cardinal’s big back finishes with big surge 


The 6-foot-1, 235-pound Gerhart, who was barely on the na- 
tional radar when the season began, rushed for more yards (1,736) 
and more touchdowns (26) than any other player in the country, 
leading No. 19 Stanford (8-4) to a second-place finish in the Pac-10 
and its first bowl bid in eight years. 

Gerhart scored touchdowns in all but one game, topped 100 
yards 10 times and 200 yards three times, and averaged at least 
4.4 yards per carry in every game this season. But it was his perfor- 
mance in November that made him a legitimate contender. 

He rushed for 223 yards and three TDs in a 51-42 victory over 
No. 7 Oregon. He followed that with 178 yards and three TDs in a 
55-21 victory over No. 11 USC, 136 yards and four TDs in a 34-28 
loss to California, and 205 yards, three TDs rushing and a TD pass 
in a 45-38 victory over Notre Dame. 

— Josh Dubow, The Associated Press 
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The votes are in. 


Colt McCoy 
Senior QB 
Texas 


Longhorns’ two-time finalist just wins, baby 


Simply put, McCoy has won like no other quarterback in the his- 
tory of college football. 

His NCAA-best 45th career victory won the Big 12 title, and he 
has No. 2 Texas playing for the national championship. 

McCoy, who has thrown for 3,512 yards and 27 TDs this season, 
set Texas passing records by the dozen, and for the second year in a 
row, he’s a top contender for the Heisman. If he wins, he would join 
running backs Earl Campbell (1977) and Ricky Williams (1998) as 
Texas’ only Heisman winners. 

McCoy won 10 games as a freshman and 10 as a sophomore. 
Texas went 12-1 in 2008, when McCoy was Heisman runner-up to 
rival Sam Bradford of Oklahoma. He kept winning this season, and 
the Longhorns (13-0) march on to Pasadena, Calif., to play No. 1 
Alabama for the national championship. 

— Jim Vertuno, The Associated Press 









There are five finalists invited to 
the presentation for the first time 
since 2004, and they all have 
a legitimate claim to the title of 
best player in college football. 
There is a bruising runner who 
led the nation in rushing TDs, 
another powerful back who 
stepped up his performance on 
the national stage, a wrecking 
ball of a defensive lineman, the 
winningest starting quarterback 
in NCAA history, and a signal- 
caller who has won a Heisman 
and two national championships. 
Only one will hoist the trophy. 








ji 
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Ndamukong Suh 
Senior DL 
Nebraska 






Defender is a game-changing contender 


Suh turned the last big game of the regular season into his Heis- 
man Trophy statement. 

Nebraska’s powerhouse defensive lineman was a game-wrecker 
in a 13-12 loss to No. 2 Texas in the Big 12 championship game. 
He matched his career high with 12 tackles, had 4'/2 sacks and 
two quarterback hurries. Facing a barrage of double-team blocks, 
he made nine tackles for zero or negative yards. 

Suh, a potential No. 1 pick in the NFL Draft, led the Huskers in 
tackles two years in a row. He has 12 sacks this season. 

Suh is widely regarded as the biggest defensive game-changer 
up front since Pittsburgh defensive end Hugh Green, the Heisman 
runner-up to South Carolina’s George Rogers in 1980. Michigan cor- 
nerback Charles Woodson remains the only defensive player to win 
the award, in 1997. 

— Eric Olson, The Associated Press 






Mark Ingram 
Sophomore TB 
Alabama 


Tailback hopes to become Tide’s first winner 


A year ago, Ingram was a backup showing considerable power 
and potential, and a knack for reaching the end zone. 

Now, he’s reaching for something more substantial: becoming the 
first player in Alabama’s storied history to win the Heisman. 

The 5-foot-10, 212-pounder has run for a school-record 1,542 
yards and 15 touchdowns, and he’s caught 30 passes for 322 yards 
and three TDs. A whopping 1,002 yards have come after contact. 

Ingram was selected SEC offensive player of the year by The As- 
sociated Press. 

His candidacy suffered when he was held to 30 yards in the regu- 
lar-season finale against Auburn, but Ingram rebounded with a huge 
outing against Florida in the SEC title game. He ran for 113 yards 
and three TDs and took a screen pass 69 yards to carry the No. 1 
Crimson Tide into the BCS national title game against No. 2 Texas. 

— John Zenor, The Associated Press 


ASES 


Now it's time 
to hand out the hardware. 








| Tim Tebow 
Senior QB 
Florida 


SEC loss hurt chances of taking trophy No. 2 





The bulky left-hander has won a slew of awards, including the 
2007 Heisman and two national titles. But they compare little to 
the smiles Tebow puts on the faces of sick children, the faith-based 
messages he delivers to prisoners and the reactions he gets from 
fans seeking autographs, photos or handshakes. 

“Those will probably be even more special to me than some of 
the games and some of the wins and the championships and what 
not,” Tebow said. “Because you know what? At the end of the day, 
it’S more special to be able to use football as a platform to make 
someone's day.” 

Tebow (2,413 yards passing, 18 TDs; 859 yards rushing, 13 
TDs) is attending the presentation for the third straight year, but 
his chances of joining Archie Griffin as a two-time winner took a hit 
when the Gators (12-1) lost to Alabama in the SEC title game. 

— Mark Long, The Associated Press 


Watch the presentation live: 10 a.m. Sunday, Japan & Korea Standard Time, AFN-Atlantic 


Sunday, December 13, 2009 


Cincy’s Kelly 
set to start 
dream job at 
Notre Dame 


By Tom CoyNE 
The Associated Press 


SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Brian 
Kelly has his dream job. Now 
he has to figure out how to turn 
Notre Dame back into a national 
championship contender. 

The former Cincinnati coach 
was introduced Friday as the new 
coach of the Fighting Irish, a sto- 
ried program that hasn’t won a 
title in 21 years. With his family 
watching nearby, Kelly said he 
knows there are challenges and 
he’s ready for them. 

“When I refer to the challenge, 
it’s strictly getting to that high bar 
that’s been set at Notre Dame,” 
said Kelly, who signed a five-year 
deal. “We’ve got challenges, but 
we'll go to work on those right 
away.” 

Asked how long that would take, 
Kelly demurred. “We don’t get a 
five-year plan. This is a five-min- 
ute plan,” he said. “We expect our 
football players to play at a high 
level immediately. Timetables, 
we don’t want to get into those 
— those are a setup.” 

Athletic director Jack 
Swarbrick said Kelly was the 
first candidate he spoke to and 
the only one offered the job. Kelly 
wisecracked that he didn’t “doo- 
dle the ND diagram” at his other 
jobs, but hoped he could one day 
run the Irish and called the job 
the culmination of 19 years of 
coaching. 

Kelly met with his players for 
25 minutes Friday. He said he 
didn’t have firm impressions of 
the team built by Charlie Weis, 
save for watching film of a game 
early in the season. 

“It’s not just about getting big- 
ger, stronger, faster,” he said. “It’s 
getting your players to trust, to be 
accountable on a daily basis, it’s 
about developing them as young 
men. ... To get people to do things 
that they would not normally do 
on their own.” 

Kelly, 47, takes over Monday, 
starting the job he has always 
wanted.K 

elly built Cincinnati into a Big 
East powerhouse, and his depar- 
ture comes as the undefeated 
Bearcats are preparing to play 
Florida in the Sugar Bowl. 

Some players, notably receiver 
Mardy Gilyard, said they thought 
Kelly had abandoned them for a 
bigger paycheck. 
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Army, Navy 


By CAMILLE POWELL 
The Washington Post 


Whenever he gets the chance, 
Army coach Rich Ellerson watch- 
es the football teams from Navy 
and Georgia Tech on television. 
He does so partly because of his 
long-standing friendships with 
those teams’ coaches, Ken Niu- 
matalolo and Paul Johnson. But 
Ellerson also is curious; his team, 
like Niumatalolo’s and Johnson’s, 
employs the triple-option offense. 

“We try to see what kind of an- 
swers people are coming up with 
(to defend it) along the way,” said 
Ellerson, who’s in his first sea- 
son as Army’s head coach. “We 
all have a little different spin on 
it; we all have different assets to 
play with. There is no doubt that 
if this is a family tree, the patri- 
arch is Paul Johnson.” 

Those relationships and shared 
familiarity with the distinctive 
offense could add an extra layer 
of intrigue to the Army-Navy 
game on Saturday afternoon, 
which will be played at Philadel- 
phia’s Lincoln Financial Field. 
The Black Knights (5-6) have had 
three weeks to practice, while the 
Midshipmen (8-4) have had two. 

“It’s funny, the triple-option 
community is kind of a close-knit 
one. Everyone knows each other,” 
said senior linebacker Ross 
Pospisil, Navy’s defensive team 
captain. “I think because of that, 
it’s going to be fierce. It’s going 
to be one of those chess matches 
where each opponent has played 
the other many times before.” 

The three coaches first crossed 
paths more than 20 years ago at 
the University of Hawaii: Eller- 
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Craic Ruttite/AP 


Army and Navy, which square 

off Saturday, both run the triple 
option offense. Army freshman 
QB Trent Steelman has been 
effective in the system, rushing 
for a team-high 690 yards. Army 
is 14th in the nation with 212.1 
yards rushing per game. Navy is 
No. 3 at 279.7. 


son was the defensive coordina- 
tor, Johnson was the offensive 
coordinator and Niumatalolo was 
a backup quarterback. Ellerson 
recruited Niumatalolo to Hawaii, 
and Johnson got Niumatalolo into 
coaching after he graduated in 
1989. For two seasons, all three 
were on Hawaii’s coaching staff 
together (Niumatalolo was a 
graduate assistant). 

Niumatalolo eventually fol- 
lowed Johnson to Navy, and took 
over for his mentor when Johnson 
left for Georgia Tech in December 


Log on Saturday for live sights and 
sounds from the Army-Navy game. 


stripes.com h 


2007. Ellerson spent eight years 
as an assistant at the University 
of Arizona, where he helped de- 
velop the famed “Desert Swarm” 
defense, and later was head coach 
at Division I-AA Cal Poly. But 
Ellerson said earlier this week 
that Johnson “has got the great- 
est influence in terms of what we 
are doing and how we approach 
the problem right now.” 

“The core of what they do is 
the same. They branch off a little 
bit,’ Niumatalolo said of Army. 
“Coach Ellerson started from 
Coach Johnson’s package, but he 
has other stuff in there. We’re 
probably more similar to what 
Coach Johnson does.” 

The Black Knights have made 
progress in their first season 
in Ellerson’s system. Army is 
averaging 212.1 rushing yards 
per game, which is 14th in the 
country, and both Niumatalolo 
and Navy defensive coordinator 
Buddy Green praised the play of 
Trent Steelman, Army’s fresh- 
man quarterback. Steelman has 
rushed for a team-high 690 yards 
and five touchdowns, and has also 
thrown three touchdown passes 
(all to 6-foot-10 wide receiver Ali 
Villanueva). 

For the Midshipmen, prepar- 
ing to defend the option is made 
easier by their understanding of 
it; they have option personnel on 
their team, so it’s easier to simu- 
late in practice. 


McCoy, Suh headline big night 


By ANTONIO GONZALEZ 
The Associated Press 


LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. 
— Texas quarterback Colt McCoy 
capped a big Thursday night for 
the Big 12 Conference, winning 
the Maxwell Award honoring the 
nation’s best all-around player in 
college football. 

It was just the latest in a series 
of postseason honors for McCoy, 
who is a finalist for the Heisman 
Trophy. He won the Walter Camp 
Football Foundation’s player of 
the year award for the second con- 
secutive season earlier in the day. 

Before he beat out fellow Heis- 
man finalists Mark Ingram of 
Alabama and Tim Tebow of Flor- 
ida for the Maxwell, he picked up 
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the Davey O’Brien Award, given 
to the nation’s best quarterback, 
during the annual college football 
awards at Disney World. 

That was only the beginning of 
honors for the Big 12. 

Nebraska’s Ndamukong Suh, 
also a Heisman finalist, won the 
Chuck Bednarik Award as the 
nation’s best defensive player, 
and took home the Outland Tro- 
phy for the best interior lineman. 
He previously won the Lombardi 
Award as the nation’s top lineman 
and Bronko Nagurski Trophy as 
the nation’s top defensive player. 

The powerhouse defensive line- 
man put together his best perfor- 
mance of the year against No. 2 
Texas in the Big 12 title game. He 
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matched his career high with 12 
tackles and had 41/2 sacks as the 
Cornhuskers nearly upset the 
Longhorns, who won 13-12 on a 
field goal as time expired. 

Suh has led the Huskers in tack- 
les two years in a row, with 50 of 
his 82 this season unassisted. He 
finished with 12 sacks this season, 
tied for third in school history. 

McCoy led the Longhorns to a 
13-0 record this season and a spot 
in the Jan. 7 BCS national cham- 
pionship game against Alabama. 
He threw for 3,512 yards and 27 
touchdowns. 

Cincinnati’s Brian Kelly won 
the coach of the year award on 
the same day he told his team 
he was leaving for Notre Dame. 


DERS __ 


. DISEOUNIT e: AMT-DAY IEG PR HOST pt 
TIRE DIRECT | 


WHEEL PACKAGES 


“THE LOWEST DELIVERED PRICE ON THE INTERNET! 
» NEW Toll Free Phone Number. 


888-459-4058 


35.1608 Fax: 602.735.1891 


POEL A J Pace 45 


familiar with other’s offense 


“T think the one thing that helps 
us from an option standpoint is 
Coach (Buddy) Green has an idea 
of what he wants to do,” Niuma- 
talolo said. “We have a package 
to deal with option football, so 
it’s not something we’re trying to 
draw in the dirt.” 

“Everybody’s got to do their 
job against the option,” Navy se- 
nior linebacker Tony Haberer 
said. “Obviously we run against 
our option all spring and during 
(preseason) camp, so that helps a 
little bit. But when it comes right 
down to it, you’ve got to do your 
job. The best way to play the op- 
tion is to get in arhythm and start 
feeling it. That’s when you start 
playing it well.” 

Army faces a similar challenge, 
except that the Midshipmen are 
more experienced at running the 
option. Navy ranks third in the 
nation in rushing (279.7 yards 
per game), and junior quarter- 
back Ricky Dobbs (924 yards) 
and junior fullback Vince Murray 
(884 yards) each average at least 
80 yards per game. Dobbs has 
scored 23 rushing touchdowns, 
which ties the NCAA single-sea- 
son record for a quarterback. 

“We’re not as good at it as they 
are, but we’re doing a lot of the 
same things. We both understand 
each other,’ Ellerson said. “It’s 
one of those deals where I know 
that they know that I know that 
they know. ... You can screw your- 
self right in the ground if you’re 
not careful as a coach. At the 
end of the day, you’re putting the 
game in your players’ hands. It’s 
their game.” 


for Big 12 


Stanford’s Toby Gerhart won 
the Doak Walker Award for the 
nation’s best running back. Ten- 
nessee star Eric Berry accepted 
the Jim Thorpe Award honoring 
the best defensive back. 

Notre Dame’s Golden Tate won 
the Biletnikoff Award as the best 
receiver. UCLA’s Kai Forbath 
took home the Lou Groza Award 
for the best kicker. 

Georgia’s Drew Butler won the 
Ray Guy Award honoring the na- 
tion’s best punter. Boston College 
linebacker Mark Herzlich won 
the Disney Spirit Award, given 
to college football’s most inspira- 
tional figure. Herzlich overcame 
a rare form of bone cancer and is 
expected to return next season. 
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EXPANDED STANDINGS 





American Conference 


East 
Ww LT Pct PF PA Home Away AFC NFC Div 
New England 7 5 0 .583 328 224 6-0-0 1-5-0 5-4-0 2-1-0 3-2-0 
Miami 6 6 0 .500 278 296 4-2-0 2-4-0 4-4-0 2-2-0 4-2-0 
N.Y. Jets 6 6 0 .500 249 208 3-3-0 3-3-0 5-5-0 1-1-0 2-4-0 
Buffalo 4 8 0 .333 199 261 9-4-0 9-420 9-7-0: 2-1-0 2-3-0 
ou 
x-Indianapolis 12 0 0 1.000 331 201 6-0-0 6-0-0 8-0-0 4-0-0 5-0-0 
Jacksonville 7 5 0 .583 225 273 5-1-0 2-4-0 6-2-0 1-3-0 3-2-0 
Tennessee 5 7 0 .417 246 316 3-2-0 2-5-0 3-7-0 2-0-0 2-4-0 
Houston 5 7 0O 417 ae ti 2-4-0 3-3-0 4-6-0 1-1-0 1-5-0 
or 
Cincinnati 9 3 0 .750 254 187 5-2-0 4-1-0 6-3-0 3-0-0 6-0-0 
Baltimore 6 6 0 .500 271 215 4-2-0 2-4-0 6-4-0 0-2-0 3-2-0 
Pittsburgh 6 7 0 .462 278 244 4-2-0 2-5-0 4-6-0 2-1-0 1-4-0 
Cleveland 2 11 O 154 aa —° 1-5-0 1-6-0 2-7-0 0-4-0 1-5-0 
es 
San Diego 9 3.0 <750 342 242 4-9-0 520 7-350 2-0-0 5-1-0 
Denver 8 4 0 .667 240 202 4-2-0 4-2-0 6-3-0 2-1-0 3-1-0 
Oakland 4 8 0. .333 142 282 2-4-0 2-4-0 3-6-0 1-2-0 1-4-0 
Kansas City 3 9 0 .250 196 326 1-5-0 2-4-0 2-6-0 1-3-0 1-4-0 
National Conference 
East 
Ww LT Pct PF PA Home Away NFC AFC Div 
Dallas 8 4 0 .667 279 213 5-1-0 3-3-0 6-3-0 2-1-0 2-2-0 
Philadelphia 8 4 0 .667 327 235 4-2-0 4-2-0 7-2-0 1-2-0 3-1-0 
N.Y. Giants 7 5 0 .583 303 285 4-2-0 3-3-0 5-3-0 2-2-0 3-1-0 
Washington 3 9 0. .250 200 238 3-3-0 0-6-0 2-8-0 1-1-0 0-4-0 
ou 
x-New Orleans 12 0 O 1.000 440 251 6-0-0 6-0-0 8-0-0 4-0-0 3-0-0 
Atlanta 6 6 0.500 279 279 5-1-0 1-5-0 5-5-0 1-1-0 2-2-0 
Carolina 5 7 0 .417 215 262 3-3-0 2-4-0 5-4-0 0-3-0 3-2-0 
Tampa Bay 111 0 .083 187 330 1-5-0 0-6-0 1-8-0 0-3-0 0-4-0 
or 
Minnesota 10 2 0 .833 359 233 6-0-0 4-2-0 8-1-0 2-1-0 5-0-0 
Green Bay 8 4 0 .667 323 229 5-2-0 3-2-0 6-3-0 2-1-0 3-2-0 
Chicago 5 7 0 .417 233 270 4-2-0 1-5-0 3-6-0 2-1-0 1-2-0 
Detroit 2 10 0 .167 206 358 2-4-0 0-6-0 1-8-0 1-2-0 0-5-0 
es 
Arizona 8 4 0 .667 297 234 3-3-0 5-1-0 6-2-0 2-2-0 3-1-0 
San Francisco 5 7 0 417 245 233 4-2-0 1-5-0 4-4-0 1-3-0 3-1-0 
Seattle 5 7 0 .417 243 267 4-2-0 1-5-0 4-6-0 1-1-0 3-3-0 
St. Louis 111 0 .083 139 314 0-6-0 1-5-0 1-9-0 0-2-0 0-4-0 
x-clinched division 


GAMES ON AFN 


(Times are Japan and Korea Standard) 
Monday 
New Orleans at Atlanta 
AFN-Xtra, 3 a.m. 

Saints can wrap up a first-round bye 
and at least one home playoff game with 
a victory or tie. ... Saints have won six of 
past seven meetings with Atlanta. 


Cincinnati at Minnesota 
AFN-Atlantic, 3 a.m. 

Bengals clinch AFC North title with 
victory or losses by both Ravens and 
Steelers. They’re on verge of only their 
second playoff appearance since 1990. 
... Bengals RB Cedric Benson is 31 yards 
short of 1,000 rushing for season. It 
would be career first. 


San Diego at Dallas 
AFN-Sports, 6 a.m. 

Cowboys’ December struggles are 
well-documented (no winning December 
since 1996, and 0-1 this month). San Di- 
ego has won 15 consecutive December 
games. 


St. Louis at Tennessee 
AFN-Atlantic, 6 a.m. 
Game features NFL’s top rushers with 
Titans’ Chris Johnson at 1,509 yards and 
Rams RB Steven Jackson at 1,232. 


REST OF THE SCHEDULE 


Thursday’s game 

Cleveland 13, Pittsburgh 6 
Sunday 

Seattle at Houston 
Green Bay at Chicago 
Detroit at Baltimore 
New Orleans at Atlanta 
Buffalo at Kansas City 
Carolina at New England 
N.Y. Jets at Tampa Bay 
Miami at Jacksonville 


Washington at Oakland 
AFN-Xtra, 6 a.m. 

Both teams are coming off season 
highs in points. ... Redskins have lost 
three straight by combined seven points, 
blowing fourth-quarters leads of six, 
eight and 10 points along way. 


Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants 
AFN-Sports, 10:15 a.m. 

... Eagles QB Donovan McNabb threw 
three TDs in triumph over Giants in No- 
vember and has won 10 of past 14 starts 
against New York. 


Tuesday 
Arizona at San Francisco 
AFN-Sports, 10:30 a.m. 

Cardinals have won six of past nine 
meetings, sweeping season series in 
2005, ’06 and ’08. ... Niners escaped with 
20-16 victory Sept. 13 in teams’ season 
opener. 


NEXT WEEK 


Thursday, Dec. 17 
Indianapolis at Jacksonville 

Saturday, Dec. 19 
Dallas at New Orleans 

Sunday, Dec. 20 

Miami at Tennessee 
Arizona at Detroit 
Atlanta at N.Y. Jets 
Houston at St. Louis 
Chicago at Baltimore 
New England at Buffalo 
Cleveland at Kansas City 
San Francisco at Philadelphia 
Oakland at Denver 
Cincinnati at San Diego 
Tampa Bay at Seattle 
Green Bay at Pittsburgh 
Minnesota at Carolina 

Monday, Dec. 21 
N.Y. Giants at Washington 
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Sept. 30, 2007 
Colts beat Titans 27-17 | al 
(9), PASS (19) 
(16), PASS (2) 
(4), RUSH (32), PASS (1) 


ALL (17), RUSH (18) PASS 
(19) 
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MARQUEE MATCHUP 


Denver Broncos (8-4) at Indianapolis Colts (12-0) 
3 a.m. Monday, Japan & Korea Standard, AFN-Sports 


OPENING LINE: Colts by 8 

RECORD VS. SPREAD: Denver 8-4; Indianapolis 8-4 
SERIES RECORD: Broncos lead 11-6 

LAST MEETING: Colts beat Broncos 38-20, 


STREAKS, STATS AND NOTES: With a victory, the Colts 
would break Patriots’ NFL record for most consecutive regu- 
lar-season victories (21), 49ers’ record for most vic- 

tories in a decade (113), and clinch AFC’s No. 1 
playoff seed. ... Coaches Jim Caldwell and Josh 
McDaniels have 20 combined victories this sea- 

son, the most of rookie coaches squaring off 

in league history. ... Sunday is the first time 

» in Broncos history they will face a 12-0 team. 
rl. Kyle Orton is 1-O at Lucas Oil Stadium, the 


LAST WEEK: Broncos beat Chiefs 44-13; 
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BRONCOS OFFENSE: OVERALL (17), RUSH ~ 
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BRONCOS DEFENSE: OVERALL (3), RUSH he 
a only undefeated quarterback in stadium 

, history. He is 11-4 in his past 15 starts. 
... Broncos WR Brandon Marshall tied 

a career high with seven TD catch- 

, es. ... RB Knowshon Moreno leads 
_ rookies in yards rushing (774), yards 
from scrimmage (870) and is second 
in TDs (6). ... Broncos cornerbacks 
Champ Bailey and Ty Law and 


safety Brian Dawkins have 
| aN combined for 20 Pro Bowl 
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selections. ... Denver LB 
Elvis Dumervil leads 
the NFL with 15 sacks 
and needs one more 
to tie Simon Fletcher's 
season franchise record, 
set in 1992. ... Denver has lost four of the 
past five games in this series. ... Denver pro- 
duced 245 yards rushing last week, its high- 
est total in four years. ... Colts have the NFL’s 
third-best December record (49-32) since 1990. 
Only Green Bay (52-29) and New England (50- 
29) have been better. ... The Colts tied a franchise 
record with 12 straight home triumphs. 


\ 


Indianapolis Colts wide receiver 
Reggie Wayne has scored 
a touchdown in five straight games 
against the Denver Broncos. 


AJ Mast/AP 





Colts chasing history 


The Indianapolis Colts, who are 12-0 for the second time in five years, play host to the Denver Broncos 
(8-4) on Sunday. A Colts victory would be their NFL-record 22nd straight in the regular season. 


MATCHUP STORYLINE PICK 


Saints at Falcons AR a Saints learned a lesson, almost a costly one, at Washington last weekend Saints 30-10 


Lions at Ravens E& Bo 


Packers at Bears GCG Pack won’t need any pass interference calls to save TDs against Bears Vikings 24-14 


Ravens 24-10 





Can Ravens cover Calvin Johnson without drawing flags? Yep 


Seahawks at Texans = ES) Texans no longer playing for playoffs, but for Gary Kubiak’s job Texans 22-10 


Broncos at Colts SN ( ," Colts will make record books, but it won’t be easy against revived Denver Colts 24-17 

Dolphins at Jaguars wk eS Both teams have solid wild-card aspirations Dolphins 20-17 
2 
Bills at Chiefs —) eS Not much excitement here Bills 14-13 
Bengals at Vikings Fs) >. Win gives Bengals AFC North. Vikes need win, Pack loss for NFC North title Vikings 24-14 
Panthers at Patriots ry mm Don’t look like the Pats we are used to. Three straight losses? No way Patriots 28-13 
Jets at Buccaneers jax s Jets actually are still in AFC race. Mark Sanchez resting sprained knee Jets 13-10 
= ) 
Rams at Titans Ay (Hy) Time to start another winning streak, Titans? Titans 23-7 
a? a 
Redskins at Raiders im Not much excitement here either Redskins 10-9 
—— 

argers at Cowboys >—rx JW argers are surging, looking for playoff bye, but ... owboys 21- 
Ch t Cowb WK ch ing, looking for playoff bye, but Cowboys 21-20 
Eagles at Giants Ss ny Winner could be in charge in the NFC East Giants 21-20 


Cardinals at 49ers LS Cardinals have begun to resemble the defending NFC champions _ Cardinals 27-13 


AP 
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NFL scoreboard 


American Conference 


East 
Ww LT Pct PF PA 
NewEngland 7 5 0O- .583 328 224 
Miami 6 6 0 .500 278 29 
N.Y. Jets 6 6 0 .500 249 208 
Buffalo 4 8 0 .333 199 261 
South 
x-Indianapolis 12 0 O 1.000 331 201 
Jacksonville 7 5 0. .583 225 273 
Tennessee 5 7 0 .417 246 316 
Houston 5 7 0 .417 277 266 
North 
Cincinnati 9 3 0. .750 254 187 
Baltimore 6 6 0 .500 271 215 
Pittsburgh 6 7 0 .462 278 244 
Cleveland 211 0 154 158 315 
West 
San Diego 9 3 0 .750 342 242 
Denver 8 4 0. .667 240 202 
Oakland 4 8 0. .333 142 282 
Kansas City 3 9 0 .250 196 326 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
East 
Ww LT Pct PF PA 
Dallas 8 4 0. .667 279 213 
Philadelphia 8 4 0 .667 327 235 
N.Y. Giants 7 5 0. .583 303 285 
Washington 3 9 0° .250 200 238 
South 
x-New Orleans 12 0 O 1.000 440 251 
Atlanta 6 6 0 .500 279 279 
Carolina 5 7 0 .417 215 262 
Tampa Bay 1110 083 187 330 
North 
Minnesota 10 2 0 .833 359 233 
Green Bay 8 4 0. .667 323 229 
Chicago 5 7 0. .417 233 270 
Detroit 210 0 167 206 358 
West 
Arizona 8 4 0 .667 297 234 
San Francisco 5 7 O_ .417 245 233 
Seattle 5 7 0 .417 243 267 
St. Louis 111 0 .083 139 314 


x-clinched division 
Thursday’s game 
Cleveland 13, Pittsburgh 6 
Sunday’s games 
Seattle at Houston 
Green Bay at Chicago 
Detroit at Baltimore 
New Orleans at Atlanta 
Buffalo at Kansas City 
Denver at Indianapolis 
Carolina at New England 
N.Y. Jets at Tampa Bay 
Miami at Jacksonville 
Cincinnati at Minnesota 
St. Louis at Tennessee 
Washington at Oakland 
San Diego at Dallas 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants 
Monday’s game 
Arizona at San Francisco 
Thursday, Dec. 17 
Indianapolis at Jacksonville 
Saturday’s Dec. 19 
Dallas at New Orleans 
Sunday, Dec. 20 
Miami at Tennessee 
Arizona at Detroit 
Atlanta at N.Y. Jets 
Houston at St. Louis 
Chicago at Baltimore 
New England at Buffalo 
Cleveland at Kansas City 
San Francisco at Philadelphia 
Oakland at Denver 
Cincinnati at San Diego 
Tampa Bay at Seattle 
Green Bay at Pittsburgh 
Minnesota at Carolina 
Monday, Dec. 21 
N.Y. Giants at Washington 


Thursday 
Browns 13, Steelers 6 
Pittsburgh 0 3 3 O-—6 
Cleveland 3 10 0 O-—13 


First Quarter 
Cle—FG Dawson 29, 3:47. 
Second Quarter 
Cle—FG Dawson 29, 7:20. 
Cle—Jennings 10 run (Dawson kick), 


41. 
Pit—FG Reed 27, :00. 
Third Quarter 
Pit—FG Reed 42, :08. 


A—69,009. 

Pit Cle 
First downs 16 12 
Total Net Yards 216 255 
Rushes-yards 22-75 37-171 
Passing 141 84 
Punt Returns 2-6 2-61 
Kickoff Returns 4-44 2-43 
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0 
Comp-Att-Int 18-32-0 6-19-0 
Sacked-Yards Lost 8-60 1-6 
Punts 8-42.8 8-37.8 
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-0 
Penalties-Yards 4-40 6-55 
Time of Possession 30:45 29:15 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing—Pittsburgh, Mendenhall 
16-53, Parker 3-12, Roethlisberger 3-10. 
Cleveland, Cribbs 8-87, Jennings 20-73, 
J.Harrison 7-9, Quinn 1-2, Stuckey 1-0. 

Passing—Pittsburgh, Roethlisberger 
18-32-0-201. Cleveland, Quinn 6-19-0-90. 

Receiving—Pittsburgh, Holmes _ 6- 
93, Miller 5-59, Ward 4-21, Wallace 2-11, 
Mendenhall 1-17. Cleveland, Moore 2-34, 
J.Harrison 2-10, Massaquoi 1-37, Cribbs 
1 


-9. 
Missed field goals—None. 


Calendar 


Jan. 9-10, 2010 — Wild card playoffs. 

Jan. 16-17 — Divisional playoffs. 

Jan. 24 — Conference championships. 

Jan. 31 — Pro Bowl, Miami. 

Feb. 7 — Super Bowl, Miami. 

Feb. 24-March 2 — NFL combine, India- 
napolis. 

March 5 — Free agency begins. 

March 21-24 — Annual owners meet- 
ing, Orlando, Fla. 

April 22-24 — NFL Draft. 


Big Ben is left a sad sack 
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Browns get to quarterback eight times to keep Steelers reeling 


By Tom WITHERS 
The Associated Press 


CLEVELAND — _§ Steelers 
coach Mike Tomlin promised his 
team would “unleash hell” in De- 
cember. On Thursday night, hell 
froze over. 

Sacking quarterback Ben Ro- 
ethlisberger eight times, the 
Cleveland Browns ended a 12- 
game losing streak against Pitts- 
burgh with a 13-6 victory, dealing 
the Super Bowl champions their 
fifth successive loss and one that 
might have done _ irreparable 
damage to their playoff hopes. 

With a wind-chill factor dipping 
well below zero, the Browns (2- 
11) put the Steelers on ice, send- 
ing them to their second loss in a 
row since Tomlin’s prediction. 

Josh Cribbs rushed for 87 yards 
out of the wildcat formation, 
Chris Jennings scored the first 
rushing touchdown by a Browns 
running back in more than a year 
and Cleveland’s patchwork de- 
fense, ranked last in the league, 
contained the Steelers. 

Pittsburgh’s 2'/2-hour trip 
home might have seemed to lasted 
a month. “They’re going to hear 
that bus engine all the way back,” 
Cribbs said. “That’s a lonely ride. 
I’ve ridden that ride for five years 
now. It’s time for them to hear 
that engine all the way home.” 

Cleveland’s victory was its first 
over Pittsburgh at home since 
2000, ended the Browns’ 10- 
game losing streak in their lake- 
front stadium and was just their 
second in 20 games against their 
archrival. 

When Pittsburgh’s Santonio 
Holmes was tackled on a punt 
return on the final play and the 
last second ticked off the clock, 


Browns fans, who were nearly 
outnumbered by Terrible Towel- 


waving Steelers supporters, 
hugged and danced in the frozen 
aisles. Several Cleveland players 
sprinted downfield and jumped 
into the Dawg Pound section to 
celebrate. 

“It means everything,” Cribbs 
said. “There are a lot of Steelers 
fans around the city so I hope 
people go to work and kick those 
Steelers fans.” 

Pittsburgh is going to need help 
to make the playoffs, a stunning 
freefall for the Super Bowl cham- 
pion that reached the season’s 
halfway point at 6-2. 

But losses to Kansas City, 
Oakland and Cleveland — three 
of the NFL’s worst teams with a 
combined record of 9-28 — have 
pushed the Steelers to the brink. 





“To lose five straight com- 
ing off a Super Bowl from last 
year is embarrassing,” receiver 
Hines Ward said. “There’s noth- 
ing fun about losing games, espe- 
cially five in a row. We’re better 
than that. We should play better 
than that. With three games left, 
you're going to see who really 
wants to go out here and play for 
the pride of this organization and 
this city and who doesn’t want to 
be around here.” 

The Steelers were playing their 
fifth successive game without 
Pro Bowl safety Troy Polamalu, 
but his absence had nothing to 
do with Pittsburgh’s inability to 
move the ball against a Cleveland 
defense missing four starters. 

Roethlisberger, who dropped 
to 10-1 in 11 career starts against 
the Browns, had no explanation. 


Steelers 
quarterback 
Ben Roeth- 
lisberger 

is sacked 

by Browns 
defensive 
tackle Corey 
Williams 
during the 
first quarter 
of Thursday 
night’s game. 
The Browns 
dropped Big 
Ben eight 
times on the 
way to a 13-6 
triumph. 


Mark Duncan/AP 


“Give them credit, I guess,” he 
said. “I didn’t play my best game 
and it showed.” 

Roethlisberger tried to rally 
the Steelers, but his fourth-down 
pass to Holmes with less than two 
minutes left was knocked down 
by linebacker David Bowens. 

Cribbs, who has returned three 
kickoffs for TDs in his career 
against the Steelers, burned them 
again. He ripped off a career-best 
37-yard run, set up a field goal 
with a 55-yard punt return and 
picked up a crucial first down on 
a 14-yard run in the fourth quar- 
ter when the Browns were trying 
to milk the clock. 

Roethlisberger went 18 of 32 
for 201 yards. He had trouble 
throwing in the swirling winds 
that consistently blew more than 
20 mph. 


Revis: ‘Youre on an island by yourself, CB says 


REVIS, FROM BACK PAGE 


“It’s enjoyable,” said Revis, 
who has five interceptions this 
season. “A lot of people might not 
think it is because you’re on an is- 
land by yourself. I look at it as, if 
you look inside the game, it’s two 
against one. It’s like a Brady and 
Moss versus a Darrelle Revis, so 
it’s things like that where you’re 
going against two guys. You’ve 
got to make sure you study both 
guys and be prepared.” 

Some of his teammates joke 
about receivers being stranded on 
Revis Island, where Revis looms 
as their shadow and the catches 
are few and far between. 

“Teams have been firing at 
me to see if I’m going to live up 
to what they say I’m supposed to 
be,” Revis said. “I’m taking the 
challenge on.” 

Jets coach Rex Ryan calls 
Revis the best cornerback in the 
league, hands down, and it’s dif- 
ficult to argue with him. 

In two games against New Eng- 
land, Moss had nine catches for 
58 yards and a touchdown with 


Revis draped all over him. Owens 
fared worse, catching six passes 
for 44 yards and no scores in two 
games for Buffalo. As for Smith, 
he barely got into the final stats 
for Carolina, catching one pass 
for 5 yards two weeks ago. 

Revis is the rare athlete who 
trades flashiness for humility, 
thanks in large part to his uncle, 
former Pro Bowl defensive tackle 
Sean Gilbert. 

“We talk on what we call ‘100,’ 
which means you’re up front with 
everything,” Gilbert said. “I told 
Darrelle, ‘Some say you’re the 
best and some say you’re one of 
the best. Well, I say you’re OK.’ 
He’s just scratching the surface.” 

It’s that never-satisfied ap- 
proach that helped turn Revis into 
a success, beginning at Aliquippa 
High School, where he was a two- 
sport star and led the basketball 
team to the nationals as the start- 
ing point guard his junior year. He 
caught the eye of college coaches, 
with Akron and Toledo showing 
early interest. 

“I was waiting for a Duke or 
something like that,’ he said 


with a laugh, “but that didn’t roll 
over.” 

During his senior year in high 
school, Revis decided he wanted 
to play both sports in college and 
narrowed his choices to three 
schools: Akron, Kansas and 
Pittsburgh. Revis spoke to Kan- 
sas coach Bill Self about being a 
walk-on for the basketball team 
and flirted with that idea before 
talking to Pittsburgh coach Jamie 
Dixon and settling on the school 
close to home. 

“We recruited Darrelle with 
the intent on him playing basket- 
ball at Pitt,’ Dixon said. “He did 
practice with us for two weeks 
following the conclusion of his 
freshman football season, but it 
became clear that he would be 
playing on Sundays.” 

Revis’ body told him both sports 
were too much, even though Gil- 
bert contends Revis could play in 
the NBA if he trained properly. 

With his sole focus on football, 
Revis hit the gym and added 15 
pounds of muscle, going up to 
195 pounds. “That just helped 
with football because I probably 


would’ve been skinny and scraw- 
ny playing hoops still,” Revis 
said. 

He developed into one of the 
best football players inthe country 
and left Pitt after his junior year. 
Now, he’s an All-Pro-caliber cor- 
nerback who texts regularly with 
former NFL star Deion Sanders, 
speaks frequently with Denver 
Broncos cornerback Ty Law and 
brainstorms with Jets defensive 
backs coach Dennis Thurman, 
a former Pro Bowler. Law also 
is from Aliquippa, as were Mike 
Ditka and Pete Maravich. 

“T’m like a sponge, just trying 
to absorb everything,” Revis said. 
“In this game, you have to be hun- 
gry. You can’t get complacent.” 

The mirror tells Revis that he’s 
one of the best players in the NFL 
at his position. It also tells him 
that there’s much more work to 
be done. 

“You can’t look at accolades or 
what the paper’s saying about you 
because you'll get caught up in 
that glitz and glamour,” he said. 
“T just want to be the best corner 
I can be.” 
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Jets CB Revis shuts down the best, 
TROPA MVCOSSSMCOMOLNVS) OSM OMSTINTIUL 


By DENNIS WASZAK JR. 
The Associated Press 
FLORHAM PARK, N.J. 
arrelle Revis once enjoyed dribbling around picks on the basket- 
ball court as much as picking off quarterbacks on the football 
field. 
He was an exceptional athlete with the type of eye-popping skills 
that made everyone in the town of Aliquippa, Pa., daydream about what 
the future held for the speedy, skinny kid from down the block. 
“| was always just a guy running outside with a football or a bas- 
ketball in my hands,” the New York Jets cornerback recalled. “Older 
people and other kids around the neighborhood always used to 
say that | was going to be something one day.” 
And, boy, were they right. Revis became a slam-dunk, first- 
") round NFL Draft pick, taken by the Jets with the 14th overall 
Jets cornerback em aa Selection in 2007. In just two-plus seasons, he has a Pro Bowl 
ali Revis, ll trip and a reputation for being one of the game’s best at his 
o has five ae ie . 

interceptions this — position. He’s also become a legitimate defensive player of 
year, is making a —_ the year candidate by routinely shutting down and frustrat- 
do iy lara _— ing elite receivers, including Randy Moss, Terrell Owens 

stopper. | and Steve Smith. 
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